Rev 17:5



 is the continuative or adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore,” followed by the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun METWPON with the possessive genitive of the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on her forehead.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun ONOMA, meaning “a name or title.”  This is followed by the nominative neuter singular perfect passive participle from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write: was written.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present result of a past completed action.


The passive voice indicates that the name received the action of being written.


The participle is used as a finite verb in a clause without a finite verb.

“Furthermore, on her forehead a name was written,”
 is the appositional nominative from the neuter singular noun MUSTERION, meaning “a mystery.”  This word is appositional to the word ONOMA and not a part of the woman’s name or title.
  As an appositional nominative or parenthetic nominative it could also be translated “a name was written, [which is] a mystery” or “a name was written (a mystery).”
“a mystery,”
 is the nominative of appellation from the feminine singular noun BABULWN plus the nominative feminine singular article and adjective MEGAS, meaning “Babylon the Great.”  This is the title or name written on the woman’s forehead as in Rev 14:8 and Rev 18:2.
“‘Babylon the Great’,”
 is the appositional nominative from the feminine singular article and noun MĒTĒR, meaning “the mother.”  Then we have the genitive of production or the genitive of relationship from the feminine plural article and noun PORNĒ, meaning “of prostitutes.”  This is followed by the connective/additive conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the genitive of production/relationship from the neuter plural article and noun BDELUGMA, meaning “of the abominations.”  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “of the earth.”
“the mother of prostitutes and of the abominations of the earth.”
Rev 17:5 corrected translation
“Furthermore, on her forehead a name was written, a mystery, ‘Babylon the Great’, the mother of prostitutes and of the abominations of the earth.”
 Or another way this could be represented is:

“Furthermore, on her forehead a name was written, a mystery:





‘Babylon the Great’,
the mother of prostitutes and of the abominations of the earth.”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore, on her forehead a name was written,”

a.  John continues with his description of the woman sitting on the beast.

b.  She has a single title written on her forehead, which has three parts.

c.  The name on her forehead identifies her as belonging to Satan just as the mark of the beast identifies unbelievers who belong to the Antichrist and the seal on the forehead of believers that identifies them as belonging to the Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  “Placing the name upon the forehead (probably upon a headband) appears to have been a custom of Roman courtesans [prostitutes].”

2.  “a mystery,”

a.  The Greek word means “‘a secret, secret rite, secret teaching, or a mystery’.   It was a religious technical term applied in the Greco-Roman world mostly to the mysteries [the mystery cult religions of paganism] with their secret teachings, religious and political in nature, concealed within many strange customs and ceremonies.  The principal rites remain unknown because of reluctance in antiquity to divulge them.”
  However, in the writing of the New Testament it is used of a mystery that is revealed, and that is exactly what is being done here.  It is a satanic mystery being revealed by God.  The word implies a new revelation, not something to be kept hidden.  In this case it is the exposing of what is evil about Babylon.


(1)  This term is most appropriate for the woman, since she represents the combination of Satan’s religion and state into one entity.



(2)  The woman represents both the ecumenical religion of Satan during the Tribulation and his one-world government.



(3)  The city of Rome, representing the Revived Roman Empire of Satan, is the revival of the religious-political ruler of the world during John’s day—the original Roman Empire.

b.  It also means “that which transcends normal understanding: a transcendent/ultimate reality, a secret.”
  This meaning would be the counterfeit contrast to the mystery doctrines of the Church Age or God’s mystery, God’s reality of the believer’s union with Christ.  Satan has his counterfeit union with the unbeliever, which is his ‘mystery’.
3.  “‘Babylon the Great’,”

a.  This is the title of the great city of Rev 16:19, “And then the great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell.  That is, Babylon the Great…”

b.  The term ‘Babylon’ was used as a title for the city of Rome by both Jewish and Christian writers, “because like Babylon, Rome also conquered Israel and destroyed its temple as well as led the world into immorality.”


c.  The association with the original city of Babylon is due to that empire’s incorporation of the various demon religions of the nations it conquered into its one-world religion.  Just as the Babylonian Empire incorporated other demon inspired religions into its religious system, so Rome did likewise.

4.  “the mother of prostitutes [the origin of all world religions] and of the abominations of the earth [phallic cult, demonism, idolatry, human sacrifice].”

a.  Some scholars take this statement as a continuation of the name or title.  But because of Rev 14:8 and 18:2, it appears that the title or name is simply “Babylon the Great” with this clause being a further explanation by John of that name or title.  Therefore, the explanation of this concept of incorporating the various pagan religions into one system is now given with the description or explanation of the title ‘Babylon the Great’.

b.  The ‘prostitutes’ here are the various pagan religions, especially the mystery cults of the Roman Empire, which used temple prostitutes (both male and female) to entice their converts into their temples.  Sex was the major feature of the mystery cults.  The city of Rome was the world-wide center of these mystery cults, and therefore, the ‘Mother’ of the mysteries of sexual immorality.

c.  Satan’s mystery cult of the Tribulation is in reality the origin of all the demon-inspired religions of the world.


d.  The abominations of the earth are the results produced by all these cults of religious, sexual immorality: the phallic cult, demonism associated with immoral sexual activity, idolatry associated with sexual immorality, and the practice of human sacrifice, and especially the sacrifice of children while engaging in immoral sexual activity.

e.  “Tacitus describes Rome as the place ‘where all the horrible and shameful things in the world congregate and find a home’.”

5.  Dr. Walvoord gives an excellent background and summary of this verse.

“The title ‘Babylon the Great’ assigned to this woman is not a reference to Babylon as a city or to Babylonia as a nation but a religious designation, namely, that the woman corresponds religiously to what Babylon was religiously.  …Babylon in Scripture is the name for a great system of religious error.  …Babylon is the source of counterfeit religion sometimes in the form of pseudo Christianity, sometimes in the form of pagan religion.  Its most confusing form, however, is found in Romanism.  In Genesis 10 and 11 it is recorded that Nimrod was the founder of Babel, later called Babylon.  In chapter 11 is recorded the rebellion of men against God in attempting to make a city and a tower that would reach to heaven.  …The tower of Genesis 11 was a monument to human pride and an express act of rebellion against the true God.  …In addition to materials given in the Bible itself, ancient accounts indicate that the wife of Nimrod, who founded the city of Babylon, became the head of the so-called Babylonian myster​ies which consisted of secret religious rites which were developed as a part of the worship of idols in Babylon.  She was known by the name of Semiramis and was a high priestess of the idol worship.  According to extrabiblical records which have been preserved, Semiramis gave birth to a son who she claimed was conceived miraculously.  This son, given the name of Tammuz, was considered a savior of his people and was, in effect, a false messiah, purported to be the fulfillment of the promise given to Eve.  The legend of the mother and child was incorporated into the religious rites and is repeated in various pagan religions.  Idols pic​turing the mother as the queen of heaven with the babe in her arms are found throughout the ancient world, and countless religious rites were introduced supposedly promising cleansing from sin.  Though the rites which were observed in the Babylonian false religion differed greatly in various localities, there usually was a priestly order which furthered the worship of the mother and child, practiced the sprinkling of holy water, and established an order of virgins dedicated to religious prostitution.  Tammuz, the son, was said to have been killed by a wild beast and after​ward brought back to life, obviously a satanic anticipation of the resur​rection of Christ.  …Ezekiel protests against the ceremony of weep​ing for Tammuz in Ezek 8:14.  Jeremiah mentions the heathen prac​tices of making cakes for the queen of heaven (Jer 7:18) and offering incense to the queen of heaven (Jer 44:17-19, 25).  The worship of Baal, characteristic of pagan religion in Canaan, was another form of this same mystery religion originating in Babylon.  Baal is considered identical to Tammuz.  The doctrines of the mystery religions of Babylon seem to have permeated the ancient world, giving rise to countless mystery religions, each with its cult and individual beliefs offering a counterfeit religion and a counterfeit god in opposition to the true God revealed in the Scriptures.  Babylon as an evil woman is portrayed in the prophecy of Zechariah 5:1-11.  …It is a sad commentary on contemporary Christendom that it shows an overweening [arrogant, pompous] desire to return to Rome in spite of Rome’s evident apostasy from true biblical Christianity.  In fact, modern liberalism has far outdone Rome in its departure from the theology of the early church, thus has little to lose by a return to Romanism.  Apostasy, which is seen in its latent form today, will in its ultimate form be seen in this future super-church, which will apparently engulf all Christendom in the period after the rapture of the church.”
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