Rev 16:11



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb BLASPHEMEW, which means “to slander, to blaspheme: they blasphemed.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the unbelievers of the Tribulation produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “the God” plus the genitive of identity (descriptive genitive) from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “of heaven.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of cause from the masculine plural article and noun PONOS with the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “because of their pains, distresses, afflictions, or sufferings.”
  With this we have the connective KAI, meaning “and” plus the preposition EK plus the ablative of cause/reason from the neuter plural article and noun HELKOS with the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “because of their sores, abscesses, or ulcers.”

“And then they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and because of their ulcerous sores.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore,” followed by the absolute negative OU, meaning “not” plus the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb METANOEW, which means “to change one’s mind.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the unbelievers of the Tribulation produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of cause/reason (BDAG, p. 297, pt 3.e.) from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON with the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “because of their works.” 
“Furthermore they did not change their mind because of their works.”
Rev 16:11 corrected translation
“And then they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and because of their ulcerous sores.  Furthermore they did not change their mind because of their works.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and because of their ulcerous sores.”

a.  Ulcerous sores broke out all over the bodies of unbelievers under the first bowl judgment.  These ulcerous, pus-oozing sores are still around throughout the second, third, fourth, and fifth bowl judgments.

b.  This tells us that the effects of each bowl judgment are lasting effects throughout each of the subsequent bowl judgments.  This means that the oceans are all still blood, the lakes and rivers are all still blood, the kingdom of the dictator is still dark (without power), and it’s still as ‘hot as hell’ all the time.

c.  Therefore, the unbelievers of the earth blame God and slander his person and what He has done.


d.  God is revealing Himself and the fact that He means what He says by these judgments.  These judgments are a clear indication that God expects people to believe Him when He says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”  These judgments are the grace and love of God making one final attempt to get the attention of the unbeliever and change their mind about believing in Christ.


e.  Divine judgment is always an attempt to get the unbeliever or believer to change their mind about their beliefs and actions and take another course of action.  The only exception to this is the Last Judgment, where God is no longer making any attempt to change the mind of Satan, fallen angels, or unbelievers.  That is why it is called “Last.”

f.  Therefore, even though God is continuing the terrible pain and suffering of the accumulated effects of these bowl judgments, these unbelievers have hardened their hearts, stiffened their necks, and locked-in their negative volition.


g.  The fact that they blame and blaspheme the “God of heaven” is an indication that they recognize the existence of God, and therefore, recognize they have an obligation to thank Him for their existence.  However, they will not do so in their arrogance.  They think they are entitled to exist.  They think God owes them their existence.  They think God needs them to exist.


h.  Who should these unbelievers really be blaming for their situation?  Certainly they should blame themselves, because of their own decisions and actions, but even more so they should blame the god of this world, who has deceived them and continues to deceive them.


i.  Is God to blame for their sores and pains?  Yes, He is.  He brought the bowl judgments on them.  Was God right in doing so?  Of course He was.  They deserved it.  Therefore, the blasphemy of these unbelievers is in blaming God for the judgments they so richly deserved.

2.  “Furthermore they did not change their mind because of their works.”

a.  In addition to their blasphemy against God, these unbelievers refused to change their minds and believe in Christ for eternal salvation.

b.  The reason why they did not change their minds about Christ is the same reason the Jewish leadership of Israel did not change their minds about Christ during His first advent—because of their works of righteousness, which they have done.


(1)  Eph 2:8-9, “For on the basis of grace you have been saved with the result that you are saved through faith; and this [salvation] [is] not from the source of  yourselves; [it is] a gift from God, not by works, in order that no one may boast [take pride in themselves].”


(2)  2 Tim 1:9, “the One [God the Father] having saved us and having called into the holy position, not according to our works but according to His own predetermined plan and grace, which has been given to us in Christ Jesus before time began.”


(3)  Tit 1:15-16, “All things [are] pure to the pure.  But to those who are defiled and unbelievers, nothing [is] pure.  But both their thinking and conscience have been soiled with excrement.  They claim to be intimately acquainted with God, however they repudiate Him by their works, being detestable both disobedient and unfit for the purpose of every good of intrinsic value production.”


(4)  Tit 3:5, “not by means of works (the ones in righteousness which we have done) but on the basis of His mercy He saved us through the washing of regeneration; that is, through the renewal of the Holy Spirit,”

c.  These unbelievers are described perfectly in Jude 14-16, “And also Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about them, saying, ‘Behold, the Lord came with a countless number of His holy ones to execute judgment against all men; that is, to punish every soul because of all their works of ungodliness, which they have lived in a godless manner, and because of all the cruel words, which godless sinners have spoken against Him.’  These men are constantly blaming complainers, living in conformity with their own lusts; in fact their mouth speaks boastful things, while flattering others for the sake of their own advantage.”

d.  Their “works” is their religious system of idolatry and Satan worship through the ministries of the False Prophet and Antichrist.  They will not give up their religious system in order to believe in Christ.  They will not give up their worship of Satan through their worship of the beast.


e.  Rev 9:20-21 still applies here: “And the rest of mankind [unbelievers], who were not killed by these blows [wounds], did not even change their minds about the works of their hands, with the result that they stop worshipping demons; that is, the gold and silver and bronze, and stone and wooden idols, which are neither able to see nor to hear nor to walk.  Furthermore they did not change their minds about their murders nor about their drug-induced sorceries [occult activity and drug addiction] nor about their sexual immorality [participation in the phallic cult] nor about their stealing [demon inspired criminality].”  Notice that the works of their hands is described here as: worshipping demons, murders, sorceries, sexual immoralities, and criminality.
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