Rev 14:11
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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KAPNOS, meaning “the smoke” (BDAG, p. 508) plus the genitive of production from the masculine singular article and noun BASANISMOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun 
AUTOS, meaning “produced by their torment.”  This is followed by the preposition 
EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine plural noun AIWN with the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural noun AIWN, meaning “for the ages of the ages,” which is an idiom meaning “eternally” (BDAG, p. 32).  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ANABAINW, which means “to ascend, rise up, or go up.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what will take place forever.  This can also be considered a futuristic present for what takes place in the future and as such can be translated “is going to ascend/rise.”


The active voice indicates that the smoke from the lake of fire produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“And then the smoke produced by their torment rises eternally;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “furthermore,” followed by the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not.”  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that does not change.


The active voice indicates that those who worship the beast and his image and receive his mark produce the action of not having.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ANAPAUSIS, which means “rest; interruption.”  Then we have the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA with the connective KAI and the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine singular noun NUX, meaning “day and night.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb PROSKUNEW, which means “to worship.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those who.”

The present tense is a durative present for what continued throughout the last half of the Tribulation.

The active voice indicates that unbelievers produced the action.


The participle is substantivized by the article but circumstantial in its verbal aspect.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun THĒRION, meaning “the beast.”  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EIKWN with the possessive genitive from the third person neuter singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his image.”  Then we have the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is,” followed by the conjunction EI with the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning literally “if anyone,” but is an idiom, meaning “whoever” (BDAG, p. 279).  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what happens during the Tribulation.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite ‘whoever’ produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun CHARAGMA, meaning “the mark” plus the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the third person neuter singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “of his name.”
“furthermore, those who worship the beast and his image; that is, whoever receives the mark of his name, have no rest day and night.’”
Rev 14:11 corrected translation
“And then the smoke produced by their torment rises eternally; furthermore, those who worship the beast and his image; that is, whoever receives the mark of his name, have no rest day and night.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And then the smoke produced by their torment rises eternally;”

a.  This statement is related to the smoke produced in the lake of fire by the burning of fire mixed with the burning sulfur.

b.  The body of the unbeliever will burn forever and smoke from the burning will ascend forever.

c.  The point being made is that the punishment is both painful and eternal.  The word torment or torture indicates the painfulness of this state of being.  The adverbial phrase “into or for the ages of the ages” indicates the eternality of this suffering.


d.  The smoke coming off the bodies of the unbelievers will rise as a perpetual reminder of their rejection of the love of God.

e.  The same illustration of smoke rising forever is used of the discipline of the revived Roman Empire in Rev 19:3, “And a second time they said, ‘Hallelujah!  Her smoke rises up forever and ever.’”

f.  The Old Testament background from this verse is Isa 34:8-10, “For the Lord has a day of vengeance, a year of recompense for the cause of Zion.  Its [the land of Edom’s] streams will be turned into pitch, and its loose earth into brimstone, and its land will become burning pitch.  It will not be quenched night or day; its smoke will go up forever.  From generation to generation it will be desolate; none will pass through it forever and ever.”

g.  In answer to the question ‘Does the unbeliever’s personal existence come to an end in the lake of fire?’ Dr. Beale gives the following answer: “The word BASANISMOS (‘torment’) is used nowhere in Revelation or biblical literature in the sense of annihilation of personal existence.  Without exception, Revelation uses it of conscious suffering on the part of people (9:5; 11:10; 12:2; 18:7, 10, 15; 20:10).  …eternal, ongoing punishment is spoken of here.  The ungodly suffer the same fate as their three Satanic leaders, who represent them.”

2.  “furthermore, those who worship the beast and his image;”

a.  The angel adds an additional thought—the unbeliever of the earth, who worshipped the beast and his idolatress image, will pay dearly for this forever.

b.  Those who worshipped the Antichrist will have no rest from their suffering in eternal fire day or night forever.

c.  Related Scripture:


(1)  Mt 25:46, “These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”


(2)  Rom 2:3-9, “Moreover do you presume this, O mankind, when you pass judgment upon those who practice such things and yet you keep on doing the same things that you will escape the judicial verdict from God?  Or do you treat with contempt the riches of His kindness and clemency and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness leads you to a change of mind?  But because of your hardness and unrepentant right lobe [of the soul], you keep on storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath, even of the revelation of the righteous judgment from God, who [the Lord Jesus Christ] will render recompense to each person according to his works. To those on the one hand who on the basis of the expectation of a good work are seeking eternal life, [there is] glory, honor, and immortality.  But to those on the other hand who from selfish ambition indeed refuse to believe the truth but keep on obeying unrighteousness—anger and wrath!  There is pressure and distress against every soul of man who keeps on producing this evil, especially with reference to the Jew but also to the Gentile.”


(3)  2 Thes 1:6-9, “since it is a just thing in the judgment of God to pay back suffering to those who oppress you  and relief with us to you who are being oppressed at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with His angels of power with flaming fire, inflicting punishment to those who do not know God; that is, to those who do not accept the gospel of our Lord Jesus, who certainly will undergo the punishment—eternal destruction from the person of the Lord; that is, from the glory of His omnipotence.”
3.  “that is, whoever receives the mark of his name, have no rest day and night.’”

a.  The clause ‘whoever receives the mark of his name’ is added to clarify that the people about whom the angel is talking are those people on the earth who received the mark of the beast.


b.  The phrase “have no rest day and night” refers to the eternal nature of the punishment of those who reject Christ as Savior.


c.  Many unbelievers have rejected the entire message of the word of God because of this statement.


d.  Many theologians and liberal Christian scholars have tried to metaphorically and figuratively argue away this statement.


e.  But the fact remains, having been declared by our Lord more than anyone else, that the punishment for the unbeliever is eternal and harsh to an eternal degree.


f.   People are so tied to the true doctrine of the love of God they cannot accept the righteous function of His justice against those who reject His love.  But eternal punishment in the eternal lake of fire is what God does to those who reject His love.

g.  God’s justice must execute what His righteousness demands.  And His righteousness demands the eternal judgment of those who reject the eternal sacrifice of Christ for sin and the eternal love of God.

h.  There are eternal consequences for rejecting the love of Jesus Christ and His offer of eternal salvation, and those eternal consequences are pain without rest, not simply eternal depression or feeling bad.


i.  Notice that the unbeliever has no rest day and night, which indicates not only that there is day and night or time in eternity, but that the unbeliever receives absolutely no relief for his rejection of the love of God.


j.  “There is a parallel between the ‘day and night’ punishment of the unrepentant nations here and the ‘day and night forever’ torment of the false trinity in the lake of fire in Rev 20:10, and the ‘day and night’ service of the triumphant saints before the throne in Rev 7:15.”

� Osborne, p. 542.


� Beale, p. 762.


� Osborne, p. 542f.
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