Rev 14:16



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb BALLW, which means “to throw (stones/rocks); to cast (nets); to swing (a sickle).”  The meaning of the verb changes depending on the object used in the action.

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action John saw as a past, historical event, depicting something in the future.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ (the One sitting on the cloud) produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb KATHĒMAI, which means “to sit: to the One sitting or to Him who is sitting.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and can be translated either “to the One who” or “to he who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is happening at this moment.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, the Lord Jesus Christ producing the action of sitting on the cloud.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular article and noun NEPHELĒ, meaning “on the cloud.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun DREPANON with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His sickle.”  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “on/over the earth.”
“And then He who was sitting on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb THERIZW, which means “to be reaped.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the entire action as a past fact.


The passive voice indicates that the earth received the action of being reaped.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “the earth” and referring to the people of the earth.
“and the earth was reaped.”
Rev 14:16 corrected translation
“And then He who was sitting on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth, and the earth was reaped.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then He who was sitting on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth,”

a.  The next thing John sees is the Lord Jesus Christ swing His sickle over the people of the earth.

b.  This is not literal, but a figurative picture or depiction of the judgment of the people of the earth by the Lord Jesus Christ at His second advent.

c.  This action by our Lord is the baptism of fire that will separate the wheat from the tares, the good from the bad fish.  It will send the unbelievers into the fires of Hades and send believers into our Lord’s millennial reign on earth.


d.  Notice that our Lord does not even have the get up off the cloud to make this happen.  He can swing the sickle from a sitting position and accomplish His goal.  This is a picture of the awesome power or omnipotence of the resurrected hypostatic union of our Lord.


e.  Notice that our Lord only has to swing His sickle one time and His mission is accomplished.  No one is missed with that one stroke.  This is a picture of the perfection of His judgment of mankind.  He gets it right the first time.


f.  The sickle is an instrument of judgment in this metaphor, and this judgment is the judgment of both believers and unbelievers at the second advent of Christ.

2.  “and the earth was reaped.”

a.  The word ‘earth’ does not refer to planet earth or the crops on the earth.  It is a metaphor for the people of the earth, both believers and unbelievers.

b.  The good fruit, those who believe in Christ, are gathered up and placed into the perfect millennial kingdom of our Lord on earth.

c.  The bad fruit, those who reject the love of God, are gathered up and burned as chaff.


d.  The story of this verse was taught by our Lord in various ways:



(1)  Mk 4:26-29, “And He was saying, ‘The kingdom of God is like a man who casts seed upon the soil; and he goes to bed at night and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts and grows how, he himself does not know.  The soil produces crops by itself; first the blade, then the head, then the mature grain in the head.  But when the crop permits, he immediately puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.’”


(2)  Mt 13:36-43, “Then He left the crowds and went into the house.  And His disciples came to Him and said, ‘Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.’  And He said, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one; and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels.  So just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age.  The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  He who has ears must hear.”


(3)  Mt 13:47-50, “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering fish of every kind; and when it was filled, they drew it up on the beach; and they sat down and gathered the good fish into containers, but the bad they threw away.  So it will be at the end of the age; the angels will come forth and take out the wicked from among the righteous, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”


(4)  Mt 25:1-12, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish, and five were prudent.  For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the prudent took oil in flasks along with their lamps.  Now while the bridegroom was delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep.  But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Behold, the bridegroom!  Come out to meet him.’  Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps.  The foolish said to the prudent, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’  But the prudent answered, ‘No, there will not be enough for us and you too, go instead to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’  And while they were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door was shut.  Later the other virgins also came, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open up for us.’  But he answered, ‘Truly I say to you, I do not know you.’”


(5)  Mt 25:14-30, the story of the three slaves with various amounts of their master’s money.



(6)  Mt 25:31-46, a description of the judgment of believers (the sheep) and unbelievers (the goats) at the second advent of Christ.


e.  The Old Testament background for this metaphor of judgment and what follows in verses 17-20 is Joel 3:13, “Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe.  Come, tread, for the wine press is full; the vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.”
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