Rev 18:8



 is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “Because of this,” but is an idiom, meaning “Therefore.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular cardinal adjective HEIS and the noun HĒMERA, meaning “in one day.”  This is followed by the third person plural future active indicative from the verb HĒKW, which means “will come” (BDAG, p. 435).

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the plagues-judgments against the city of Rome will produce the action.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun PLĒGĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “her plagues” and referring to judgments.

“Therefore in one day her plagues will come,”
 is the appositional nominative subject from three nouns: the masculine singular of THANATOS, meaning “death;” the neuter singular of PENTHOS, meaning “grief;” and the feminine/masculine singular of LIMOS, meaning “famine.”
“death and grief and famine.”
 is the adjunctive or additive function of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular noun PUR, meaning “by means of or with fire.”  This is followed by the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb KATAKAIW, which means “burn down, burn up, or consume.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the city of Rome will receive the action of being consumed by fire.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“Furthermore she will be consumed by fire,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective ISCHUROS, meaning “strong,” but in the case of God it means “omnipotent.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun KURIOS with the appositional nominative from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “the Lord God.”  Then we have the appositional nominative from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle from the verb KRINW, which means “to judge.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “who.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which presents the entire action of judging as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and meaning “her,” referring to the city of Rome.  There is no verb EIMI, but it is implied because of the nominative subject and predicate nominative.
“because omnipotent [is] the Lord God who judged her.”
Rev 18:8 corrected translation
“Therefore in one day her plagues [judgments] will come, death and grief and famine.  Furthermore she will be consumed by fire, because omnipotent [is] the Lord God who judged her.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore in one day her plagues [three judgments] will come,”

a.  The angel continues his declaration about the future of the capital of the Revived Roman Empire.

b.  The city of Rome will definitely receive three judgments, called ‘plagues’, from the justice of God.  All three of these judgments will come in a single day.  God will destroy the capital of the Revived Roman Empire in one day and do so with three plague-judgments.

c.  The importance of this statement is the guarantee that this will happen.  Satan cannot avoid his judgment to the lake of fire.  The Antichrist and the False Prophet cannot avoid their judgment to the lake of fire.  And the city of Rome and its people cannot avoid the judgment of God against it during the Tribulation.


d.  Isa 47:9, “But these two things will come on you suddenly in one day: loss of children and widowhood. They will come on you in full measure in spite of your many sorceries, in spite of the great power of your spells.”
2.  “death and grief and famine [economic disaster].”

a.  The three plagues are now defined.

b.  Death refers to the mass annihilation of the population of the city in one day.

c.  Grief refers to the loss of everything valuable in life to the unbeliever—all his possessions, like his home, bank account, etc.

d.  Famine refers to the total destruction of the economy and all means of earning a living.

3.  “Furthermore she will be consumed by fire,”

a.  The angel then adds an additional statement of what will happen to the city of Rome.

b.  The city of Rome will be consumed by fire.  The fact that this occurs in one day and creates massive death, the loss of all possessions and the destruction of the economy indicates a nuclear holocaust against the city.

c.  Only a nuclear destruction of the city can wipe out a population, their possessions, and their economy in one day.  There is no greater consuming fire than a nuclear holocaust on a city.


d.  When we remember the statement of Rev 17:16, we see that God will use the hatred of the beast-dictator of the Revived Roman Empire and his ten fellow-leaders to make this happen. “Furthermore the tens horns which you saw and the beast, these will hate [detest, have little regard for] the prostitute.  Moreover they will cause her to be ruined [laid waste and depopulated] and naked.  In fact they will devour her flesh [the religious converts] and consume her [the city of Rome] with fire.”  “‘She will be burned by fire’ is repeated almost verbatim from Rev 17:16 and therefore develops the prophecy about the beast and his allies turning against the economic-religious system and destroying it.  Not only does God put it into their hearts to annihilate Babylon, but they are the very agents of ‘the Lord God who judges her’.”


e.  Apparently the beast-dictator and his ten leaders will destroy the city of Rome by a nuclear holocaust against their own capital, in order to destroy the ecumenical religion they detest.

f.  Jer 51:25, “‘Behold, I am against you, O destroying mountain, who destroys the whole earth,’ declares the Lord, ‘And I will stretch out My hand against you, and roll you down from the crags, and I will make you a burnt out mountain.’”  Jer 51:30, “The mighty men of Babylon have ceased fighting, they stay in the strongholds; their strength is exhausted, they are becoming like women; their dwelling places are set on fire; the bars of her gates are broken.”
4.  “because omnipotent [is] the Lord God who judged her.”

a.  This final statement tells us that it is the omnipotence of Jesus Christ, who controls history, who makes this judgment happen against the ecumenical religion of the city of Rome.

b.  The principle of doctrine applied here is that the omnipotence of God uses the wrath of man to praise Him.

c.  Jesus Christ controls history, and He does so in this case through permitting the anger, hatred, and wrath of the Antichrist and his partners to do what they want and destroy the city of Rome.


d.  The justice of God passed judgment on the ecumenical religion of the city of Rome.  The Antichrist carries out that judgment on behalf of God through his own mental attitude sins of anger and hatred.

e.  This is a case of one form of evil being used by God to administer God’s justice against another form of evil.  This is exactly what God does when He uses an evil nation to administer the fifth cycle of discipline against a client nation that has become evil through rejection of the gospel and Bible doctrine.  God used the evil of the Roman Empire against the arrogance of Israel in 70 A.D.

f.  Jer 50:34, “Their Redeemer is strong, the Lord of the Armies is His name; He will vigorously plead their case so that He may bring rest to the earth, but turmoil to the inhabitants of Babylon.”
� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 517). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
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