Rev 14:14



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, meaning “to see: I saw.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the entire action of John seeing as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI with the particle of exclamation IDOU, meaning “and behold/notice.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun NEPHELĒ (BDAG, p. and the adjective LEUKOS, meaning “a white cloud.”

“And then I looked, and behold, a white cloud,”

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun NEPHELĒ, meaning “on the cloud.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb KATHĒMAI, which means “to sit: sitting.”  The accusative case here implies the ellipsis of the subject and main verb, which can easily be supplied by the third person singular present active indicative of EIMI, meaning “[there was].”


The present tense is static present for a state or condition without progress.


The active voice indicates that a person produces the action of sitting.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the double accusative of the person and thing.  The accusative of person is implied and would be the accusative of the indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “[someone].”  The accusative of the thing is the masculine singular adjective HOMOIOS, meaning “like” or “similar to” and the noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son” plus the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “of Man.”  This phrase “the Son of Man” is one of the many titles of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Our Lord was identified by this title in Rev 1:13a, “and in the middle of the lampstands [I saw] one like the Son of Man,”
“and on the cloud [there was] sitting [someone] like the Son of Man,”

 is the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have: having.”


The present tense is a static present, which presents a state of being.


The active voice indicates that the person sitting on the cloud produces the action of having something.


The participle is circumstantial and explanatory.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular article and noun KEPHALĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on his head.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun STEPHANOS with the adjective CHRUSOUS, meaning “a golden wreath/crown” (BDAG, p. 944).  Then we have the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun CHEIR plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in His hand.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun DREPANON and the adjective OXUS, meaning “a sharp (BDAG, p. 715) sickle: an agricultural implement consisting of a curved blade and a handle, used for: cutting branches of a willow tree, of harvests including grapes, grain Mk 4:29; Rev 14:15, 18f.”

“having on His head a golden crown and in His hand a sharp sickle.”

Rev 14:14 corrected translation
“And then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud [there was] sitting [someone] like the Son of Man, having on His head a golden crown and in His hand a sharp sickle.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then I looked, and behold, a white cloud,”

a.  John sees another vision.  This vision is startling and important to him, just as the vision in Rev 14:1, where he also said “I looked and behold,” when he saw Jesus Christ standing on Mount Zion.  The phrase “and behold” here is an indicator that John is again seeing a vision of the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  The OT background for this statement is Dan 7:13, “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him.”


c.  John first notices the white cloud, then he notices the person sitting on this white cloud.


d.  The color white is the color of purity.  The white cloud is a picture of the glorified humanity of Jesus Christ in a state of eternal perfection as the God-Man.

2.  “and on the cloud [there was] sitting [someone] like the Son of Man,”

a.  The next thing John notices is that there is someone sitting on the white cloud.  John describes this person sitting as someone like the Son of Man.  In fact, it is the Son of Man, but John is not able to recognize Him at first.  The longer he looks the easier it is to recognize exactly who it is sitting on the cloud.  This is not someone else who looks like the Lord Jesus Christ sitting on the cloud, but is, in fact, Jesus Christ himself in His glorified humanity, sitting on the cloud.


b.  The term “Son of Man” is used almost exclusively in the NT as a self-designation for Jesus.



(1)  In Acts 7:56 Stephen describes his vision of the glorified God-Man using this title for our Lord Jesus Christ, “and he said, ‘Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’”



(2)  Our Lord was called the Son of Man in Rev 1, and clearly identifies Himself as the God-Man, Rev 1:12…17f, “And I turned around in order to see the voice, which was speaking with me.  And when I turned around, I saw seven golden lampstands; and in the middle of the lampstands [I saw] one like the Son of Man,  …Then He placed His right hand upon me, saying, ‘Don’t be afraid; I am “The First and The Last” and “The Living One,” that is, I became dead, and yet behold, I am living forever and ever; furthermore I hold the keys to death and Hades.”


c.  The title ‘Son of Man’ is frequently used in statements and contexts that refer to His second advent and judgment of the world.



(1) Mk 8:38, “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”



(2)  Mk 14:62, “And Jesus said, ‘I am; and you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven’.”



(3)  Mt 16:27–28, “For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will then repay every man according to his deeds.  Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.”



(4)  Mt 19:28, “And Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’”



(5)  Lk 17:22, 24, 26, 30, “And He said to the disciples, ‘The days will come when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it.’”  “For just like the lightning, when it flashes out of one part of the sky, shines to the other part of the sky, so will the Son of Man be in His day.”  “And just as it happened in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man.”  “It will be just the same on the day that the Son of Man is revealed.”



(6)  Lk 21:36, “But keep on the alert at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are about to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”


d.  The posture of sitting suggests our Lord’s sitting in judgment over the people of the earth at His second advent.

3.  “having on His head a golden crown and in His hand a sharp sickle.”

a.  The next thing John notices is that the Lord has a golden crown or wreath on His head.



(1)  This crown connotes His victory in the angelic conflict.



(2)  This crown is also an obvious indication that His kingdom has been given to Him by God the Father, and that He intends to begin His rulership of that kingdom.


b.  The final thing John notices is a sharp sickle in His hand.  The sickle was used for cutting down the harvest and the image is taken from two passages:



(1)  Joel 3:9-14, “Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare a war; rouse the mighty men!  Let all the soldiers draw near, let them come up!  Beat your plowshares into swords and your pruning hooks into spears; Let the weak say, ‘I am a mighty man.’  [These are the nations of the world preparing for the battle of Armageddon.]  Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations, and gather yourselves there.  Bring down, O Lord, Your mighty ones.  Let the nations be aroused and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, for there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations.  Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe.  Come, tread, for the wine press is full; the vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.  Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision!  For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision.”



(2)  Mk 4:26-29, “And He was saying, ‘The kingdom of God is like a man who casts seed upon the soil; and he goes to bed at night and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts and grows how, he himself does not know.  The soil produces crops by itself; first the blade, then the head, then the mature grain in the head.  But when the crop permits, he immediately puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.’”


c.  There will be the harvest of unbelievers in the baptism of fire and the harvest of believers into the millennial kingdom of our Lord.  The emphasis on the sharpness of the sickle indicates that the judgment will be swift and accurate.


d.  So John sees a vision of the Lord Jesus Christ returning at His second advent to establish His kingdom on earth and judge the world.  “In Rev 14:14, we have the Lord Jesus with a victor’s crown on His head, coming in His second advent to conquer Antichrist and set up His kingdom.”
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