Rev 14:5



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore,” followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular article and noun STOMA with the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning literally “in their mouth.”  However, the word STOMA is not only used for the literal ‘mouth’ but also for that which comes forth from the mouth as ‘utterance, speech, message, etc.’ (BDAG, p. 947) and that is its figurative meaning here.  Then we have the absolute negative OUCH, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb HEURISKW, meaning “to find: was found.”  The negative goes with the verb rather than the noun by its normal placement before the verb (adverbial use of the negative).

The constative aorist regards the entire action as a past fact.


The passive voice indicates that no deception received the action of being found in the message of these 144,000 evangelists of the Tribulation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun PSEUDOS, meaning “a lie, falsehood, or deception.”
“Furthermore, in their message deception was not found;”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective AMWMOS, meaning “blameless” (BDAG, p. 56) and the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “they are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the state or condition as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that these 144,000 produce the action of being totally blameless with regard to their message of salvation to a lost and dying world.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“they are blameless.”
Rev 14:5 corrected translation
“Furthermore, in their message deception was not found; they are blameless.”
Explanation:
1.  There are two prevailing interpretations of this verse.


a.  The 144,000 tribulational believers are already in resurrection body (“blameless”), standing victorious with Jesus Christ on Mount Zion, and therefore, are incapable of lying or saying anything deceitful.  This is the position taken by the Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, “Rev 14:5, using OT words, says of those who are perfected in heaven that no lie was found in their mouths.”

The supports for this interpretation are:



(1)  Verse one indicates they are on Mount Zion with the Lamb, which does not occur until after the second advent of Christ, which is the right time for them to have a resurrection body.



(2)  This verse says they are “blameless,” which is used in other New Testament passages for the state of ultimate sanctification; that is, being in a resurrection body.



(3)  The only time a believer is incapable of sinning is in a resurrection body, and since no deception or lying is mentioned here, then these believers must be in a state where they are incapable of committing a verbal sin.


b.  This statement looks back at the character of their ministry on earth during the Tribulation.  The supports for this interpretation are:



(1)  The aorist tense of the verb “was not found” looks back to a past historical fact.  Therefore, it is not characterizing their present status but their past status.



(2)  The word “mouth” is being used figuratively here to refer to that which comes forth from their mouth; that is, the message of eternal salvation, which was their primary mission on earth during the Tribulation.  The passage is not emphasizing the fact that they do not now lie in resurrection body, but the fact that they did not deceive anyone by the proclamation of the gospel during their ministry on earth.  This is far more important than the fact that they cannot commit a verbal sin in a resurrection body.  Even if they are in resurrection body with the Lord on Mount Zion after His second advent, the truthfulness of their message is still the important point being made.


(3)  The statement “they are blameless” characterizes their ministry on earth during the Tribulation, which is far more important to the entire argument of Revelation than the fact they are in a resurrection body with Christ after His second advent.



(4)  The previous verse talks about things important to their past ministry on earth, and this verse continues that theme.



(5)  This view is supported by the following modern commentators:




(a)  Beale: “What is in mind here is not merely general truthfulness, but the saints’ integrity in witnessing to Jesus when they are under pressure from the beast and the ‘false prophet’ to compromise their faith and go along with the idolatrous life.  [This occurs during their earthly ministry during the Tribulation, not after standing on Mount Zion in resurrection body.]  In a similar vein 1 Jn 2:22 says that ‘the liar…denies that Jesus is the Christ.   This is the Antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son’.  In the Apocalypse, the one who goes along with the ‘false prophet’ is called a ‘liar’.




(b)  Osborne: PSEUDOS “is broader than telling the truth and refers to the faithful proclamation of God’s truths as well as a refusal to surrender to Satan’s deceits.  Like Jesus, the saints maintain a true witness for God.  As a result they are blameless.”




(c)  Thomas: “Particularly commendable is their refraining from the falsity represented by the religion of worshiping the beast.  The absence of lying from their mouths could refer to the general quality of honesty, but this is a quality that belongs to all who will enter the new Jerusalem, not just to this special group (cf. Rev 21:8, 27; 22:15).  The special distinction of these is their separateness from those who participate in the lies and infamies of the beast.  The condition of lying will prevail during the reign of the false Christ [Satan], but these have overcome the prevailing pressure to worship the image of the beast.  Truthfulness and purity receive special attention because of the prevalence of untruth and impurity in the surrounding society.”




(d)  Walvoord: The 144,000 “have been kept utterly clean from the false religion of the great tribulation.  They are also described as without fault; that is, blameless and without stain, in contrast to those who are apostates, described as ‘faults’ or ‘blemishes’ using the same root as in 2 Pet 2:13.  How important this makes the life and testimony of any believer who seeks to emulate these who in this most trying time are found in no compromise with error and no defilement of their purity.”




(e)  Mounce: “Unlike the pagan world that ‘exchanged the truth of God for a lie’ (Rom 1:25; 2 Thes 2:11), they made no compromise with the heretical claims of Antichrist.”

2.  “Furthermore, in their message deception was not found;”

a.  John adds another characteristic of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists.  This uses similar language and thought with:



(1)  Isa 53:9 (which uses DOLOS = deceit instead of PSEUDOS), “His grave was assigned with wicked men, yet He was with a rich man in His death, because He had done no violence, nor was there any deceit in His mouth.”


(2)  Zeph 3:13, “The remnant of Israel [believers who survive the Tribulation] will do no wrong and tell no lies, nor will a deceitful tongue be found in their mouths; for they will feed and lie down with no one to make them tremble.”

b.  Whether “in their mouth” or “in their utterance” the thought is the same—the 144,000 Jewish evangelists were not lying about what they were saying or deceiving anybody about what they were saying.


c.  The question is: Is this fact more relevant before their resurrection or after their resurrection?  Obviously it is much more relevant before their resurrection, because it characterizes the accuracy, truthfulness, and honesty of the message of salvation with which they were entrusted during the Tribulation.


d.  Who would have been looking for deception in their mouths or messages?  Obviously Satan and unbelievers.  When would Satan and unbelievers be looking for this deception or lying?  Certainly not after the resurrection of these believers for at that point the unbelievers are headed to Hades as a part of the baptism of fire and Satan is headed to the prison of the Abyss.  Therefore, neither group has any interest in whether these believers were lying or deceiving anyone, except during the period of the Tribulation.

e.  Therefore, it is much more important that the message of deception not be found in their mouth before their resurrection rather than after it.
2.  “they are blameless.”

a.  This statement characterizes the message of the gospel during their tribulational ministry.  If they are standing with Christ on Mount Zion after His second advent, then the only other possible point of this statement is that they are there with Him in resurrection body rather than still in a mortal body.  If that is the case, then we have to ask: Is John’s emphasis in this context on the fact that the 144,000 tribulational evangelists will receive a resurrection body?  No, John’s emphasis is on the veracity of the gospel message, not the resurrection status of the Jewish evangelists.  They were blameless in the presentation of the gospel.  In spite of the fact they had sin natures during the seven years of the Tribulation, their presentation of the gospel message was blameless or without fault before God.

b.  Phil 2:14-15 applies to these believers, “Keep on doing all things without complaints and arguments, in order that you might become blameless and innocent, faultless sons of God in the middle of a unscrupulous and perverted generation, among whom you keep shining as stars in the world.”  And we do this in a human body with a functioning sin nature, not in a resurrection body.
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