Rev 17:8



 is the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun THĒRION, meaning “The beast.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the beast (also in the neuter singular).  This is followed by the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, meaning “to see: you saw.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire vision John has just seen as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action of seeing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “it was.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what was actually taking place at some point in the past—the existence of the Roman Empire in the past.


The active voice indicates that the beast produced the action of existing in the past.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic fact.

This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the negative OUK with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is not” or “does not exist.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action of existing as a simple fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the beast produces the state of not existing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus third person singular present active indicative from the verb MELLW, which means “to be about to” do something defined by a complementary infinitive.


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is now going on.  This action is imminent.


The active voice indicates that the beast produces the action of being about to do something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the present active infinitive from the verb ANABAINW, which means “to go or come up; ascend.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is now going on.  This action is imminent.


The active voice indicates that the beast produces the action of being about to do something.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, completing the meaning of the action of the main verb MELLW.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin from the feminine singular article and noun ABUSSOS, which means “from the Abyss.”  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular noun APWLEIA, which means “to destruction, waste; annihilation, ruin” (BDAG, p. 127).  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb HUPAGW, which means “to go: is going” (BDAG, p. 1028).

The present tense has two equally good possibilities.  As an aoristic present this is stating a dogmatic fact with certainty of execution.  As a futuristic present the emphasis is on a confident assertion about what is going to take place.  This present tense is really a combination of both.


The active voice indicates that the beast produces the action or will produce the action of going to destruction.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“The beast which you saw was and is not and is about to come up from the Abyss and will go to destruction.”
 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact,,” followed by the third person plural future passive indicative from the verb THAUMAZW, which means “to wonder, marvel, or be astonished” (BDAG, p. 444).

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the subject (the inhabitants on the earth) will receive the action of marveling at and being astonished by the revival of the Roman Empire.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb KATOIKEW, which means “to live, dwell, reside, or inhabit.”  As an ascriptive participle (in which the participle is substantivized by the article) this is translated “the inhabitants” or “the residents.”  The verbal morphology is not important, since this participle is being used totally as a substantive.  With this we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “on the earth.”  Then we have the possessive genitive from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “of whom” or “whose.”  The masculine plural of this relative pronoun refers back to the masculine plural participle KATOIKEW = the inhabitants.  However, the possessive genitive of this relative pronoun modifies the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA (which followed the verb GRAPHW), meaning “the name of whom” or “whose name.”  The singular is important here because it focuses on each person in their individual responsibility before God.  This is preceded by the negative OU plus the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to not be written.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  The consummative aspect is brought out in the English translation by the word “has.”

The passive voice indicates that the inhabitants on the earth receive the action of not having their name written.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun BIBLION, meaning “in the Book.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive or genitive of identity from the feminine singular article and noun ZWĒ, meaning “of Life.”  The Book of Life is the official name of a book owned by God.  This is followed by the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin from the feminine singular noun KATABOLĒ, meaning “from the foundation” (BDAG, p. 515).  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun KOSMOS, meaning “of the world.”
“In fact, the inhabitants on the earth, whose name has not been written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, will marvel,”
 is the appositional/explanatory genitive (the genitive referring back to or being attracted to the genitive of the relative pronoun HOS = who) masculine plural present active participle from the verb BLEPW, which means “to see.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes the future action as occurring.


The active voice indicates that the inhabitants on the earth produce the action of seeing something.


The participle has two possibilities, both of which are accurate.  This can be a temporal participle, meaning “when they see” and indicating the time when the inhabitants on the earth will marvel—they will marvel when they see the beast.  This can also be a causal participle
, meaning “because they see” and indicating the reason why the inhabitants on the earth marvel—they marvel because they see the beast.  The two ideas are not far apart in meaning.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun THĒRION, meaning “the beast.”  Then we have the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” used after verbs of sensory perception (such as BLEPW = to see) to indicate the content of that perception and to introduce indirect discourse.  This is followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “it was.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what was actually taking place at some point in the past—the existence of the Roman Empire in the past.


The active voice indicates that the beast produced the action of existing in the past.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic fact.

This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the negative OUK with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is not” or “does not exist.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action of existing as a simple fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the beast produces the action of not existing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb PAREIMI, which means “to be present; to come.”  “The present tense ‘be here’ can take on the perfect sense have come (Blass/Debrunner/Funk, section 322; A.T. Robertson, p. 881).”
 


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the beast produces the action of coming.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“when they see the beast that was and is not and will come.”
Rev 17:8 corrected translation
“The beast which you saw was and is not and is about to come up from the Abyss and will go to destruction.  In fact, the inhabitants on the earth, whose name has not been written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, will marvel, when they see the beast that was and is not and will come.”
Explanation:
1.  “The beast which you saw was [the Roman Empire in 96 A.D.] and is not [the Roman Empire in 476 A.D.] and is about to come up from the Abyss [the Revived Roman Empire] and will go to destruction [at the Second Advent].”

a.  The angel now begins his explanation of the vision to John.  The beast is a reference to the Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation as will be explained in Rev 17:11, “The beast which was and is not, is himself also an eighth [mountain = king =kingdom] and is one of the seven, and he goes to destruction.”

b.  The beast is not only a person, the Antichrist, who rules the satanic kingdom of the Revived Roman Empire, but is also the Revived Roman Empire itself.  The king and his kingdom cannot be separated from one another.  When the Scripture talks about the beast it is talking about both the king over the Empire and the Empire itself.

c.  For example, in Rev 11:7, we had the statement, “And when they have finished their testimony [the testimony of the two great witnesses of God], the beast-monster who ascends from the Abyss will make war against them; and he will conquer them and kill them.”  This obviously refers to a person making war against God’s two great witnesses.  He personally kills them or causes it to be done by others.  He is identified here as “the beast who ascends from the Abyss.”  The beast is one and the same with the Antichrist, who is indwelt personally by Satan, who we first met in association with the Abyss in Rev 9:1-2, “And then the fifth angel sounded his trumpet.  And I saw a star [Satan] from heaven having fallen to the earth; and the key to the shaft of the Abyss was given to him.  And then he opened the shaft of the Abyss, and so the smoke ascended from the shaft like the smoke from a great furnace, and so the sun and the atmosphere became dark because of the smoke from the shaft.”

d.  The beast who ascends from the Abyss is the Antichrist and is empowered by Satan to rule Satan’s kingdom on earth—the Revived Roman Empire.  The empowerment of the beast-dictator by Satan was described in Rev 13:4a, “Furthermore, they worshipped the serpent, because he gave absolute power to the beast.”

e.  The beast, which is the same as the Revived Roman Empire “was,” that is, it existed at a previous time in human history.  The angel is speaking from the perspective of the contemporary history of the vision, which is in the future during the Tribulation, making the term “was” refer to a period of human history prior to the Tribulation.  Therefore, this refers to the time of the original Roman Empire, which is contemporary with John in 96 A.D.


f.  The phrase “and is not” refers to the fall of the Roman Empire in 476 A.D. with the invasion of the Goths and Visigoths.  The Roman Empire ceased to exist as a true empire at this point of human history.


g.  The phrase “and is about to come up from the Abyss” refers to the leader or ruler of the Revived Roman Empire, the Antichrist or man of lawlessness, who is indwelt and empowered by Satan.  This is also a roundabout way of saying that Satan’s kingdom is about to exist on earth.  How can the angel say in 96 A.D. that Satan’s kingdom is about to come up from the Abyss, when it has been almost 2000 years and it still has not happened (I am writing this in May of 2006)?  The angel can say this is about to happen because of the imminency of the Rapture of the Church and the start of the Tribulation.

h.  The final phrase “and will go to destruction” refers to the final destruction of the kingdom of Satan on earth at the second advent of Christ as described by Rev 19:20, “And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.”

i.  The title “was and is not and is about to come” is an obvious parody of the title of Christ in Rev 1:4, “from ‘The One Who Is’ and ‘The One Who Kept on Being’ and ‘The One Who Is Coming’.”  Satan counterfeits the title of Christ for the beast-dictator of the Revived Roman Empire.
2.  “In fact, the inhabitants on the earth, whose name has not been written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, will marvel,”

a.  The angel continues his explanation with another emphatic statement.

b.  The inhabitants on the earth are the fallen angels that have been cast out of heaven down to the earth in the middle of the Tribulation.  This cannot refer to unbelievers, because all unbeliever’s names are written in the book of life, and not blotted out until they die without believing in Christ.  The ‘inhabitants’ mentioned here have never had their names written in the Book of Life.  The angel explains this by stating that they are the ones who do not have their name written in the Book of Life.  Revelation itself explains the Book of Life.


(1)  The names of believers are in the Book of Life and their names can never be erased, Rev 3:5, “Hence, the winner will cause himself to be clothed in white garments, and I will never erase his name [title of royalty] out of the Book of Life.  In fact, I will acknowledge his title in the presence of My Father and in the presence of His angels.”


(2)  All unbelievers names are not written in the Book of Life, Rev 13:8 says the same thing as our verse and also refers to the fallen angels inhabiting the earth during the last half of the Tribulation, “In fact, all those who live on the earth will worship him, [everyone] whose name has not been written in the slaughtered Lamb’s Book of Life from the foundation of the world.”


(3)  Rev 20:15, “And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”  This includes all unbelievers and fallen angels.

c.  The unbelievers of the world and fallen angels will marvel at the Revival of the Roman Empire and at the beast who rules it.  This was also stated in Rev 13:3, “And then [I saw] one of his heads as if it had been wounded resulting in death.  However, its fatal wound was healed.  And the entire world was amazed [and followed] after the beast.”

d.  The unbelievers of the world are awestruck by both the power of the Antichrist and at the magnificence of his kingdom.  Remember that Satan’s kingdom will be the epitome of wealth, splendor, prosperity, culture, knowledge, and everything else this world has to offer until the second advent of Christ.  Their amazement is described in Rev 13:4b, “In addition they worshipped the beast, saying, ‘Who [is] like the beast, and who is able to fight against him?’”

e.  The phrase “from the foundation of the world” indicates that God’s omniscience knew before the creation of the universe those human beings who would believe in Christ.  God’s foreknowledge of those who would believe in Christ allowed Him to predetermine their eternal salvation and eternal security.
3.  “when they see the beast that was and is not and will come.”

a.  The unbelievers and fallen angels of the world will marvel when they see both the Antichrist and his kingdom.

b.  It must be remembered that the Roman Empire of John’s day offered the epitome of beauty, power, wealth, and human glory on earth.

c.  Not only does the Roman Empire exist in the past, cease to exist, and then exist again, but so does the man of lawlessness, the beast-dictator of the Revived Roman Empire.  He is alive during the first half of the Tribulation, receives a death wound to the head midway through the Tribulation, is “miraculously” healed by Satan, who then “resurrects” him out of the Abyss and gives him power and authority for the last half of the Tribulation, Rev 13:1-5.

� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 294; Beale, p. 867; Osborne sees it as temporal, p. 616, footnote 18.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 773). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� This is the interpretation of Dr. Thomas, Vol 2, p. 293-294 and Dr. Osborne, p. 616.
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