Rev 16:19



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become: the great city became.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun POLIS with the article and adjective MEGAS, meaning “the great city.”  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative case, which was used in place of the predicate nominative (because of the influence of Semitic language and thinking) from the neuter plural cardinal adjective TREIS, meaning “three” and the neuter plural noun MEROS, meaning “parts.”  The prepositional phrase “into three parts” is equivalent to “three parts” as a predicate nominative substitute.  Therefore, literally this says “the great city became three parts.”  However, what it means is that the great earthquake split the great city into three parts.
“And then the great city was split into three parts,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and, in addition, furthermore, or moreover.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun POLIS, meaning “the cities” plus the possessive genitive from the neuter plural article and noun ETHNOS, meaning “of the nations.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PIPTW, meaning “to fall.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire action as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the cities of the Gentile nations produced the action of falling.  This means that the buildings within the cities all fell from the intensity and power of the great earthquake.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“and the cities of the nations fell.”
 is the explicative or epexegetical use of the conjunction KAI
, in which the conjunction is used to introduce a result from the preceding statement.  It means “And then; And so; That is; or Namely.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular proper noun BABULWN, which we transliterate as “Babylon.”  With this we have the appositional nominative from the feminine singular article and adjective MEGAS, meaning “the Great.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb MIMNĒISKW, which means “to remember.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire action as a past fact.


The passive voice indicates that Babylon the Great received the action of being remembered.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “before God” or “in the presence of God.”
“That is, Babylon the Great was remembered before God”
 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb DIDWMI, meaning “to give.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire action of divine judgment on the city as a fact.


The active voice indicates that being remembered by the justice of God produced the action of being given something.

The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, meaning that the Babylon the Great was remembered before God for the purpose of giving her something.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “to her” and referring to the feminine singular noun BABULWN.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun POTĒRION, meaning “the cup” plus the genitive of content
 from the masculine singular article and noun OINOS, meaning “containing the wine” plus the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THUMOS, meaning “of anger.”  Finally, we have the attributive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ORGĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His wrath’s.”
“for the purpose of giving her the cup containing the wine of His wrath’s anger.”
Rev 16:19 corrected translation
“And then the great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell.  That is, Babylon the Great was remembered before God for the purpose of giving her the cup containing the wine of His wrath’s anger.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then the great city was split into three parts,”

a.  The next thing John sees is the destruction of the city of Rome itself.  The great earthquake splits it into three parts.  Some people consider ‘the great city’ to be Jerusalem because the same phrase is used in Rev 11:8, “And then their corpses [will be displayed] in the street of the great city, which is called figuratively Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.”  However, Zech 14:4 indicates that Jerusalem is only split into two parts by this earthquake, “In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.”
  In Rev 18:10 and 21, ‘the great city’ is clearly identified as ‘Babylon’, “standing at a distance because of the fear of her torment, saying, ‘Woe, woe, the great city, Babylon, the strong city!  For in one hour your judgment has come.’”  Therefore, it is definitely not Jerusalem.

b.  The phrase “the great city” is further defined in Rev 17:18, “Furthermore, the woman which you saw is the great city [Rome] which has a kingdom [rules] over the kings of the earth.”

c.  The woman is explained in the next chapter.  Rev 17:3-10, “Then he [the angel] brought me in the Spirit to a desolate place and I saw a woman [ecumenical religion of the Tribulation] sitting on a scarlet beast [the Revived Roman Empire], full of blasphemous names [false doctrines], having seven heads [empires whose religion influenced Israel] and ten horns [ten nations of the Revived Roman Empire].  Now the woman was clothed with purple [religion] and scarlet [state], and was glittering with gold and precious stones [culture] and pearls [high class], having a golden cup in her hand filled with the abominations and impurities of her fornication; furthermore, upon her forehead a name was written, ‘Mystery, Babylon the Great, the mother of prostitutes [the origin of all world religions] and the abominations of the earth [phallic cult, demonism, idolatry, human sacrifice].  Then I saw the woman intoxicated with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the witnesses for Jesus.  Now when I saw her I was greatly shocked.  Then the angel said to me, ‘Why are you shocked?  I will communicate to you the mystery of the woman [the city of Rome, the center of ecumenical religion] and the beast [the Revived Roman Empire] who carries [supports] her, the one who has the seven heads [rulers] and the ten horns [nations].  The beast that you saw was [Rome in A.D. 96] and is not [the fall of the Roman Empire 476 A.D.] and is about to come up from the abyss [revived Roman Empire empowered by Satan] and will go to destruction [at the Second Advent].  In fact the inhabitants of the earth whose name[s] have not been written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world will marvel when they see the beast that was and is not and yet will exist.  Here is the mind which has wisdom.  The seven heads [previous world rulers] are the seven mountains [seven previous empires] on which the woman [the city of Rome] sits.  Furthermore, they are seven kings [empires], five have fallen, [Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, Persia, Greece], one is [Rome in John’s day], the other [the Revived Roman Empire] has not yet come; nevertheless, when it comes it must remain for a short time [the duration of the Tribulation].”
2.  “and the cities of the nations fell.”

a.  There are two ways of looking at this.



(1)  It could refer to all the great cities of the earth being destroyed by this worldwide earthquake.
  Beale says this phrase describes “the universal extent of the last judgment.  It is not just Rome or some later great capital of evil that is decimated but all the world’s cultural, political, economic, and sociological centers.”



(2)  It could refer to all the cities of the ten nation confederation of the Revived Roman Empire.


b.  Regardless of which way we take it, the destruction is massive and total.  Every tall building in every large city will be completed destroyed along with all those people within the buildings.

c.  The destruction of cities means the destruction of governments, commerce, industry, business, road networks, airports, seaports; that is, the entire infrastructure of every nation.


d.  The devastation will be beyond the capability of any office of emergency service, fire or police departments.  Hospitals will be destroyed.  Power plants are destroyed.  Everything everywhere is completed ruined.


e.  If all the nations of the earth are affected, then everything that man has built and achieved will be gone in a day.  Every nation will be ruined and no nation will be capable of rendering assistance to another nation.  The United Nations building will be dust.


f.  If this does not affect every nation of the earth, one thing is certain, the cities of the Revived Roman Empire are completed destroyed and in ruin.

3.  “That is, Babylon the Great was remembered before God”

a.  This sentence further explains the previous sentence.  It is not a new thought, but a more detailed explanation of the previous statement.  John sees the destruction of the city of Rome and the Revived Roman Empire.  The concept of “being remembered before God” refers to the justice of God administering judgment on the kingdom of the Antichrist.


(1)  God does not need to remember, because God never forgets anything.



(2)  Forgetting and remembering are human concepts, and both are anthropopathisms, which attribute a human characteristic to God so that man can understand the actions of God.



(3)  The concept of God ‘remembering’ someone is used both for blessing and judgment.  “Thus for God to ‘remember’ may be positive (to remember His covenant is to show His steadfast love) or negative (to remember sins is to punish them).”
  For example it is used in:




(a)  Gen 9:15, “and I will remember My covenant, which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and never again shall the water become a flood to destroy all flesh.”



(b)  Isa 44:21, “Remember these things, O Jacob, And Israel, for you are My servant; I have formed you, you are My servant, O Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me.”



(c)  Acts 10:31, “and he said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered before God.’”

b.  We were introduced to Babylon the Great in Rev 14:8, “And then another angel, a second one, followed and kept saying, ‘Fallen, Fallen, Babylon the Great, who has caused all nations to drink from the wine of the wrath of her immorality.’”  This passage tells us that Babylon the Great is fallen.  The name is a reference to the city of Rome and the revived Roman Empire during the Tribulation.



(1)  “In Rev 14:8; 18:2, ‘Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great’ is an echo of Isa 21:9 (“Now behold, here comes a troop of riders, horsemen in pairs.  And one said, ‘Fallen, fallen is Babylon; and all the images of her gods are shattered on the ground.’” cf. Jer 51:7-8, “Babylon has been a golden cup in the hand of the Lord, intoxicating all the earth.  The nations have drunk of her wine; therefore the nations are going mad.  Suddenly Babylon has fallen and been broken; wail over her!  Bring balm for her pain; perhaps she may be healed.”), but refers no longer to the city on the Euphrates but to Rome, as is made plain by the mention of seven hills in Rev 17:9 (cf. also Rev 16:19; 17:5; 18:10, 21).  The scarlet woman of Rev 17 is the city of Rome, maintained by the Roman Empire (Rev 17:5, “and on her forehead a name was written, a mystery, ‘BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH’.”  Rev 17:18, ‘The woman whom you saw is the great city, which reigns over the kings of the earth.’).”



(2)  “Among Israelites Rome began to take on the name and many of the characteristics of Babylon as a world-power hostile to God, denounced by the prophets.  So also 1 Pet 5:13, “The co-elect lady in Babylon and Mark, my son, say hello.”  The Babylon in Mesopotamia is also suggested by some, but at the time of the writings of Diodorus Siculus (1 B.C.), he says that it was almost entirely uninhabited.  The association with Rome is preferred by most for Revelation.”



(3)  “In Rev 14:8; 16:19; 17:5; and 18:2, ‘Babylon’ is supposed to mean Rome.  The literal Babylon was the beginner and supporter of tyranny and idolatry … This city and its whole empire were taken by the Persians under Cyrus; the Persians were subdued by the Macedonians, and the Macedonians by the Romans; so that Rome succeeded to the power of old Babylon.  And it was her method to adopt the worship of the false deities she had conquered; so that by her own act she became the heiress and successor of all the Babylonian idolatry, and of all that was introduced into it by the immediate successors of Babylon, and consequently of all the idolatry of the earth.”



(4)  “The early Christians assigned the opprobrious (scurrilous, infamous) name of Babylon to imperial Rome (Rev 14:8; 18:1–24).”



(5)  “All the references to Babylon in Revelation are evidently symbolic: cf. 14:8; 16:19; 17:5; 18:2, 10, 21.  In 17:5 Babylon is designated as MUSTERION.  This undoubtedly indicates that the name is to be understood figuratively.  A few interpreters believe that Jerusalem is the city here designated as Babylon, but most scholars hold that Rome is meant.  This interpretation goes back at least to the time of Tertullian (200 A.D.).  It was adopted by Jerome and Augustine (400 A.D.) and has been commonly accepted by the Church.  There are some strong reasons for accepting it.



(a)  The characteristics ascribed to this Babylon apply to Rome rather than to any other city of that age:




i.  as ruling over the kings of the earth (17:18);




ii.  as sitting on seven mountains (17:9);




iii.  as the center of the world’s merchandise (18:2f; 19:2);




iv.  as the persecutor of the saints (17:6).




(b)  Rome is designated as Babylon in the Sibylline Oracles.  The comparison of Rome to Babylon is common in Jewish apocalyptic literature (see 2 Esdras and 2 Baruch).




(c)  Rome was regarded by both Jews and Christians as being antagonistic to the kingdom of God, and its downfall was confidently expected.  This conception is in accord with the predicted downfall of Babylon (Rev 14:8; 18:2, 10–21).  As Babylon had been the oppressor of Israel, it was natural that this new power, which was oppressing the people of God, should be designated as Babylon.”

4.  “for the purpose of giving her the cup containing the wine of His wrath’s anger.”

a.  John now indicates God’s purpose in remembering Babylon the Great.  God remembers Satan’s kingdom for the purpose of giving it His wrath’s anger or the anger of His wrath.

b.  What the righteousness of God demands, the justice of God will execute in divine judgment against the city of Rome and the Revived Roman Empire.

c.  The phrase “the cup of God’s wrath” is also found in Ps 75:8; Isa 51:17; Lam 4:21; Ezek 23:32.  Read Jer 25:15-29; Rev 14:10, “he also will drink from the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed unmixed [served full strength] in the cup of His anger, and he will be tormented in fire and sulfur before the holy angels and before the Lamb.”

d.  God’s wrath and anger are also both anthropopathisms, ascribing to God human characteristics, so that we might understand God’s motivation and action.


e.  God will remember all the sin, human good, and evil produced by the unbelievers of the Revived Roman Empire and completely destroy that Empire.


f.  The vast Empire of the Antichrist will be judged by God and crumble in the dust of human history.


g.  Just as the original Roman Empire was utterly destroyed and came to nothing, so also the Revived Roman Empire receives the same fate, never to rise again.
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