Rev 17:18



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore, Moreover, or In addition.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun GUNĒ, meaning “the woman.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, meaning “to see: you saw.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which presents the entire action of John’s seeing the vision as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action of seeing the waters in the vision.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the woman produces the action of being what she is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun POLIS plus the article and adjective MEGAS, meaning “the great city.”
“Furthermore, the woman which you saw is the great city [Rome]”
 is the appositional/explanatory nominative feminine singular articular present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “the one having” or “which has.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “which.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the action as a simple fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the woman; that is, the great city, produces the action of having a royal rule over the kings of the earth.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun BASILEIA, which means “kingship, royal power, royal rule as in Lk 19:12, 15; Rev 17:12, 17, 18.”
  Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the genitive of subordination from the masculine plural article and noun BASILEUS, meaning “over the kings” plus the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “of the earth.”
“which has royal rule over the kings of the earth.”
Rev 17:18 corrected translation
“Furthermore, the woman which you saw is the great city [Rome], which has royal rule over the kings of the earth.”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore, the woman which you saw is the great city [Rome]”

a.  The angel concludes his explanation of the vision by noting what the woman/prostitute represents.  The woman/prostitute sitting on the beast, who sits on many waters [nations], who intoxicates the inhabitants of the earth with her spiritual fornication [false religion], wearing the riches of the world (purple and scarlet, gold, precious stone and pearls), and drunk with the murder of believers, is the great city mentioned in Rev 16:19 by the figurative title “Babylon the Great.”

b.  The great city is the city of Rome, for no other city at the time John wrote had the characteristics ascribed to this city, certainly not Babylon or Jerusalem.


(1)  “The characteristics ascribed to this Babylon apply to Rome rather than to any other city of that age: (a) as ruling over the kings of the earth (17:18); (b) as sitting on seven mountains (17:9); (c) as the center of the world’s merchandise (18:2f; 19:2); (d) as the persecutor of the saints (17:6).”



(2)  “In Revelation, however, Rome acquires a positively sinister significance. ‘The great city, which has dominion over the kings of the earth’ (Rev 17:18), seated upon seven mountains (verse 9), and upon ‘the waters’ which are ‘peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues’ (verse 15), is unmistakably the imperial capital.”

2.  “which has royal rule over the kings of the earth.”

a.  Rome is the only city in John’s time or in the tribulational reign of the Antichrist that will have royal rule over the kings of the earth.

b.  Jerusalem will not rule over the kings of the earth until the millennial reign of Christ.

c.  The king of Babylon is most likely one of the kings of the east, and he is just one of many others and does not have royal rule over the kings of the earth.

d.  Only one person has royal rule over the kings of the earth and that is the Antichrist, who is given that royal rule by Satan.  The Antichrist is the king of the west and his capital is in the city of Rome.


e.  The city of Rome represents the ruling power of a false ecumenical religious system that will be overthrown by the Beast and the False Prophet, when they establish the idolatrous worship of the beast midway through the Tribulation.


f.  The city of Rome is the center of this apostate worldwide religion during the first half of the Tribulation until the city is destroyed by a nuclear holocaust midway through the Tribulation.


g.  This religion will rule over the kings of the earth until the worship of the Beast supplants the rule of this prostitute.
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