Rev 15:3



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb AIDW, which means “to sing (in praise of someone)” (BDAG, p. 22).

The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what happened at that moment.  This can also be considered a historical present, presenting a past action as though it were happening right now.  The past idea comes from the previous historical aorist tense in verse two “and then I saw,” the same timeframe (the past) being carried on here.  This is where we get the English translation “sang.” 


The active voice indicates that these tribulational martyrs accompanied by their lyres produced the action of singing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun HWIDĒ, meaning “the song” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper noun MWUSĒS, meaning “of Moses” in the sense of ‘belonging to Moses’ or ‘Moses’ song’.  This is followed by the appositional genitive from the masculine singular article and noun DOULOS, meaning “the slave/servant” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  Then we have the epexegetical use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun HWIDE plus the objective genitive from the neuter singular article and noun ARNION, meaning “the song about the Lamb.”
  This is followed by the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what was said at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the tribulational martyrs produce the action of singing.


The participle is circumstantial.

“And then they sing the hymn of Moses, the servant of God; that is, the hymn about the Lamb, saying,”
 is the predicate nominative from the neuter plural adjective MEGAS with the connective KAI plus the predicate nominative from the neuter plural adjective THAUMASTOS, meaning “Great and marvelous/wonderful/amazing.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON with the possessive genitive of the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your works/deeds/actions.”  There is no verb, implying the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[are].”  This is followed by the vocative masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “O Lord.”  Then we have the nominative used as a vocative from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” plus the appositional nominative used as a vocative from the masculine singular article and noun PANTOKRATWR, meaning “Almighty, All-Powerful, Omnipotent (One) 2 Cor 6:18; Rev 1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7, 14; 19:15; 21:22.”

“‘Great and marvelous [are] Your works, O Lord, God, Omnipotent One!”
 is the predicate nominative from the feminine plural adjective DIKAIOS, meaning “Righteous, upright, just, fair” (BDAG, p. 246) plus the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine plural adjective ALĒTHINOS, meaning “true” (BDAG, p. 43).  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun HODOS with the possessive genitive second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your ways.”  Again there is no verb, implying the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[are].”  Finally, we have the vocative masculine singular from the article and noun BASILEUS, meaning “O King” plus the genitive of subordination
 (which has the connotation ‘over the Nations’) from the neuter plural article and noun ETHNOS, meaning “of the Nations” and referring to both all the nations of the world and all Gentile believers in those nations.  “King of the Nations” is a formal title.  This title is a reference to the Lord Jesus Christ as the millennial ruler of the nations of the world.
“Righteous and true [are] Your ways, O King of the Nations!”
Rev 15:3 corrected translation
“And then they sing the hymn of Moses, the servant of God; that is, the hymn about the Lamb, saying, ‘Great and marvelous [are] Your works, O Lord, God, Omnipotent One!  Righteous and true [are] Your ways, O King of the Nations!”
Explanation:
1.  “And then they sing the hymn of Moses, the servant of God; that is, the hymn about the Lamb, saying,”

a.  John continues by describing what these tribulational martyrs do next.  They begin singing a song.

b.  The song is called the hymn of Moses, which is the hymn he sang about the Lamb, the Lamb being one of the titles for our Lord Jesus Christ.  Moses sang two hymns about Christ (as we will see below), one in Ex 15 and the other in Dt 32.  Both hymns focused on the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Both hymns were about Him just as this hymn is about Him.

c.  The phrase ‘the servant of God’ identifies Moses as being a human that was characterized by his complete obedience to the will of God.



(1)  He failed to obey God very few times in his life.  His two biggest failures were killing the Egyptian taskmaster and striking the Rock with his staff twice in anger at the second Meribah incident (Num 27:14).



(2)  This title is ascribed to Moses by Joshua in Josh 22:5, “Only be very careful to observe the commandment and the law which Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, to love the Lord your God and walk in all His ways and keep His commandments and hold fast to Him and serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul.”


(3)  Heb 3:5-6, “Now on the one hand Moses [was] faithful in all His house as a servant as the proof of those things which would be spoken, but on the other hand Christ [is faithful] as a Son over His house, whose house we are, since we hold fast our state of confidence and that in which we take confident pride.”  Notice in this passage that Moses and our Lord are related by the common bond of obedience.



(4)  The real background for this title probably comes from Ex 14:31, “When Israel saw the great power which the Lord had used against the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord, and they believed in the Lord and in His servant Moses,” which introduces the song of Moses in Ex 15.

d.  The obedience of Moses is emphasized here because of the similar obedience of these tribulational believers in not compromising with Satan’s religious, political, or economic systems of rulership of the world.


e.  There are two hymns of Moses that are background for this passage.



(1)  There is the song sung by Moses after God’s victory over the satanic forces of evil at the Red Sea in Ex 15:1-18 (read).  Mounce and Thomas say this is the song.


(2)  There is the song sung by Moses just before his death, Dt 32:1-43 (read).  Walvoord says this is the song.  Beale and Osborne say both songs apply here and I agree with them.
2.  “‘Great and marvelous [are] Your works, O Lord, God, Omnipotent One!”

a.  John now quotes the song sung by these victorious tribulational believers.

b.  The “Lord, God, Omnipotent One” is a reference to the Lord Jesus Christ.  His works are what He does here at the Second Advent with the overthrow of Satan and his forces of evil.  This accomplishment is called “great and marvelous or wonderful.”  The final overthrow of Satan at the Second Advent of Christ is one of the most wonderful things to ever happen in creature history.  The elect angels have been waiting for it throughout human history.


c.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Dt 32:3, “For I proclaim the name of the Lord; ascribe greatness to our God!”


(2)  Ps 111:2, “Great are the works of the Lord; they are studied by all who delight in them.”


(3)  Ps 139:14, “I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; wonderful are Your works, and my soul knows it very well.”

d.  The title ‘Almighty’ or ‘Omnipotent One’ is ascribed to our Lord in:



(1)  Rev 1:8, “‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘The One Who Is and The One Who Kept on Being and The One Who Is Coming, The Almighty’.”  This emphasizes that the Lord Jesus Christ is God, because only God has omnipotence.


(2)  Rev 4:8, “In addition the four living being, each one of them having six wings apiece, are full of eyes outside and inside.  Furthermore, by day and by night they do not cease, saying, ‘Holy, holy, holy, [is] the Lord, the Almighty God [Jesus Christ], ‘The One Who Kept on Being’ and ‘The One Who Is’ and ‘The One Who Is Coming’.”


(3)  Rev 11:17, “saying, ‘We give thanks to You, O Lord, the Omnipotent God, The One Who Is and The One Who Kept On Being, because You have taken Your great power and have begun to rule.”


(4)  2 Cor 6:18, “And I will be a father to you, and you will be sons and daughters to Me,’ says the Lord, the Omnipotent One.”

e.  It takes the omnipotence of God to overthrow the rule of Satan on the earth.  Angels and mankind together could not accomplish it.
3.  “Righteous and true [are] Your ways, O King of the Nations!”

a.  The song continues with two more divine attributes attributed to Christ.


(1)  The Lord Jesus Christ has both perfect righteousness and veracity.


(2)  Everything He does is done in a right way with the right motivation at the right time for all the right reasons. 


(3)  What the Lord does (the ways of the Lord) is always true, trustworthy, honest, faithful, and genuine.


b.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Dt 32:4, “The Rock!  His work is perfect, for all His ways are just; a God of faithfulness and without injustice, righteous and upright is He.”


(2)  Hos 14:9, “Whoever is wise, let him understand these things; whoever is discerning, let him know them.  For the ways of the Lord are right, and the righteous will walk in them, but transgressors will stumble in them.”

c.  Jesus Christ is called by the title “King” in 1 Tim 1:17, “Now to the Sovereign (‘King’) over the ages, incorruptible, invisible, unique God [be] honor and glory forever and ever, Amen.”  Compare also 1 Tim 6:15, “which appearance [rapture] the Happy and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords will exhibit at the proper time.”  However, this title is taken directly from Jer 10:7, “Who would not fear You, O King of the nations?  Indeed it is Your due!  For among all the wise men of the nations and in all their kingdoms, there is none like You.”  The idea that Jesus Christ will rule all the nations is found in Ps 22:28; 47:8; 96:10; 97:1.

d.  Jesus Christ establishes His kingdom at His second advent.  He will rule the entire world, which means He will rule every nation of the earth and all the Gentiles within those nations.  He will also be the ruler of Israel and rule all the Jews in that nation.  Therefore, the title “O King of the Nations” is most appropriate.


e.  The entire millennial rule of Jesus Christ will be characterized by being right, fair, just, true, trustworthy, honest, faithful, and genuine.  Since we will rule with Christ, our rulership with Him will have these same exact characteristics.  We will be able to do this, since we are in resurrection bodies without sin natures.


f.  Notice that this verse ascribes three divine attributes to Jesus Christ: omnipotence, righteousness/justice, and veracity—the three most importance attributes necessary for His rulership of the world.

� Beale (page 792) agrees that the KAI is epexegetical; and Osborne comes to the exact same conclusion about the exegesis here, p. 564, “there is no hint that there are two songs here.  Therefore, the KAI is most likely epexegetical (‘that is’), and the genitive is objective.”


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 755). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Wallace, p. 103.
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