Rev 14:4



 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “These [men]” and referring to the 144,000 Jewish evangelists of the Tribulation.  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a state or condition that is always true or a fact that will not change.


The active voice indicates that the 144,000 Jewish evangelists of the Tribulation produce the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “the ones who.”  Then we have the prepositional phrase META plus the genitive of association from the feminine plural noun GUNĒ, meaning “with women.”  This is followed by the absolute negative OUK plus the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb MOLUNW, meaning “to not cause something to be ritually impure: defile 1 Cor 8:7; who have not defiled themselves with women Rev 14:4.”
  This means to have not committed an act of fornication or adultery, for as Heb 13:4 says, “Marriage [must be] respected by everyone, and sexual intercourse [must be] undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.”  Sexual intercourse is undefiled in the state of marriage.  According to the next statement in this verse, these evangelists had never been married and had never committed any sexual sins.

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which regards the action as a past, completed action.  The consummative aspect is brought out in the English translation by the word “have.”

The passive voice indicates that the 144,000 Tribulational evangelists received the action of not being defiled with sexual sins.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic fact.
“These are the ones who have not been defiled with women;”
 is the explanatory use the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun PARTHENOS, which means “one who has never engaged in sexual intercourse, virgin, chaste person.”
  Here it refers to  being celibate.  With this we have the present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: they are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a state or condition that is always true or a fact that will not change.


The active voice indicates that the 144,000 Jewish evangelists of the Tribulation produce the state of being virgins; that is celibate.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“for they are virgins [celibates].”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “These” and referring to the 144,000 Jewish evangelists of the Tribulation.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb AKOLOUTHEW, which means “to follow.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an imbedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those who.”

The present tense is a descriptive/progressive present for what occurs throughout their seven year ministry of the Tribulation.


The active voice indicates that the 144,000 Jewish evangelists produce the action of following Christ.


The participle is circumstantial.

The nominative subject and predicate nominative without a main verb indicate the deliberate omission of the verb EIMI = “[are].”  Then we have the dative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ARNION, meaning “the Lamb” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is followed by the particle of place HOPOU with the indefinite particle AN, meaning “wherever” (BDAG, p. 717).  HOPOU gives the English idea of “where” and AN gives the English idea of “ever” in the sense of an unknown, indefinite location.  With this we have the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb HUPAGW, which means “to go” (BDAG, p. 1028).

The present tense is a descriptive/customary present for an action that is happening and is reasonably expected to occur.

The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of going different places on the earth in the evangelization of the world and these evangelists go wherever that positive volition exists; wherever they are needed.


The subjunctive mood is potential indicating the indefinite location of where our Lord goes.
“These are those who keep following the Lamb wherever He may go.”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “These” and referring to the 144,000 Jewish evangelists of the Tribulation.  Then we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb AGORAZW, which means “to be purchased: have been purchased” (BDAG, p. 14).

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which regards the entire action and a completed fact.  The consummative aspect is brought out in the English translation by the word “have.”

The passive voice indicates that the 144,000 Jewish evangelists received the action of being purchased by our Lord from Satan’s kingdom by His spiritual death on the Cross.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “from men,” “from mankind,” or “from among men.”  Then we have the nominative of explanation or appositional nominative from the feminine singular noun APARCHĒ, which means “firstfruits” (BDAG, p. 98) and refers to the fact that these 144,000 were not only the first believers of the Tribulation, but also the best or highest quality of believers during the Tribulation.  With this we have the dative of possession from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “belonging to God” or “God’s firstfruits.”  The dative of possession emphasizes personal ownership.  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the dative of possession from the neuter singular article and noun ARNION, meaning “the Lamb.”
“These have been purchased from mankind, the firstfruits belonging to God and the Lamb.”
Rev 14:4 corrected translation
“These are the ones who have not been defiled with women; for they are virgins [celibates].  These are those who keep following the Lamb wherever He may go.  These have been purchased from mankind, the firstfruits belonging to God and the Lamb.”
Explanation:
1.  “These are the ones who have not been defiled with women; for they are virgins [celibates].”

a.  John continues by describing the 144,000 Jewish evangelists of the Tribulation.  The word “these” points back to the previous statement “no one was able to learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand, who have been purchased from the earth.”  John describes these 144,000 Jewish evangelists as being sexually pure; they are male virgins or celibates.  This generally refers in Scripture to a person who is celibate or a virgin; that is, a person who has not committed a sexual sin or been married.

b.  Having sex with one’s wife does not defile a man; otherwise Adam would have sinned in the Garden of Eden long before he ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Heb 13:4 says, “Marriage [must be] respected by everyone, and sexual intercourse [must be] undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.”

c.  Sexual intercourse is undefiled in the state of marriage.  Therefore, if anyone of these 144,000 Jewish evangelists were married (but they are not) and had sex with their wives they would still be undefiled.  The passage clearly states that they are virgins, which means unmarried.

e.  The point this statement is making is that these evangelists of the Tribulation had never committed the sins of fornication or adultery; in fact, they had never had sex with anyone.  They were pure sexually.  This is not some figurative meaning for keeping themselves pure from the defilements of Satan’s world system during the Tribulation, but is a literal statement of the sexual condition of these men, just as it is everywhere else in the New Testament.  Not a single use of the word ‘virgin’ is ever figurative in the New Testament, and it is not used this way here.

f.  The reason they were not married is because their ministry of evangelism is only going to last for seven years and they have 1000 years in which to get married during the millennial reign of Christ.  (Which brings up another point—people are going to have to be much more selective about a marriage partner during the millennial reign of Christ.  With no death, it’s a long time if you make the wrong choice.  You can still get divorced, but then you do not have the right of remarriage in most cases.)
2.  “These are those who keep following the Lamb wherever He may go.”

a.  This statement emphasizes the ministry of these evangelists on earth during the Tribulation.  They go where they are needed by the Lord.

b.  The travels of our Lord on earth take Him wherever positive volition to the message of the gospel exists.  That is where He goes and that is where these evangelists go.

c.  There is a great principle for evangelists here—don’t go where you are not wanted.  This is the principle of Mt 10:14; Mk 6:11; and Lk 9:5 “Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet.”

d.  Mt 10:7-42 are the instructions for these 144,000 Jewish evangelists during the Tribulation.  Note Mt 10:23, “But whenever they persecute you in one city, flee to the next; for truly I say to you, you will not finish going through the cities of Israel until the Son of Man comes [the Second Advent of Christ].”

e.  These evangelist heed the call of Jesus to “Take up your cross and follow Me.”  ‘Taking up the Cross’ is to pick up the message of salvation (the work of Christ on the Cross), and following Christ is to declare that message everywhere you go.


f.  These 144,000 Jewish evangelists will go primarily to the people of Israel, but their message will be known and apply equally to the Gentiles of the Tribulation.  It is the principle of: “To the Jew first, but also to the Gentile,” Rom 1:16.
3.  “These have been purchased from mankind, the firstfruits belonging to God and the Lamb.”

a.  Other characteristics of these 144,000 Jewish evangelists are that:


(1)  They have been purchased from Satan’s kingdom by the blood of the Cross; that is, the spiritual death of our Lord on the Cross.



(2)  They were not only the first believers of the Tribulation, but also the best or highest quality of believers during the Tribulation.


(3)  And God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ now personally own them as their slaves—a technical idea in Scripture referring to their personal emissaries on earth.


b.  Jesus Christ purchased all believers of human history from Satan as the ruler of this world by His spiritual death on the Cross, bearing their sins and being judged for them, Rev 5:9, “because You were sacrificed and purchased [people] for God by means of Your blood [spiritual death] from every tribe and language and people and nation.”


(1)  Jesus Christ paid the purchase price for all those who believe in Him to be freed from Satan’s rulership and control.



(2)  This is the biblical doctrine of redemption.  This “redemption is represented as having been accomplished exclusively in the sacrificial death of Jesus of Nazareth (e.g., Rom 3:23-25a; 8:23; 1 Cor 1:30; Eph 1:7, 14; 4:30; Col 1:14; Heb 9:15; 1 Cor 6:20; 7:23; Gal 3:13; 4:5; 1 Pet 1:18-19; Rev 5:9; 14:4).”
 


c.  These Jewish evangelists are the first believers of the Tribulation.  They recognized the truthfulness of the word of God by the resurrection of the Church, and immediately believed in Christ after that stunning event.  The exit-resurrection of the Church will shock these people into believing in Christ immediately.  They are the first fruits of the rest of the believers of the Tribulation, since the Tribulation begins with no believers on earth.

d.  Not only are these believers of the Tribulation the first to believe in Christ after the resurrection of the Church, but they are also the highest quality of believers of the Tribulation, because the firstfruits offered to God in the Levitical sacrifices were always to be the best portion of the crop.  Ex 23:19, “You shall bring the choice first fruits of your soil into the house of the Lord your God.”

e.  The firstfruits “was considered to be intrinsically holy, the possession of God,”
 and that is what is emphasized here.  These evangelists were the personal property of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, Satan has no right to touch them without God’s specific permission.  They are the personal slaves of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, which means they are the personal heralds of their message of eternal salvation.


f.  The bride of Christ (the Church) belongs to Him alone.  These believers belong to both the Father and the Son.  Therefore, they do make up the Church.  The Jehovah Witnesses are wrong.
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