Rev 17:2



 is the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “with whom” and referring to the great prostitute.  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PORNEUW, which means “to fornicate” (BDAG, p. 854).

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results or completion of a past action.  The consummative aspect is brought out in the English translation by the word “have.”

The active voice indicates the rulers/kings of the earth produced the action of fornicating with the great prostitute.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun BASLILEUS, meaning “the kings,” that is, “the rulers” plus the genitive of identity or descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “of the earth.”
“with whom the rulers of the earth have fornicated.”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore,” followed by the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb METHUSKW, which means “to cause to become intoxicated; get drunk, become intoxicated Eph 5:18; 1 Thes 5:7; Lk 12:45; be drunk Jn 2:10; Rev 17:2.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a past completed action.  The consummative aspect is brought out in the English translation by the word “have.”

The passive voice indicates that the inhabitants of the earth received the action of becoming drunk or intoxicated.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb KATOIKEW, which means “to inhabit, to live, dwell, or reside.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the ones who” or as a demonstrative pronoun “those inhabiting.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is happening as John sees the vision.


The active voice indicates that the people of the earth produce the action of living there.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “the earth.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of source (this might also be the ablative of means—they have become drunk by means of the wine—the meaning is the same either way) from the masculine singular article and noun OINOS, meaning “from the wine.”  Finally, we have the genitive of production from the feminine singular article and noun PORNEIA plus the possessive genitive from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “produced by her fornication.”
“Furthermore those inhabiting the earth have become intoxicated from the wine produced by her fornication.’”
Rev 17:2 corrected translation
“with whom the rulers of the earth have fornicated.  Furthermore those inhabiting the earth have become intoxicated from the wine produced by her fornication.’”
Explanation:
1.  “with whom the rulers of the earth have fornicated.”

a.  The complete sentence now reads: “Come here, I will make known to you the judgment of the great prostitute [the city of Rome], who sits on many waters [the people of the world], with whom the rulers of the earth have fornicated.”

b.  The word “whom” refers to the great prostitute, the city of Rome in the Tribulation.

c.  The rulers of the earth are the rulers of the other nations of the world that are not a part of the Antichrist’s Revived Roman Empire.  This would include the kings of the east, the king of the north and the king of the south.


d.  The key word here is the word “fornication.”


(1)  It does not refer to the literal act of having sex in this context.  It is used figuratively for spiritual fornication.



(2)  Spiritual fornication is used throughout the Old Testament as representative of spiritual degeneracy and apostasy.



(3)  The rulers of the nations of the earth in the Tribulation will be spiritually degenerate and will participate wholeheartedly in the spiritual degeneracy of the capital of the Revived Roman Empire.



(4)  The rulers of the nations will participate in this degeneracy in two main areas:




(a)  through an apostate, degenerate, false religion based upon emotion, and




(b)  through an economic system of greed and opulent wealth.


e.  The rulers of the world will be both religious and economic bed-partners.  They will participate in the idolatrous worship of the Antichrist and his image, and they will participate in his economic system, using the mark of the beast.


f.  The Antichrist sells his religion and economic system to any and everyone who wants a piece of it, just like a whore.  And just like the ‘johns’ who pay the whore, the rulers of the world will pay whatever it costs to get a piece of the action.

2.  “Furthermore those inhabiting the earth have become intoxicated from the wine produced by her fornication.’”

a.  The angel adds another thought to the picture.  The focus now turns from the rulers of the earth to those they rule; that is, the inhabitants of the earth.

b.  The unbelievers or ‘earth-dwellers’ have become drunk from or by means of drinking the wine of the Antichrist’s religious and economic systems.


c.  This is a very interesting analogy.  When a person gets drunk they slur their words, stagger about, lose control of themselves, and are very much under the control of their emotions.  This tells us that the focus of the Antichrist’s religion will be emotional stimulation to the point of emotional takeover of the soul.  The effects of the intoxication of wine and the effects of the intoxication of the satanic religion are the same—the emotions taking control of the person.


d.  Spiritual fornication with Satan’s religious system will produce out of control emotions, just as when a person is intoxicated with wine.


e.  This means that people will not be able to think.  They will be self-absorbed and self-deceived, just as the holy-rollers are today.


f.  This statement also says that the unbelievers who get in bed with the Antichrist’s religious and economic system are never satisfied, never satiated; they cannot get enough; they have to have more and more and more.  Just as the drunk keeps on drinking and can’t get enough wine, so the unbelievers in Satan’s system in the Tribulation can’t get enough religion and can’t get enough wealth and prosperity.

g.  The unbelievers, like the alcoholic, have become addicted to Satan’s system of religion and economics in the Tribulation.  They think it is the greatest thing to ever happen on earth.  They will say to themselves, “Who needs God when we have this wonderful ‘religious’ life (emotionalism) and this wealthy economic life?”

h.  Compare:



(1)  Jer 25:15, “For thus the Lord, the God of Israel, says to me, ‘Take this cup of the wine of wrath from My hand and cause all the nations to whom I send you to drink it.  They will drink and stagger and go mad because of the sword that I will send among them.”


(2)  Jer 51:7, “Babylon has been a golden cup in the hand of the Lord, intoxicating all the earth.  The nations have drunk of her wine; therefore the nations are going mad.”


(3)  Rev 14:8, “And then another angel, a second one, followed and kept saying, ‘Fallen, Fallen, Babylon the Great, who has caused all nations to drink from the wine of the wrath of her immorality.’”


(3)  Rev 18:3, “For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the passion of her immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed acts of immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich by the wealth of her sensuality.”

g.  Dr. Beale offers an excellent summary here:

“The nations’ cooperation with Babylon ensures their material security.  Without this cooperation their security would be removed.  The opportunity for such security is a temptation too great to resist.  But Babylon’s [Rome’s] promise of earthly prosperity for its willing subjects is an intoxication that the majority of the world’s inhabitants also want to imbibe.  Once imbibed, the intoxicating influence removes all desire to resist Babylon’s destructive influ​ence, blinds one to Babylon’s own ultimate insecurity and to God as the source of real security, and numbs one against any fear of a coming judgment.  …The nations’ loyalty to Babylon was brought on by her ability to provide economic prosperity for them.”

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 625). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Beale, p. 849.
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