Rev 17:17



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give; grant: has allowed.”

The aorist tense is a culminative/futuristic aorist, which describes a future event as though it has already happened because it is so certain to happen.  It regards the entire event as a fact with emphasis on its existing results.


The active voice indicates that God will produce the action of giving as a part of His divine control of human history.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine plural article and noun KARDIA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “into their hearts.”  The heart is the thinking part of the soul where norms, standards, and values are stored.  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb POIEW, which means “to make, do, manufacture, produce, cause, accomplish, carry out, bring about, etc.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the future action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the subordinate rulers of Antichrist produce the action of accomplishing the purpose, intention, judgment, and decision of God.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun GNWMĒ with the possessive genitive of the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His purpose, [intention, judgment and decision].”

“For God has allowed into their hearts to accomplish His purpose;”
 is the explicative use of the conjunction KAI (BDAG, p. 495), meaning “that is; and so, namely.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, produce, carry out, accomplish, etc.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the future action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the subordinate rulers of Antichrist produce the action of accomplishing the purpose, intention, judgment, and decision of God.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular cardinal adjective HEIS with the noun GNWMĒ, meaning “one purpose, (intention, judgment, decision).”
“that is, to accomplish one purpose;”
 is the explicative use of the conjunction KAI (BDAG, p. 495), meaning “that is; and so, namely.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb DIDWMI, meaning “to give.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the future action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the subordinate rulers of Antichrist produce the action of giving their kingdom to the beast.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their kingdom.”  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the neuter singular article and noun THĒRION, meaning “to the beast” and referring to the beast out of the sea, the Antichrist, the man of lawlessness, the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire.
“namely, to give their kingdom to the beast”
 is the word ACHRI, which is used as a conjunction, meaning “until” (BDAG, p. 160).  This is followed by the third person plural future passive indicative from the verb TELEW, which means “(1) to complete an activity or process: bring to an end, finish, complete (2) to carry out an obligation or demand: carry out, accomplish, perform, fulfill, or keep.”


The future tense affirms what will definitely happen.


The passive voice indicates that the subject, the words of God receive the action of being accomplished or fulfilled.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic promise of Scripture.
Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the words, statements, proclamations, or declarations.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of “God’s words.”
“until the words of God shall be fulfilled.”
Rev 17:17 corrected translation
“For God has allowed into their hearts to accomplish His purpose; that is, to accomplish one purpose; namely, to give their kingdom to the beast until the words of God shall be fulfilled.”
Explanation:
1.  “For God has allowed into their hearts to accomplish His purpose;”

a.  The angel continues with his explanation to John (and us) of what God is doing in the background of the Tribulation to resolve the angelic conflict.

b.  God doesn’t put thoughts, intentions, ideas, or decisions into people’s minds in order to make them do things.  That is a blasphemous idea because it denies free will and violates the whole purpose of human history to resolve the angelic conflict.



(1)  Man must be free to think and do as he pleases in order to resolve the angelic conflict.


(2)  Man must be free to believe in Christ or not believe in Christ.



(3)  Man must be free to think what he wants and then do what he wants or think what God wants and do what God wants.  This is what the spiritual life is all about.  It is all about us thinking what God wants and doing what God wants rather than what we want.


c.  God has allowed the beast-dictator of the Revived Roman Empire and his subordinate leaders to think what they want to think, to intend what they want to intend, to decide what they want to decide, and to do what they want to do.


d.  God has not coerced or directed their free will.  He has granted them the freedom to think and do exactly what they want and what Satan wants.  He has allowed them to have in their hearts whatever norms and standards they desire to have.  He has permitted them to have the thoughts and intentions of their hearts, which will ultimately accomplish His will.  Dr. Thomas states it thus: “In the outworking of His plan for this creation God allowed the existence of evil, but He is not in any sense the author of evil.  He does not put it into the hearts of the kings to make war with the Lamb, but to give their kingdom to the beast.  He now allows that evil to run its course in bringing this creation to its inevitable end as the kings decide on their own to make war with the Lamb.”
  (The underline is mine.)

e.  This is the same concept as expressed by Joseph in Gen 50:20, “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.”

f.  Satan motivates these evil men to do their evil deeds, not God, Rev 13:5-6, “In addition, a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies was given to him, and authority to be active for forty-two months was given to him.  And he opened his mouth for the purpose of blasphemies against God, to slander His person and His tabernacle, those who dwell in heaven.”  The mouth speaks what is in the heart or thinking of man.  The man of lawlessness, the beast out of the sea was given the thoughts to speak these blasphemies by Satan, not by God, otherwise God is a house divided against Himself.

g.  God’s purpose, intention, judgment and decision is that Satan will be permitted to use the hatred of this man and his subordinates to martyr believers, to kill off as many unbelievers as he wants, to carry out the final persecution of the Jews, and to engage in the greatest world war.


h.  Satan is carrying out his final frustration in human history.  The Antichrist and his subordinates are carrying out their desires to try to rule the world.  God is carrying out His plan to permit Satan and his subordinates to do everything they want, so that they will all be gathered together for the great slaughter of the Second Advent.


i.  God’s purpose for the Tribulation will be accomplished, and it will be accomplished by the enemies of God and those who believe in Christ.


j.  Ps 76:10a, “For the wrath of man shall praise You.”

k.  Dr. Thomas summarizes with this statement, “God has put into the hearts and minds of the ten kings and their leader to turn against the religious structure which they feel no longer serves a useful purpose for them.”
  Don’t these men have their own free will to do this?
2.  “that is, to accomplish one purpose; namely, to give their kingdom to the beast”

a.  God has permitted the subordinate kings of the Revived Roman Empire to do exactly what they want to do—give their power and authority to the beast-dictator, the Antichrist.

b.  This same thought was already declared in Rev 17:13, “These have one ideology; furthermore, they give their power and authority to the beast” and is repeated here for emphasis.

c.  They have one ideology, one thought, and one purpose, which is to accomplish the will, plan, and purpose of the Antichrist, who has one ideology, one thought, and one purpose, which is the accomplish the will, plan, and purpose of Satan.


d.  They have the same admiration of the Antichrist as the rest of the world, as stated in Rev 13:4b, “In addition they worshipped the beast, saying, ‘Who [is] like the beast, and who is able to fight against him?’”

e.  These subordinate rulers do to the Antichrist exactly what the fallen angels did to Satan.  They gave all their power and authority to the beast-Satan.


f.  These rulers put all their eggs in one basket.  They have decided that they will sink or swim with the Antichrist.  They are with him in spirit and in deed.  And God has permitted them to do this in order to accomplish His will of destroying all evil on the earth at once.

3.  “until the words of God shall be fulfilled.”

a.  These subordinate rulers of the Revived Roman Empire will stick with the Antichrist until the bitter end of the Tribulation.  There is no turning back for them.

b.  The words, statements, proclamations, declarations, or decrees of God will be fulfilled.  They will be accomplished in human history.

c.  These rulers will follow the Antichrist and Satan until the decrees of God are fulfilled.


d.  They will do what they want to do, and what they will do has been decreed by God in eternity past before their creation.


e.  The fulfillment of the decrees of God has no affect upon the function of the free will of man to act freely in doing what he wants.  The omniscience of God simply knows what we will do beforehand and declares what our free will decisions and actions will be.

f.  These men will follow the path they have chosen from their own free will and will continue to follow that path until all that God has declared about them and their leader (the beast) has been fulfilled.

g.  These followers of the beast will accomplish the single-minded purpose of supporting him until their defeat with him at the second advent of Christ.  Then they will share his fate in the lake of fire forever.
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