Rev 17:10



 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural article with the cardinal adjective PENTE, which means “five.”  The article substantivizes the adjective, so that it can function as the noun-subject of the clause.  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PIPTW, which means “to fall: have fallen.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which regards the entire past action as a fact, but emphasizes the conclusion or results of a completed action.  The consummative aspect is brought out in the English translation by the word “have.”

The active voice indicates that the five previous world empires have produced the action of falling.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“five [Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece] have fallen,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is or exists” (BDAG, p. 282 gives as the first meaning of EIMI “to exist.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now occurring as John writes and lives.


The active voice indicates that one of the seven heads/mountains/kings; that is, the sixth one, produces the action of existing right now as the angel explains this vision to John.  Therefore, the current Roman Empire in John’s day produces the action of being or existing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“one exists [the Roman Empire in John’s day],”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective ALLOS, meaning “the other” and referring to the Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation.  BDAG, p. 46 says that  could be translated “the last” here.  Then we have the negative adverb OUPW, which means “not yet” (BDAG, p. 737).  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: has come.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a past fact, but emphasizes the conclusion or results of a completed action, which in this case have not occurred.  The consummative aspect is brought out in the English translation by the word “has.”

The active voice indicates that the other head/mountain/king; that is, the last world empire has not yet produced the action of coming.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“the other [the Revived Roman Empire] has not yet come;”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet, but, however, or nevertheless.”
  Then we have the temporal conjunction HOTAN, meaning “when,” followed by the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: when it comes.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action of the coming and existence of the Revived Roman Empire in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  The action is simply stated as a fact.

The active voice indicates that the last world empire is producing the action of coming.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive used in clauses where the temporal element is indefinite as to the time of realization.  This indicates that the coming of this satanic world empire is indefinite depending on other events in human history, such as the resurrection of the Church.  There is no question here about its coming, just the time when it will occur.

Then we have the adverb of time OLIGOS, meaning “for a short time Mk 6:31; 1 Pet 1:6; 5:10; Rev 17:10.”
  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “it” and referring to the last world empire of Satan.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the impersonal verb DEI, which means “it is necessary” or “it must.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its progress.  It can also be a descriptive present for what then must take place.

The active voice indicates that Satan’s final world empire will produce the state of being necessary to remain for a short time.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb MENW, which means “to continue to exist, remain, last, persist, continue to live Jn 12:34; 21:22f; Heb 7:24; 1 Jn 2:17; 1 Cor 15:6; Phil 1:25; Rev 17:10.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the future action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Satan’s final world empire will produce the action.


The infinitive is a complimentary infinitive, which is used to complete the meaning of the main verb ‘it must’.
“nevertheless, when it comes it must remain for a short time.”
Rev 17:10 corrected translation
“five [Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece] have fallen, one exists [the Roman Empire in John’s day], the other [the Revived Roman Empire] has not yet come; nevertheless, when it comes it must remain for a short time.”
Explanation:
1.  “five [Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece] have fallen,”

a.  The entire sentence now reads: “The seven heads are the seven mountains on which the woman sits.  Furthermore, they are seven kings; five [Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece] have fallen, one exists [the Roman Empire in John’s day], the other [the Revived Roman Empire] has not yet come; nevertheless, when it comes it must remain for a short time.”

b.  The five world empires of Satan since the universal flood have been:


(1)  The Egyptian Empire, from about 3000 B.C. – 1250 B.C.


(2)  The Assyrian Empire, from about 1250 B.C. – 650 B.C.


(3)  The Babylonian Empire, from about 650 B.C. – 550 B.C.


(4)  The Persian Empire, from 550 B.C. – 331 B.C.


(5)  The Greek Empire, from 331 B.C. – 200 B.C.

c.  That these five heads/mountains/kings refer to five kingdoms or empires is supported by the declaration of Rev 14:8 and 18:2, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the Great,” which clearly refers to the fall of Satan’s kingdom or empire in the last half the Tribulation and not to an individual king.

2.  “one exists [the Roman Empire in John’s day],”

a.  The sixth empire of the seven is the empire that existed at the time John wrote Revelation.  This was the Roman Empire.

b.  The Roman Empire existed from about 264 B.C. – 476 A.D.
3.  “the other [the Revived Roman Empire] has not yet come;”

a.  The seventh empire is the empire that has not yet existed in human history.

b.  This is the Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation.  It will last for three and a half years.
4.  “nevertheless, when it comes it must remain for a short time.”

a.  The angel adds an additional explanation that this final empire of Satan will only exist for a short period of time.

b.  As we have already seen this short period of time is only forty-two months.  Rev 13:5, “In addition, a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies was given to him, and authority to be active for forty-two months was given to him.”

c.  This empire will take three and a half years to establish itself during the first half of the Tribulation.  During this time the man of lawlessness, the Antichrist, will rise to power with the ten nation confederation and finally establish himself as the dictator of this empire.  Satan will then empower him and indwell him and he will remain along with this satanic empire for the last half of the Tribulation—a short time.
5.  Why does this counting of world empires ignore the various empires of the Church Age, such as the Ottoman Empire, the Islamic Empire, or the Byzantine Empire?


a.  The Church Age is intercalated or inserted into human history by God.


b.  The course of human history was suppose to end seven years after the resurrection of Christ.


c.  God halted the normal course of human history and inserted the Church Age to call out a royal family for Christ, because of His spiritual victory on the Cross.


d.  Therefore, the empires of the Church Age may be satanically inspired empires, but they are not influenced by an ecumenical world religion.  Each empire of the Church Age is influenced by one particular religion, whether it is Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, or a distorted form of Christianity (the Holy Roman Empire of the Catholic Church).

e.  There is no world-wide empire with a world-wide ecumenical religion during the Church Age.  This cannot and will not occur until after the resurrection of the Church.
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