Rev 17:12



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural article, cardinal adjective DEKA, and noun KERAS, meaning “the ten horns.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which (ten horns).”  This is followed by the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, which means “to see: you saw.”

The aorist tense is a dramatic aorist, which emphasizes the reality and fact of something that has just happened.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative mood is a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural cardinal adjective DEKA and the noun BASILEUS, meaning “ten kings or rulers.”  Since there are few ‘kings’ in today’s world, I use the more common designation “ruler.”  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “they are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the state or condition as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the ten horns produce the action of being ten kings.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“And the ten horns which you saw are ten rulers,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “who.”  The idea of the qualitative relative pronoun is that these ten kings are ‘of such a kind who’, which in Modern English we would say: ‘who are the kind that’.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun BASILEIA, which means “a kingdom,” that is, the territory ruled by a king and also means: “royal power or rule.”  These ten rulers do not yet have royal power, royal rule or a kingdom.  This is followed by the temporal adverb OUPW, meaning “not yet” plus the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which regards the entire action as a fact with emphasis on its existing results.  The consummative aspect is brought out in the English translation by the word “have.”

The active voice indicates that the ten kings have produced the action of not yet receiving a kingdom.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“who have not yet received a kingdom,”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EXOUSIA, meaning “authority.”  With this we also have the conjunction HWS, meaning “as,” used to indicate the characteristic quality of a thing, plus the masculine plural noun BASILEUS, meaning “kings or rulers.”  Then we have the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the feminine singular cardinal adjective HEIS and the noun HWRA, meaning “for one hour.”  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “they receive.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which is a confident assertion about what is going to take place in the future.  The event, although it has not yet occurred, is looked upon as so certain that it is thought of as already occurring.


The active voice indicates that the ten horns/kings produce the action of receiving authority as kings.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the neuter singular article and noun THĒRION, which means “in association with the beast.”
“but they receive authority as rulers for one hour with the beast.”
Rev 17:12 corrected translation
“And the ten horns which you saw are ten rulers, who have not yet received a kingdom, but they receive authority as rulers for one hour with the beast.”
Explanation:
1.  “And the ten horns which you saw are ten rulers,”

a.  The angel continues by explaining to John that the ten horns on the red beast of Rev 17:3 as well as the great red serpent of Rev 12:3 and the beast ascending from the sea of Rev 13:1 are ten kings or rulers.  In John’s day a ruler of a territory was called a king.  Today we call them many things, but the overall generic term is “ruler.”

b.  Therefore, the great red serpent Satan has ten rulers in his kingdom.  One of those ten rulers—the beast ascending from the sea of nations—rules over these same ten rulers as Satan’s Antichrist.  The term ‘red’ from Rev 12:3 and the term “beast” from Rev 13:1 are brought together in Rev 17:3 to designate “the red beast,” indicating the union of Satan and the man of lawlessness.  This is a parody of the believer’s union with Christ.

c.  The Antichrist begins his ascent to power by being one of Satan’s ten rulers during the first half of the Tribulation.  He ascends to the leadership of the other nine rulers midway through the Tribulation, when Satan gives him full authority and power to carry out his (Satan’s) plan.  The position of power over the one kingdom is then probably backfilled by this man’s deputy, so that this red beast—the Antichrist—still rules over ten rulers.


d.  Some commentators say that the number ten is symbolic of the sum total of anti-Christian power in the Tribulation.  However, “a symbolic number is a suspect conclusion in a context where one of the numbers is a seven that is divided three ways [5+1+1].  The number ten must be quantitative, not qualitative.  The way this can be worked out is to interpret these ten rulers as ten kings who with their kingdoms will join in a confederacy under the leadership of the beast in the final Gentile world empire.  They will rule simultaneously with one another and with the beast.”


e.  These ten horns are the ten horns of Dan 7:7-8, “After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast [the Roman Empire], dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth.  It devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns [nations, provinces, major geographical areas].  While I was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, a little one, came up among them [the rise of the beast out of the sea, Rev 13:1], and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before it; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth uttering great boasts [compare Rev 13:5, ‘In addition, a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies was given to him, and authority to be active for forty-two months was given to him.’].”  The explanation is given by the angel to Daniel in Dan 7:19-25, “Then I desired to know the exact meaning of the fourth beast, which was different from all the others, exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its claws of bronze, and which devoured, crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet, and the meaning of the ten horns that were on its head and the other horn which came up, and before which three of them fell, namely, that horn which had eyes and a mouth uttering great boasts and which was larger in appearance than its associates.  I kept looking, and that horn was waging war with the saints and overpowering them until the Ancient of Days came and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the Highest One, and the time arrived when the saints took possession of the kingdom.

Thus he said: ‘The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on the earth, which will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth and tread it down and crush it.  As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise; and another will arise after them, and he will be different from the previous ones and will subdue three kings.  He will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time.”
2.  “who have not yet received a kingdom,”

a.  These ten rulers do not yet have royal power, royal rule or a territory to rule.  Therefore, these ten kings cannot be the ten emperors of the Roman Empire [before during and after John wrote], some of whom have already ruled, and therefore, have received their kingdom.
 

b.  Ten rulers receiving ten kingdoms does not happen during the Church Age, and will not occur until the resurrection of the Church.

c.  The whole world is thrown into political chaos by the resurrection of the Church.  Whoever can seize and hold power will rule on earth immediately after the resurrection of the Church.  These ten rulers may or may not have any power prior to the resurrection of the Church, but immediately after that event occurs, they will quickly come to power and control their nation.


d.  As the ruler of this world, Satan will immediately empower those who are most obedient to him to take control.

3.  “but they receive authority as rulers for one hour [last half of Tribulation] with the beast.”

a.  These ten rulers do not have power or authority or a territory to rule now, but they will receive authority as rulers, when Satan gives that authority to them after the resurrection of the Church.  These are not ten kings that rule in succession, one after the other, but ten rulers who rule simultaneously ten nations or areas of the Revived Roman Empire, just as the original Roman Empire had proconsuls that ruled each of its areas: Hispania (Spain), Gallia (France/Gaul), Britannia, Dalmatia (the Balkans), Greece [Macedonia, Achaia (southern Greece), Thracia], Asia [Galatia, Cilicia], Syria, Egypt, Libya (eastern North Africa), Numidia (western North Africa).  The Roman Empire actually had thirty provinces outside of the Italian peninsula (Greece and Roman At War, p. 212).

b.  There are two possibilities for when this authority as rulers is given to these ten men.


(1)  Immediately after the resurrection of the Church at the beginning of the Tribulation, or



(2)  midway through the Tribulation, when Satan is cast down to the earth (Rev 12:9) and gives all his authority to the beast-dictator, the Antichrist, the red-beast, the man of lawlessness (Rev 13:4).


c.  Therefore, the one hour can refer to either the entire seven year period of the Tribulation or to the last half of the Tribulation.  The latter is more likely.  “Some time after he [the Antichrist] begins his three and a half year superhuman reign, he will invest these kings with their power to rule, and will reign until their war with the Lamb at His return.”


d.  The last half of the Tribulation is the more likely timeframe, since these ten rulers are said to receive authority with the beast, and he does not receive his full authority from Satan until midway through the Tribulation.  Therefore, the one hour most likely refers to the last half of the Tribulation.


e.  It seems that these ten rulers plus the Antichrist will need the first half of the Tribulation to ruthlessly seize political power on earth, and then, once Satan has been cast down to the earth midway through the Tribulation, he gives them his full support and empowerment to carry out his final will on earth.

� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 300.


� Mounce, p. 319.


� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 301.  So also Osborne, p. 622.
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