Rev 16:8



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and ordinal adjective TEARTOS, which means “the fourth” and refers to the fourth of the seven angels.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EKCHEW, which means “to pour out: poured out.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire action as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the fourth angel produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PHIALĒ with the possessive genitive third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his bowl.”  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun HĒLIOS, meaning “on the sun.”
“And then the fourth [angel] poured out his bowl on the sun.”
 is the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction KAI to introduce a further explanation of the previous statement.  It should be translated “That is.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given: it was given/granted.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire action as a past fact.


The passive voice indicates that the power and authority to produce the action was received by this angel from God to execute this judgment.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to the fourth angel.  It is also possible that this masculine singular refers back to the masculine singular noun HĒLIOS = sun because it is closer in the context.  However, logically it makes more sense that authority to act is being given to an angel rather than to an inanimate object.
  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb KAUMATIZW, which means “to burn” (BDAG, p. 536).


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the entire action as a past fact, from the viewpoint of John already having seen the vision and writing about it later, but views it as a future action from the standpoint of actual occurrence.


The active voice indicates that the elect angel, using the heat of the sun, will produce the action of burning mankind.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.  The idea is: authority was given to him for the purpose of burning mankind with fire.
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “man, mankind; that is, human beings.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular noun PUR, meaning “with fire.”
“That is, it [authority] was granted to him to burn mankind with fire.”
Rev 16:8 corrected translation
“And then the fourth [angel] poured out his bowl on the sun.  That is, it [authority] was granted to him to burn mankind with fire.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then the fourth [angel] poured out his bowl on the sun.”

a.  The next thing that happens is that the fourth angel goes into action, administering his bowl judgment against the unbelievers of the earth.

b.  Even though his bowl is poured out on the sun, God’s judgment is not against the sun, but God uses the sun to administer the judgment against mankind.  This is the meaning of the metaphor “to pour out his bowl on the sun.”
2.  “That is, it [authority] was granted to him to burn mankind with fire.”

a.  John continues with an explanation of what this bowl judgment means.



(1)  Pouring out of his bowl on the sun is a picture of the angel’s authority over the sun to use it as an instrument of divine punishment.



(2)  The angel received divine permission to move the sun closer to the earth (or the earth closer to the sun—it doesn’t matter which, since the result is the same), with the result that mankind (unbelievers) would be burned with the scorching heat of the sun.  Another possibility is that God turns up the volume of heat produced by the sun.

b.  How can this occur physically?  Easy, the angel pours more nuclear fuel into the fusion reactor of the sun, making its core much denser.  This increases the sun’s gravitational pull on the earth.  The result is the increase of gamma or electromagnetic radiation, creating third degree “sunburn” on the exposed skin of people.


c.  This also will create global warming beyond anything scientists have ever imagined.  The average daily temperature on the earth will become 130-140 degrees Fahrenheit.  This will kill all plant life on earth within a few weeks.  It will destroy all crops, creating an immediate worldwide famine.  And there are no water sources available to save the plants or relieve man’s thirst.  This judgment is nothing like the sixth seal judgment of Rev 6:12, where “the sun became black like sackcloth made of hair” or the fourth trumpet judgment of Rev 8:12, where “a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were struck, that a third of them might be darkened.”

d.  Notice the contrast with the believers of the Tribulation, Rev 7:13-16, “And then one from the elders [angelic staff officers] replied, saying to me, ‘These who are wearing white robes, who are they?  And from where have they come?’  Consequently I said to him, ‘My lord, you know.’  And then he said to me, ‘These are the ones who have come out of the Great Tribulation; furthermore they have washed their robes [imputation of divine righteousness at the moment of faith in Christ]; that is, they have made them white by means of the blood of the Lamb.  For this reason, they are before the throne of God; in fact they worship Him day and night in His temple; and the One who sits on the throne will pitch a tent over them.  They will never again be hungry, nor will they thirst again, nor will the sun ever beat down on them, nor any scorching heat.”  This is also stated by Isa 49:10, “They will not hunger or thirst, nor will the scorching heat or sun strike them down; for He who has compassion on them will lead them and will guide them to springs of water.”

e.  This scorching heat is similar to what Jonah experienced in divine discipline, because of his arrogant hatred of the Assyrians and his morbid self-pity, Jon 4:8, “When the sun came up God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on Jonah’s head so that he became faint and begged with all his soul to die, saying, ‘Death is better to me than life.’”

f.  What happens to the believers of the Tribulation still alive on the earth while this is going on?  Aren’t they similarly effected?  Ps 121:5-6 gives the answer, “The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade on your right hand.  The sun will not smite you by day, nor the moon by night.”
� Beale, p. 821, “The power ‘to burn’ could be seen as ‘given’ either to the angel or the sun.”
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