Rev 13:5



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In addition, Moreover, or Furthermore.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the future action as a past fact.


The passive voice indicates that the beast-dictator/Antichrist received the action of being given something.  This ability to speak eloquent blasphemies does not come from God, but is given to this beast dictator by Satan.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the third person neuter singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to the beast dictator of the revived Roman Empire.  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun STOMA, meaning literally someone’s mouth, but also “the product of the organ of speech, utterance, mouth.”
  He was given fantastic speaking ability by Satan.  With this we have the nominative neuter singular present active participle from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak: speaking.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what will happen during this man’s rule.


The active voice indicates that his mouth will produce the action of speaking.


This participle is circumstantial, describing the action of mouth.

The verbal aspect of this participle is indicated by the following accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective MEGAS, meaning “great things,” which refers to “uttering proud words and blasphemies” (BDAG, p. 624).  With this object we also have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun BLASPHEMIA, which means “speech that denigrates or defames: reviling, denigration, disrespect, slander.”
  This word is commonly transliterated as “blasphemies.”  This KAI could also be an epexegetical or explanatory KAI, meaning “that is,” so that what is being said is that the Antichrist ‘a mouth speaking great things; that is, blasphemies, was given to him’.

“In addition, a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies was given to him,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the future action as a past fact.


The passive voice indicates that the beast-dictator/Antichrist received the action of being given something.  Dr. Thomas makes the argument that this authority was given by God and not by Satan, since, if Satan had his way, this man would rule indefinitely.
  Dr. Osborne points out
 that Satan has already given this man his authority, Rev 13:2, “And the serpent [Satan] gave to him his power and his throne and great authority.”  Now it is ultimately God who gives this man the authority to do what he does, but only for a limited amount of time.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the third person neuter singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to the beast dictator of the revived Roman Empire.  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun EXOUSIA, meaning “authority.”  With this we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb POIEW, meaning ‘to do, make, produce’, etc., but here it means “to be active in some way, work, be active, as in Mt 20:12a, ‘they have worked for only one hour; it means to be active for months Rev 13:5.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action of this man in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that he will produce the action of having this authority and actively using it.


The infinitive is an epexegetical infinitive, which is used after words indicating authority (see Wallace, p. 607).

Finally, we have the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine plural noun MĒN, meaning “for months” plus the masculine plural cardinal adjective TESSERAKONTA, meaning “forty” with the connective KAI plus the accusative masculine plural cardinal adjective DUO, meaning “and two.”  Forty and two equals “forty two months.”
“and authority was given to him to be active for forty-two months.”
Rev 13:5 corrected translation
“In addition, a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies was given to him, and authority was given to him to be active for forty-two months.”
Explanation:
1.  “In addition, a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies was given to him,”

a.  John continues his description of the beast-dictator by noting the speaking ability of this man.  The fact that this beast out of the sea has the ability to speak “great things and blasphemies” indicates that what is being depicted here is more than simply the revived Roman Empire.  This picture of a beast out of the sea is also the picture of the leader of that Empire; for empires do not have the ability to speak.

b.  Mt 12:34 applies here, “You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good?  For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.”  As does Jam 3:6, “In fact the tongue [is] a fire (the orderly arrangement of unrighteousness).  The tongue is placed in the members of our body, defiling the entire body, both setting on fire the wheel of human existence and being set on fire by Gehenna.”

c.  This man is the Antichrist.  Therefore, it is no wonder he is given the ability by Satan to have eloquent, persuasive speech.  It is no wonder he slanders God and those who believe in God.  This slander of God and believers and the worship of God will be emphasized in the next verse.  He is full of arrogance, and from his arrogance comes proud, arrogant, and boastful statements.

d.  This man of lawlessness does not have innate speaking ability, but this ability is given to him by Satan.  This man is Satan possessed, and therefore, whatever he says comes from the father of lies.  Jn 8:44 applies to him, “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him.  Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”

e.  God permits this great act of continuous blasphemy against His person to continue for the last half of the Tribulation as the next clause teaches.


f.  The arrogant boasts of this man are described in:



(1)  Dan 7:8 , “While I was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, a little one, came up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before it; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth uttering great boasts.”


(2)  Dan 7:11, “Then I kept looking because of the sound of the boastful words which the horn was speaking; I kept looking until the beast was slain, and its body was destroyed and given to the burning fire.”


(3)  His boasts are explained in Dan 7:25, “He will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time.”


(4)  Dan 11:36, “Then the king will do as he pleases, and he will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will speak monstrous things against the God of gods; and he will prosper until the indignation is finished, for that which is decreed will be done.”
2.  “and authority was given to him to be active for forty-two months.”

a.  The Antichrist is also given the authority to do as he pleases for the same period of time as mentioned in Rev 11:2-3, “And leave out the outside courtyard of the temple, and do not measure it, because it has been given to the Gentiles; and they will trample the holy city for forty-two months.  Furthermore, I will give [power] to My two witnesses, and they will prophesy for one thousand two-hundred sixty days, wearing sackcloth.”  Notice that this is the same period of time that God’s two great witnesses of the Tribulation will have their ministry on earth.

b.  The beast-dictator is given this authority by Satan to be active for the last half of the Tribulation, just as God has given authority to his two great witnesses to be active for the last half of the Tribulation.

c.  Satan counters God’s two great witnesses with the Antichrist and the False Prophet (who is introduced in verse 11).


d.  This man of lawlessness is certainly active during the first half of the Tribulation, rising to power and then consolidating his power.  During the last half of the Tribulation is when he is most effective in working for Satan, and when Satan empowers him to speak out most vehemently against God.


e.  As Dr. Beale points out “Only God, not the devil, sets times and seasons.  The devil would never want to limit his work against God’s kingdom to a mere ‘three and a half years’.”
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