Rev 16:5



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: I heard.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire action as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action of hearing.


The indicative mood is declarative, indicating a fact.

Then we have the genitive direct object (when the genitive direct object follows AKOUW, it indicates understanding or comprehension of what was heard; but when the accusative direct object follows, it indicates lack of comprehension or understanding) from the masculine singular article and noun AGGELOS plus the genitive of subordination (the genitive substantive specifies that which is subordinated to or under the dominion of the head noun, Wallace, p. 103.) from the neuter plural article and noun HUDWR, meaning “the angel over the waters” or even better “the angel in charge of the waters.”
  This is followed by the appositional genitive masculine singular present active participle from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”
“And then I heard the angel in charge of the waters, saying,”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective DIKAIOS, meaning “righteous or just.”  Then we have the second person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “You are.”

The present tense is a static, gnomic, or aoristic present for a state or condition that has, is, and will perpetually exist as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Son produces the action of being right and just when judging.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the nominative second person masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: the one who is.”  This is the formal title we saw in Rev 1:4.  This nominative is called a nominative of appellation, in which a title appears in the nominative and functions as though it were a proper name.  This is a par excellence use of a given noun. The key to identification is one of two things: either capitalize the noun or put it in quotation marks.

The article functions as a relative pronoun, while also substantivizing the participle—making it a noun, and in this case a proper noun or title of God.


The present tense is a descriptive present, which is used to describe the present existence of God.


The active voice indicates that God the Son produces the action of being alive, existing right now.


The participle is ascriptive and should be translated “The One Who Is.”
Then we have the additive or continuative or connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative of appellation from the masculine singular article with the third person singular imperfect active indicative (rather than the participle, because the verb EIMI has no participial form to express continuing action in past time) of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: the One who kept on being.”

The imperfect tense is a progressive imperfect, emphasizing an on-going action in the past without regard for its beginning or end.  It refers to never-beginning or ending past time; that is, eternity past.


The active voice indicates that God the Son has produced the action of always existing in past time.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.  It is translated “The One Who Kept On Being.”
Then we have the nominative of appellation from the masculine singular article and adjective HOSIOS, meaning “the Holy One.”
“‘You are just, The One Who Is and The One Who Kept On Being, The Holy One,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things” and referring to the salt and fresh waters of the earth, which are in reality a judgment upon the unbelievers of the world.  Finally, we have the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KRINW, which means “to judge: You have judged.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which regards the entire past action as a fact with emphasis on the results of the completed action.  The consummative aspect is brought out in the English translation by the word “have.”

The active voice indicates that God the Son has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“because You have judged these things,”
Rev 16:5 corrected translation
“And then I heard the angel in charge of the waters, saying, ‘You are just, The One Who Is and The One Who Kept On Being, The Holy One, because You have judged these things,”
Explanation:
1.  “And then I heard the angel in charge of the waters, saying,”

a.  The next thing to happen is John hearing a statement by the third angel, who is in charge of the judgment of the fresh waters.  The key to identifying this angel is the phrase  = ‘of the waters’, which is found in both verse 4 and 5.
  This angel in particular has a comment to make about this particular judgment from God because the effects of this judgment are so devastating on all forms of life on earth.

b.  It is important for the angel to make this statement because of the total devastation of the environment necessary to sustain plant, animal, and human life on earth by this third judgment.

c.  The lack of fresh water is deadly to all forms of life on earth.  Within months all forms of life on earth will cease to exist.  Therefore, Christ must return before this occurs.  Not only will His second advent deliver the believers who are still alive on the earth, but it will deliver plant and animal life as well.


d.  Therefore, what Jesus Christ does to destroy all fresh water sources that sustain life on planet earth is totally just and right as a judgment against the unbelievers of the world.  And our Lord will deliver all other life from the horrible effects of this judgment.

2.  “‘You are just, The One Who Is and The One Who Kept On Being, The Holy One,”

a.  John now quotes what the angel says.  The angel declares God to be righteous or just, for the Greek word DIKAIOS means both concepts, which were interchangeable in the Greek mind.  The righteousness and justice of God is declared in:


(1)  Dan 9:7a, “Righteousness belongs to You, O Lord.”


(2)  Ps 119:137, “Righteous are You, O Lord, and upright are Your judgments.”


(3)  Rom 2:5, “But because of your hardness and unrepentant heart [of the soul], you keep on storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath, even of the revelation of the righteous judgment from God,”


(4)  Rom 3:5-6, “But if our unrighteousness demonstrates God’s righteousness (and it does), what are we to conclude?  God, who inflicts wrath, is not unrighteous, is He?  No.  (I am presenting human viewpoint.)  Emphatically not! For otherwise (if this were true) how will God judge the world?”


(5)  Rom 3:21-22, “(Now the righteousness of God has been revealed, having been declared by the Law and the prophets, apart from the Law; that is, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for the benefit of all who believe, since there is no distinction.)”


(6)  Rom 3:25-26, “Whom [Christ Jesus] God [the Father] publicly displayed as the means of expiation through faith in His blood [spiritual death on the cross] for the demonstration [proof] of His righteousness because of the passing over of previously committed sins, because of the delay in judgment from God, for a demonstration of His righteousness at this present time [Church Age], in order that He might be just even when He justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.”


(7)  Rom 9:14, “Therefore, what are we to conclude?  There is no unrighteousness [wrongdoing, injustice] with God, is there?  Emphatically not!”


(8)  2 Cor 9:9, “just as it stands written, ‘He distributes aboard; he gives to the poor; His righteousness continues eternally’.”


(9)  The justice of God is summarized in 2 Thes 1:4-10, “so that we ourselves take pride in you concerning your perseverance and confidence in doctrine in all your persecutions and afflictions, which you are enduring, evidence of the righteous judgment of God, with the result that you have been considered worthy of the kingdom of God (because of which kingdom certainly you are suffering, since it is a just thing in the judgment of God to pay back suffering to those who oppress you and relief with us to you who are being oppressed at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with His angels of power with flaming fire, inflicting punishment to those who do not know God; that is, to those who do not accept the gospel of our Lord Jesus, who certainly will undergo the punishment—eternal destruction from the person of the Lord; that is, from the glory of His omnipotence, when He comes in that day to be honored with His saints and to be admired by all those who believed), because our witness to you was believed.”


(10)  Jn 5:30, “I can do nothing on My own initiative.  As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.”


(11)  Jn 8:16, “But even if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone in it, but I and the Father who sent Me.”

b.  Then the angel states a title of God, which is used several times in this epistle.


(1)  Rev 1:4, “John, to the seven churches in Asia: grace to you and prosperity from ‘The One Who Is’ and ‘The One Who Kept on Being’ and ‘The One Who Is Coming’ and from ‘The Seven Spirits’ Who [is] before His throne, …”  We know that in this verse this title is a reference to God the Father because the beginning of verse 5 says, “and from Jesus Christ.”  However, in the rest of Revelation the same title is always used of our Lord.



(2)  Rev 1:8, “‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘The One Who Is and The One Who Kept on Being and The One Who Is Coming, The Almighty’.”  Here we see the same title used for God the Son.



(3)  Rev 4:8, “In addition the four living being, each one of them having six wings apiece, are full of eyes outside and inside.  Furthermore, by day and by night they do not cease, saying, ‘Holy, holy, holy, [is] the Lord, the Almighty God [Jesus Christ], ‘The One Who Kept on Being’ and ‘The One Who Is’ and ‘The One Who Is Coming’.”


(4)  Rev 11:17, “saying, ‘We give thanks to You, O Lord, the Omnipotent God, The One Who Is and The One Who Kept On Being, because You have taken Your great power and have begun to rule.”

c.  Another title is added to this title: “The Holy One.”


(1)  Our Lord Jesus Christ is specifically called “The Holy One of Israel” in 2 Kg 19:22, “Whom have you reproached and blasphemed?  And against whom have you raised your voice, and haughtily lifted up your eyes?  Against the Holy One of Israel!”  Ps71:22; 78:41; 89:18; Isa 1:4 and many other passages in Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel.


(2)  1 Sam 2:2, “There is no one holy like the Lord.  Indeed, there is no one besides You, nor is there any rock like our God.”


(3)  Job 6:10, “But it is still my consolation, and I rejoice in unsparing pain, that I have not denied the words of the Holy One.”


(4)  The same title was used in Rev 15:4, “Who will not respect, O Lord, and glorify Your person? Because only [You are] holy; Because all the nations will come and worship before You; Because Your righteous acts have been revealed.’”


(5)  Isa 6:3, “And one called out to another and said, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of The Armies, The whole earth is full of His glory.’”


(6)  Even the demons acknowledge Jesus Christ as holy, Mk 1:24, “saying, ‘What business do we have with each other, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have You come to destroy us?  I know who You are the Holy One of God!’” also Lk 4:34.


(7)  Jn 6:69, “We [the disciples] have believed and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God.”


(8)  1 Pet 1:15, “but because of the Holy One who called you, you yourselves also become purified ones in all conduct,”


(9)  1 Jn 2:20, “And yet [in spite of believers defecting to the cosmic system], you have the appointment [commission] from the Holy One [Jesus Christ], and all of you know [it].”


(10)  Acts 13:35, “Therefore He also says in another Psalm, ‘You will not allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.’”
3.  “because You have judged these things,”

a.  Then the angel gives the reason why Jesus Christ is righteous and just; that is, holy.  He is holy because He has judged the people of the earth that needed judging—the unbelievers of the Tribulation.

b.  The actual judgment is upon the salt and fresh waters of the earth, which in fact brings hardship and intense suffering to all the unbelievers of the world and all land animals, as well as death to every creature that lives in water.  In addition all crops will fail world wide, since this will destroy the cycle of rainfall.

c.  In effect, every creature of the earth except the believers whom God protects will suffer as a result of the second and third plagues.  The entire economic and environmental systems of the world are completed destroyed.


d.  The judgment of Jesus Christ on the plant, animal, and human life of the earth is totally devastating.  It is no wonder He must restore the earth to perfect environment for man’s habitation during His millennial reign.

� Beale, p. 817, “with the genitive ‘of the waters’ expressing the angel’s sovereignty over the water.”


� Osborne, p. 581, “The angel that poured out the third bowl on the inland waters and springs is designated ‘the angel of the waters’ in Rev 16:5.”  And Beale, p. 817.  I agree with them against A.T. Robertson, Walvoord, Mounce, Thomas, and others.
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