Rev 14:9



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” which introduces another vision.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective ALLOS, meaning “another” and the noun AGGELOS, meaning “angel.”  Then we have the appositional nominative from the masculine singular ordinal adjective TRITOS, meaning “a third one.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from verb AKOLOUTHEW, which means “to follow; to come after.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which presents the action as a simple past fact.


The active voice indicates that the second angel produced the action of following the first angelic herald.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative direct object from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the previous two angels.  This is followed by the nominative of explanation from the masculine singular present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”

The present tense is a progressive or durative present for a continuous action: “he kept saying.”  They repeated again and again what he says here.


The active voice indicates that the second angel continuously produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial 
Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ and the adjective MEGAS, meaning “with a great/loud voice.”
“And then another angel, the third one, followed them and kept saying with a loud voice,”
 is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “If [and it’s true]” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PROSKUNEW, which means “to worship.”

The present tense is a descriptive/customary present, which describes what customarily takes place by the unbeliever during the Tribulation.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite ‘anyone’ (referring to the unbelievers of the Tribulation) produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a statement of fact in the first class conditional sentence.

This is followed by the accusative direct object [remember that whenever a false deity is being worshiped the accusative case is always used after the verb PROSKUNEW, but whenever God is the object of worship, the accusative case is never used after PROSKUNEW, but rather the dative direct object (personal interest); this was how the Greeks would distinguish the worship of a true or false God/god] from the neuter singular article and noun THĒRION, meaning “beast” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EIKWN with the possessive genitive from the third person neuter singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “his image” and referring to the image of the beast-dictator of the revived Roman Empire who represents Satan incarnate.  The KAI here could also be explanatory, meaning “the beast; that is, his image.”
“‘If anyone worships the beast and his image”
 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”

The present tense is a descriptive/customary present, which describes what customarily takes place by the unbeliever during the Tribulation.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite ‘anyone’ (referring to the unbelievers of the Tribulation) produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a statement of fact in the first class conditional sentence.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun CHARAGMA, meaning “mark/brand.”  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter singular article and noun METWPON with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on his forehead.”  Then we have the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or,” followed by the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun CHEIR with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on his hand.”
“and receives the mark on his forehead or on his hand [and he does],”
Rev 14:9 corrected translation
“And then another angel, the third one, followed them and kept saying with a loud voice, ‘If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives the mark on his forehead or on his hand [and he does],”
Explanation:
1.  “And then another angel, the third one, followed them and kept saying with a loud voice,”

a.  John then sees a third angel, like the previous two angels, probably also flying in midheaven; that is, at the zenith of the sun or noontime in each time zone of the earth.  Since this angel is apparently also flying in midheaven like the other two angels, this angel has wings, which makes him an elect angel of high rank from the angelic college of heralds.

b.  This angel like the first angel (and therefore also probably like the second angel) speaks in a loud and clear voice so that all the unbelievers in that part of the earth can hear exactly what God’s message is.

c.  This angel repeats his message just as the previous two angels repeated their message, so that there would be no mistake about what was being declared.


d.  There are three successive angels seen at the zenith of the day in the atmosphere above the earth, who each proclaim a message from God that is given with distinction and clarity for all to hear and understand.

e.  There will be worldwide evangelism of the unbeliever during the Tribulation, not only by the 144,000 Jewish evangelists, and the two great witnesses of God, but also by the elect angels of heaven.  The unbeliever is completely without excuse for failure to believe in Christ during the Tribulation.  Yet millions of people will not believe in Christ to prove that negative volition is truly negative and free to be so.


f.  The negative volition to the gospel that Satan so desperately wants from mankind is the ultimate testimony against himself that he himself rejected the love of God from his own free will.

2.  “‘If anyone worships the beast and his image”

a.  John now gives a quotation of what the third angel says.  The statement of the third angel is a declarative fact put in the form of a conditional sentence—if anyone does this, then this will be the result.  The protasis (if clause) is found in this verse.  The apodosis (then clause) is found in the next verse.

b.  The subject ‘anyone’ refers to the unbelievers of the earth during the Tribulation.  They are the ones who receive the mark of the beast on their foreheads and/or hands.

c.  The ‘beast’ is the first beast of Rev 13; that is, the beast out of the sea, the man of lawlessness, the Antichrist.


d.  The image of the beast is the ‘abomination of desolation’ or the statute of the beast, which is erected in the temple in Jerusalem midway through the Tribulation.


e.  The beast is the false-incarnation of Satan; that is, the counterfeit of the incarnation of Christ by Satan.  Satan demands to be worshipped as the god of this world, and unbelievers will do so in the tribulation or suffer the economic and physical persecution of Satan and his minions.

3.  “and receives the mark on his forehead or on his hand [and he does],”

a.  This refers back to the statement in Rev 13:16-17, “Furthermore, he causes everyone, the small and the great, both the rich and the poor, both the free and the slaves, to give to themselves a mark on their right hand or on their forehead, and that no one should be able to buy or sell except the one who has the mark, [that is] the name of the beast or the number of his name.”

b.  Receiving the mark of the beast on one’s forehead and/or on one’s hand was not only a sign of ownership by the beast (Satan), but also a sign of one’s worship of the beast (Antichrist/Satan).

c.  Receiving the mark was tantamount to worship of Satan.

d.  This conditional statement is the dogmatic declaration that unbelievers do receive the mark of the beast on themselves as the sign of their worship of Satan and his rulership of the world.


e.  The unbeliever puts his faith, trust, and confidence in Satan and his plans and policies.


f.  Make no mistake about it; the unbeliever rejects the love of God and accepts the pseudo love of Satan.  They are proud to have the mark of the beast upon them.

g.  “Verses 9-11 form a counter-proclamation to that of the image in chapter 13.  There it was decreed that those who would not worship the image should be killed and that those without the mark of the beast should be able neither to buy nor to sell.  Now the third angel of chapter 14 pronounces a much worse fate for those who do worship the beast and bear his mark.”

� Mounce, p. 272.  Also Thomas, Vol 2, p. 209.
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