Rev 14:15



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective ALLOS and the noun AGGELOS, meaning “another angel.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to come from; to come out of.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that another angel from the previously mentioned angels in the book produced the action of coming out of the heavenly temple.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source from the masculine singular article and noun NAOS, meaning “out of or from the temple.”
“And then another angel came out of the temple,”
 is the explanatory nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb KRAZW, which means “to call or cry out.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what happened at that moment.


The active voice indicates that this angel produces the action of calling out.


The participle is circumstantial, describing an additional action that occurs along with the action of the main verb coming out of the temple.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ, followed by the adjective MEGAS, meaning “with a loud voice.”  This is followed by the dative indirect object from the masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb KATHĒMAI, which means “to sit: to the One sitting or to Him who is sitting.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and can be translated either “to the One who” or “to he who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is happening at this moment.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, the Lord Jesus Christ producing the action of sitting on the cloud.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular article and noun NEPHELĒ, meaning “on the cloud.”
“calling out with a loud voice to the One sitting on the cloud,”
 is the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb PEMPW, which means “to send.”

The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist,
 which emphasizes the initiation of an entire action.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun DREPANON (BDAG, p. 261) with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your sickle.”  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb THERIZW which means “to reap.”

The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist, which emphasizes the initiation of an entire action.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
“‘Send Your sickle and reap,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: has come.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a completed action.  The consummative aspect is brought out in the English translation by the word “has.”

The active voice indicates that “the hour to reap” has produced the action of coming.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dramatic statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HWRA, meaning “the hour,” which is used figuratively for “a point of time as an occasion for an event, the time: the time to reap Rev 14:15.”
  With this we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb THERIZW, which means “to reap” (BDAG, p. 453).


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the Lord produces the action of reaping.


The infinitive is a substantival infinitive, used as a modifier of the noun HWRA, e.g. ‘the reaping hour’ has come.
“because the hour to reap has come,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb XĒRAINW, which means “to dry; to dry up; to become dry and therefore to be ready for harvesting, be ripe, of grain Rev 14:15.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a completed action.  The consummative aspect is brought out in the English translation by the word “has.”

The passive voice indicates that the harvest receives the action of having become ripe.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THERISMOS, which means “the harvest” (BDAG, p. 453).  Finally, we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “of the earth.”
“because the harvest of the earth has become ripe.’”
Rev 14:15 corrected translation
“And then another angel came out of the temple, calling out with a loud voice to the One sitting on the cloud, ‘Send Your sickle and reap, because the hour to reap has come, because the harvest of the earth has become ripe.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And then another angel came out of the temple,”

a.  The next thing that happens in this vision is that John sees another elect angel (another of the same kind of angel as he has seen before in these visions) come out of the temple in heaven.

b.  We know that this temple is the temple in heaven because in Rev 14:13 John states that he “heard a voice from heaven” indicating that these events are taking place in heaven.  Also the earthly temple in Jerusalem has long since been destroyed by the Roman army.  The new temple of the Tribulation would not have any angels coming out of it, since the abomination of desolation is there and it is a place of idolatry.

c.  This angel coming out of the temple is not the Lord Jesus Christ, since this angel now speaks to the Lord Jesus Christ who is still sitting on the cloud.

2.  “calling out with a loud voice to the One sitting on the cloud,”

a.  As the angel comes out of the heavenly temple, which is the throne room of God the Father,
 he brings a message from God the Father to God the Son, who is sitting outside the throne room of the heavenly temple on a cloud.

b.  The angel calls out to the Lord as he comes out of the temple and echoes the commands, which have just been given to him by God the Father to relay to God the Son.  This is probably something similar to what is described in 1 Thes 4:16, “because the Lord Himself, by means of a command, by means of the sound of an archangel; that is, by means of the trumpet blast of God, will descend from heaven.”  (Though 1 Thes 4:16 refers to the descent of the Lord for the resurrection of the Church, the same type of sequence of events can also initiate the second advent of Christ.)

c.  This angel speaks with a loud and clear military command voice, so that there will be no mistake in the battle orders being given.


d.  Our Lord is about to go into battle against the enemies of God (the unbelievers of the earth, the demon armies of Satan, and Satan himself).  The command to do so is now relayed to him from the throne of God the Father in the heavenly temple via an angelic general officer of our Lord’s staff.


e.  “Christ must be informed by God [the Father] about the time for the judgment to begin, since ‘of that day or that hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father’ (Mk 13:32).  Angels in Revelation never announce a message that has its ultimate derivation from themselves but are always mere conveyors of messages representing the divine will.”

3.  “‘Send Your sickle and reap,”

a.  This is God the Father’s command to the Lord Jesus Christ to attack the enemies of God on earth.  This is a command of judgment against the unbelievers of the earth.

b.  The Old Testament background for this statement is Joel 3:13, “Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe.  Come, tread, for the wine press is full; the vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.”


c.  A sickle is a weapon of destruction.  In the previous verse we saw this sharp sickle in His hand.  Now He is commanded by God the Father to use it.

d.  The unbelievers of the earth will be cut down by this sickle.  It will be used against the enemies of God.  It will not be used against believers.

4.  “because the hour to reap has come,”

a.  The angelic general officer not only echoes the battle commands to attack with the Commander’s outcome (to reap), but gives the reason why this attack is to begin—the right time to take action has come.


(1)  Everything God does is done at the right time and only at the right time.



(2)  The second advent of Christ will occur at exactly the right time and not a second too soon or too late.


b.  The word “hour” refers to the perfect timing of God.
  There is a right time and a wrong time to attack in combat.  God’s timing is perfect in His attack against Satan and his forces.


c.  “In Rev 14:15f reaping is a metaphor for divine judgment.”


d.  This phrase emphasizes the judgment against the unbeliever, while the next reason emphasizes the deliverance of the believer.
5.  “because the harvest of the earth has become ripe.’”

a.  The previous reason emphasized the judgment on the unbeliever—the hour for his judgment had come.  This statement emphasizes a second reason why Jesus Christ must initiate action against the forces of evil on the earth—because the number of believers on the earth has reached its peak and they need to be delivered.

b.  The harvest is twofold.



(1)  The first part of the harvest is described by our Lord to His disciples in His explanation of the parable of the tares, Mt 13:36-42, “Then He left the crowds and went into the house.  And His disciples came to Him and said, ‘Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.’  And He said, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one; and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels.  So just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age.  The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”


(2)  The second part of the harvest is described by our Lord in Mt 13:30, “Allow both [the tares and the wheat] to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, ‘First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my barn.’”  The second part of the harvest is the gathering of the believers of the earth for entrance into the millennial reign of Christ [the barn = the place of safety and security].


c.  The harvest includes both believers and unbelievers.  The total number of both has reached its peak at the end of the Tribulation.  This is the meaning of the metaphor “has become ripe.”  Every person who is ever going to believe in Christ during the Tribulation has done so.  That is exactly when Christ will return.


d.  In Mt 9:37-38, the Lord uses the word harvest in relation to believers: “Then He said to His disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.’”  The harvest metaphor deals with both the believer and unbeliever at the second advent of Christ.
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