Rev 17:16



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore, Moreover or In addition.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and cardinal adjective DEKA with the noun KERAS, meaning “the ten horns.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the neuter plural noun KERAS, meaning “horns.”  Then we have the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, which means “to see: you saw.”  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun THĒRION, meaning “the beast.”  Then we have the appositional nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these” and referring to the ten horns and the beast.  This is followed by the third person plural future active indicative from the verb MISEW, which means “to hate or detest (BDAG, p. 652); depending on the context, this verb ranges in meaning from ‘disfavor’ to ‘detest’.  The English term ‘hate’ generally suggests affective [emotional] connotations that do not always do justice to some of the Semitic oriented uses of the verb in the LXX related to shame-honor in the sense ‘hold in disfavor, be disinclined to, have relatively little regard for’.”
  This suggests that the beast and his leaders had little regard for the ecumenical religion they demanded of others, demonstrating their hypocrisy. 

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.

The active voice indicates that the Antichrist and his subordinate rulers in the Revived Roman Empire will produce the action of hating, detesting, and having little regard for their own ecumenical religion, represented by the city of Rome.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PORNĒ, meaning “the prostitute.”
“Furthermore the ten horns which you saw and the beast, these will hate [detest, have little regard for] the prostitute.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore, Moreover, or In addition.”  Then we have the double accusative direct object from the thing in the feminine singular perfect passive participle of the verb ERĒMOW, which means “to make uninhabitable, lay waste, depopulate a city Rev 18:19;  17:16; a kingdom depopulated by civil war Mt 12:25; Lk 11:17; to ruin of wealth associated with Babylon Rev 18:17.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the finished product of the action of the beast and his subordinate rulers.


The passive voice indicates that the prostitute, the city of Rome, will receive the action of being laid waste, depopulated, and ruined.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the third person plural future active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to make, produce, create, cause, or bring about.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the beast and his rulers will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the other part of the double accusative of direct object in the accusative of the person from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “her” and referring to the prostitute.  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective GUMNOS, which means “naked.”  This may refer to the looting of the city of all its wealth and valuables.
“Moreover they will cause her to be ruined [laid waste and depopulated] and naked.”
 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact,” followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun SARX with the possessive genitive from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “her flesh.”  Then we have the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat; consume, devour as in Heb 10:27; Jam 5:3.”
  The action here is more violent than simply eating.  Therefore, devour is the better translation.

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the beast and his rulers will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the connective KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “her” and referring to the prostitute-city of Rome.  Then we have the third person plural future active indicative from the verb KATAKAIW, which means “to burn down, burn up, consume with fire Mt 13:30; Acts 19:19; 1 Cor 3:15; Heb 13:11; a third of the earth with its trees and grass Rev 8:7; Rev 17:16.”
 


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the beast and his rulers will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular noun PUR, meaning “with fire.”
“In fact they will devour her flesh [the religious converts] and consume her [the city of Rome] with fire.”
Rev 17:16 corrected translation
“Furthermore the ten horns which you saw and the beast, these will hate [detest, have little regard for] the prostitute.  Moreover they will cause her to be ruined [laid waste and depopulated] and naked.  In fact they will devour her flesh [the religious converts] and consume her [the city of Rome] with fire.”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore the ten horns which you saw and the beast, these will hate [detest, have little regard for] the prostitute.”

a.  The angel continues his explanation of the vision John has just seen by indicating the mental attitude of the ten rulers of the Revived Roman Empire and the beast-dictator or Antichrist who leads them.

b.  All of these men will hate, detest, despise, and have little or no regard for the woman who sits on many waters; that is, the prostitute who sits on the beast, the city of Rome as the center of the ecumenical religion of the Antichrist.  The Antichrist and his subordinate rulers will detest and despise the ecumenical religion adopted by the unbelievers of the world.

c.  The woman or prostitute is clearly defined by the angel in Rev 17:18 as ‘the great city’, “Furthermore, the woman which you saw is the great city.”  The ‘great city’ refers back to the city mentioned in Rev 16:19, “And then the great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell.  That is, Babylon the Great was remembered before God for the purpose of giving her the cup containing the wine of His wrath’s anger.”

d.  The city of Rome is the capital of the Revived Roman Empire and the center of  worldwide ecumenical religion.


e.  The Antichrist and his ten rulers have no regard for this ecumenical religion.  In fact they come to hate and despise it.


g.  Their hatred is so great for this worldwide religion that they will cause it to be destroyed by the physical destruction of the center of worship—the city of Rome.
2.  “Moreover they will cause her to be ruined [laid waste and depopulated] and naked.”

a.  The angel adds another fact.  The human leaders of the Revived Roman Empire will cause the city of Rome to be ruined, laid waste and depopulated.  Then it will be stripped naked of all its wealth and prosperity.  The destruction of the city of Rome is the destruction of the ecumenical religion.

b.  The means by which this takes place is described in Rev 18:8, “For this reason in one day her plagues will come, pestilence and mourning and famine, and she will be burned up with fire; for the Lord God who judges her is strong.”  Being burned up with fire in one day seems to indicate a total destruction of the city through a nuclear holocaust.

c.  A nuclear holocaust of the city explains the city being laid waste and in ruin with a depopulation of its people.


d.  Whatever wealth is left in the city is stripped away by looters who survive the holocaust or outsiders who come into the city for this purpose.


e.  The point is that the devastation of the city is total.  There is nothing left.


g.  The interesting thing here is that the Antichrist and his fellow-rulers of the Revived Roman Empire will cause or make this happen.  There are two possible scenarios behind this statement.



(1)  It is possible that the Antichrist causes a self-inflicted holocaust on his own capital in order to justify his attack on the king of north and involvement in the final world war; or



(2)  The Antichrist and his confederation’s activities to dominate the world cause other rulers (such as the king of the north or the king of the south or the kings of the east) to initiate a preemptive nuclear strike against his capital.


h.  We don’t have enough information in Scripture to tell us exactly what happens, but in either case the Antichrist and his subordinate rulers are the cause for the destruction of their own capital city, and therefore, the center of ecumenical religion.


i.  The destruction of the city of Rome is the de facto destruction of the satanic ecumenical religion.  The timing of this event is probably midway through the Tribulation as explained by Dr. Walvoord.
These graphic words clearly picture the downfall of the apostate world church of the future.  By comparison with other scriptures, the time of the event may be placed approximately at the midpoint of the seven years of Daniel’s seventieth week, which leads up to and climaxes in the second coming of Christ.  During the first half of the seven years, apostate Christendom flowers and establishes its power over all the world.  During this period there is a measure of religious freedom as indicated by the fact that the Jews are allowed to worship and renew their sacrifices (Dan 9:27).  There may be widespread preaching of the gospel in this same period, as it would hardly seem possible to extend religious freedom to the Jews without doing the same for all.  However, the triumph of the ecumenical movement is simultaneous with this final effort.  All religions of the world, apart from the true faith in Christ, gather in one great world church.  Only those who are truly saved, whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life and who know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, seem to escape this movement toward unification.  The climax of this series of events is seen in the early portion of chapter 17 where the wo​man in all her pomp and wickedness is riding the beast. 

However, with the beginning of the second half of the week, the ruler of the revived Roman Empire, who is the political head of the world empire and is himself designated also as ‘the beast’, is able to proclaim himself dictator of the whole world.  In this capacity he no longer needs the help and power of the church.  He therefore destroys the world church and substitutes for this ecclesiastical apostasy the final form of wicked​ness in the area of religion, the worship of himself.  According to 13:8, all men shall worship the beast except true believers in Christ.  Many find a parallel revelation in Dan 11:36-39 where the willful king like​wise puts aside all other deities in favor of the worship of himself.”

3.  “In fact they will devour her flesh [the religious converts] and consume her [the city of Rome] with fire.”

a.  The angel continues his explanation of what happens to the city of Rome.  The beast-dictator and his subordinate rulers will devour the flesh of the prostitute.  This is a picture of the death and destruction of the religious converts living in the city of Rome.  Devouring the flesh is a metaphor for the physical death of people.

b.  The prostitute’s flesh are those unbelievers of the world who have converted to her system of religious idolatry.

c.  Again the city of Rome is said to be consumed with fire.  A nuclear holocaust is the only method by which this could happen in a day, and is the likely answer to this metaphor.


d.  Our Lord’s teaching will be fulfilled, Mk 3:24-26, “If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.  If a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand.  If Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but he is finished!”

e.  Dr. Osborne summarizes thus, “God causes the vassal kings to turn against the final unholy Roman empire as a prelude to the coming of the conquering ram/wrath of the Lamb.  All three elements—betrayal, plagues, parousia—are part of the same sovereign plan of God by which He will bring world history with all its depravity to an end.”
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