Rev 13:6



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANOIGW, which means “to open: he opened.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the beast-dictator/antichrist produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun STOMA with the possessive genitive from the third person neuter singular personal use of the pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his mouth.”  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine plural noun BLASPHĒMIA, meaning “for the purpose of blasphemies.”  Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship (a hostile relationship, BDAG, p. 874) from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “against God.”
“And he opened his mouth for the purpose of blasphemies against God,”
 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb BLASPHĒMEW, which means “to blaspheme, slander, malign, vilify, etc.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the man of lawlessness produces the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His person.”  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun SKĒNĒ plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His tabernacle/dwelling,” which is a reference to heaven.
“to slander His person and His tabernacle,”
 is the appositional accusative direct object from the masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb SKĒNOW, which means “to dwell: those who dwell.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun.

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is occurring during the Tribulation. 


The active voice indicates that those who have believed in Christ and died (OT believers, the Church, and Tribulational martyrs) produce the action of living or dwelling in heaven.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “in heaven.”
“those who dwell in heaven.”
Rev 13:6 corrected translation
“And he opened his mouth for the purpose of blasphemies against God, to slander His person and His tabernacle, those who dwell in heaven.”
Explanation:
1.  “And he opened his mouth for the purpose of blasphemies against God,”

a.  In the previous verse John said “a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies was given to him.”  Now John indicates that this beast-dictator—the Antichrist—made the most of his opportunity to slander, malign, criticize, and vilify God (all three members of the Trinity).

b.  Mt 12:34 clearly applies to this man, the Antichrist, “You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good?  For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.”

c.  The dictator of the revived Roman Empire is not just a political speaker.  He is also an evangelist for Satan.  He has a message for the unbelievers of the world, just as God has a message for them.


d.  The gospel of the Antichrist is a message of blasphemy against God.


e.  His mind is filled with hatred and disgust for God, God’s plan, the Son of God, the work of God, the grace of God, and especially the love of God.


f.  Above all else this man hates and despises the love of God and does not hold back in telling others exactly what he thinks and how he feels about God.


g.  This man is critical of God in every respect.



(1)  He criticizes the righteousness of God, saying that God is not doing what is right in favoring and protecting the Jews.



(2)  He criticizes God for showing partiality and favoritism to the Church.



(3)  He maligns and slanders God for threatening to send anyone to an eternal lake of fire.



(4)  He says that God has no right to judge those to whom He has supposedly given free will.  If they truly have free will, then they should be allowed to do what they want without having to fear the justice of God.


h.  This man has a full three and a half year ‘ministry’ of slander against God.  It never stops.  This man is the mouthpiece for Satan and is doing what Satan has been doing throughout human history.

i.  Blasphemy includes slander, judging, maligning, and criticizing.  No one has the right to do any of these things with regard to God, Rom 9:20, “On the contrary, O mankind, you, who are you, who answers back to the God?  Can what is molded say to its molder, ‘Why have you made me like this?’  No, of course not.”

j.  This man blasphemies God by exalting himself above God, while at the same time criticizing God’s person, decisions, and actions.

k.  The motivation behind his slander and blaspheme of God and those who believe in God is his jealousy of their position and place with God both literally and spiritually.  Those who have believed in Christ now have what Satan once had, but has now lost.

2.  “to slander His person and His tabernacle,”

a.  John now states the purpose of the speaking of the beast-dictator.  His purpose is to slander God.

b.  This dictator insults and defames not only the person but also heaven where God dwells.

c.  Notice that Satan had nothing bad to say about heaven until he was thrown out by Michael and the army of elect angels.


d.  Satan’s criticism of heaven through his human mouthpiece includes criticism of the elect angels.  Satan slanders all three members of the Trinity, where they live, and those who live there with them.


e.  Satan’s hatred knows no bounds, and therefore, his slander and blaspheme knows no bounds.


f.  What is Satan’s slander of God’s dwelling place?  His slander is that heaven is not all that great anyway.  ‘Who wants to live somewhere where you cannot do what you want?’
3.  “those who dwell in heaven.”

a.  This phrase adds to the theme stated in Rev 12:10, “the accuser of our brethren” and has its Old Testament background in Dan 7:25, “He will speak out against the Most High and wear down [the Aramaic verb—the pael of BLA—means to harass continually) the saints of the Highest One.”

b.  The fact that a portion of mankind already lives in heaven was mentioned by John in Rev 12:12, “For this reason, keep celebrating, you heavens and you who dwell in them.”

c.  Those who dwell or live or tabernacle in heaven in addition to God include:



(1)  The elect angels.



(2)  Old Testament believers who were transferred there from the compartment of Hades called ‘Paradise’ after the resurrection of Christ.



(3)  The Church, which was resurrected prior to the Tribulation.



(4)  Tribulational martyrs, whom we have already seen living there in Rev 6:9-10, “And when He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been murdered because of the word of God; that is, because of the testimony which they kept on having.  Furthermore, they cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O holy and true Almighty One, are You not judging and taking vengeance for our blood against the residents of the earth?’”

d.  “In Rev 21:3, the verb (SKĒNOW) and the noun (SKĒNĒ) are used of the New Jerusalem to describe the heavenly reality, ‘Now the dwelling of God is with His people, and He will live with them’.  In other words, God’s heavenly tabernacle is not just a place but a people, and to blaspheme his people is to blaspheme his place.”


e.  The blasphemies of this king are summed up by:



(1)  Dan 11:36, “Then the king will do as he pleases, and he will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will speak monstrous things against the God of gods; and he will prosper until the indignation is finished, for that which is decreed will be done.”


(2)  2 Thes 2:3-4, “Do not let anyone deceive you in any way, because unless the rebellion has come first and the man of lawlessness, the son of destruction has been revealed, the enemy and self-exalted one over every so-called god or object of worship, so that he sits in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.”
� Osborne, p. 500.
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