Rev 13:3



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one.”  With this we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source from the feminine plural article and noun KEPHALĒ with the third person neuter singular personal use of the pronoun AUTOS, meaning “of his heads.”  There is no main verb.  The main verb must be taken from the previous context—EIDON = “[I saw]” in verse two.  Then we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as” and “introducing the perspective from which a person, thing, or activity is viewed or understood as to character, function, or role.”
  With the conjunction we have the accusative feminine singular perfect passive participle from the verb SPHAZW, which means “to be slaughtered Rev 5:6, 12; 13:8; of the killing of a person by violence to butcher or murder someone 1 Jn 3:12; Rev 6:4; passive voice Rev 5:9; 6:9; 18:24; a head that seemed to be mortally wounded Rev 13:3.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  It is translated in English by the words “having been.”

The passive voice indicates that one of the heads of the beast received the action of being butchered, slaughtered, or mortally wounded.


The participle is a conditional participle, translated “as though; as if.”
This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result (BDAG, p. 290) from the masculine singular noun THANATOS, meaning “resulting in death.”
“And then [I saw] one of his heads as if it had been wounded resulting in death.”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “But, However, or Nevertheless.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PLĒGĒ, meaning “wound” (BDAG, p. 285). With this we have the attributive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THANATOS, meaning “death or fatal” (BDAG, p. 442) with the possessive genitive from the third person neuter singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his death wound” or “its fatal wound.”  The attributive genitive functions like an adjective in modifying or describing something about the head noun, but it does so much more forcefully than an adjective.  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb THERAPEUW, which means “to be healed, restored used many times in the Gospels and Acts; Rev 13:3, 12.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the future occurrence as a past historical fact.


The passive voice indicates that one of the heads of the beast, here representing the historic Roman Empire, received the action of being healed from a fatal wound to the head.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.
“However, its fatal wound was healed.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb THAUMAZW, which means “to be extraordinarily impressed, astonished, or amazed by something.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the action as a historical fact.

The passive voice indicates that the whole world receives the action of being impressed, astonished and amazed by the revival of the Roman Empire and its dictator—the Antichrist.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective HOLOS, meaning “whole, entire” plus the article and noun GĒ, meaning “world.”  Then we have the preposition OPISW plus the genitive of place (BDAG, p. 716) from the neuter singular article and noun THERION, meaning “after the beast.”  This expression is idiomatic in the Greek.  As Blass, DeBrunner, and Funk says, “it is altogether peculiar; a pregnant construction for ‘the whole world was amazed because of the beast and followed after it’.”
  This preposition is frequently found in the Gospels in the expression “Follow me” (e.g. Mt 4:19; Mk 1:17).  The sense of the idiom is: the whole world followed the beast, full of wonder Rev 13:3.”
  Bullinger also regards this expression as elliptical: Rev 13:3—”And all the world wondered after the beast.” OPISW is an adverb of place or time, and means: back, behind, after.  It cannot, therefore, be taken in connection simply with ‘wondered’.  But the following is the sense:—’And all the world wondered [and followed] after the beast’.”

“And the entire world was amazed [and followed] after the beast.”
Rev 13:3 corrected translation
“And then [I saw] one of his heads as if it had been wounded resulting in death.  However, its fatal wound was healed.  And the entire world was amazed [and followed] after the beast.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then [I saw] one of his heads [historical Roman Empire] as if it had been wounded resulting in death,”

a.  John continues the description of his vision by noting the apparent death of one of the heads of the beast.

b.  This head is explained by an angel in Rev 17:9-10, “Here is the mind which has wisdom.  The seven heads are the seven mountains on which the woman [religion] sits [dominates].  Furthermore, they are seven kings [empires], five have fallen, [Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, Persia, Greece], one is [Rome], the other [revived Roman Empire] has not yet come; nevertheless, when it comes it must remain for a short time.”

c.  The head mentioned here in Rev 13:3 is the historical Roman Empire, which existed from about 500 B.C. until 476 A.D.


d.  The wounding of the Roman Empire occurred in 476 A.D. with the final destruction of the Empire begun by the Visigoths in 410 A.D. and then the Vandals, 476 A.D.

e.  The decline of the Roman army, AD 378-476.

“The trained infantry lost at Adrianople could not be replaced. The new em​peror Theodosius I (379-95), whose descendants were figurehead emperors in East and West until the mid-5th century, allowed the Goths to settle in the Danubian provinces under their own chieftains.  When Theodosius died, they were on the move again-westward, against an empire which was weakened by the civil wars that followed the deaths of Valentinian’s sons Gratian (375-83) and Valentinian II (375-92).  For a time Stilicho, one of Theodosius’ generals and the guardian of his son Honorius the new Western emperor (395-423), kept them in check, but he was fatally discredited by the collapse of the Rhine frontier at the end of 406, when east German peoples, followed by the Ala​manns and Franks, flooded across Gaul and Spain.  The Visigoths invaded Italy; when their demands were ignored by Honorius, they sacked Rome (410).  Effective power was in the hands of the Western commanders-in-chief, notably Constantius (411-21), Aetius (430-54) and Ricimer (456-72), who tried to keep Italy and footholds elsewhere by playing one barbarian people off against another, but the last real hope of recovery dis​appeared in 429, when the Vandals crossed the Straits of Gibraltar, to pur​sue an orgy of conquest across the last intact provinces of the Western empire.  In 444 Valentinian III (425-55), the grandson of Theodosius, admitted econ​omic and military bankruptcy: ‘Neither for recruits nor for the veteran army can those supplies suffice that are delivered with the greatest difficulty by the ex​hausted taxpayers, and it seems that from that source the supplies that are necessary for food and clothing cannot be furnished.  Unless the soldiers should be supported by trading, which is unworthy and shameful for an armed man, they can scarcely be vindicated from the peril of hunger or from the destruction of cold ... (yet) if we require these ex​penses from the landowner, in addition to the expenses which he furnishes, such an exaction of taxes would extinguish his last tenuous resources.’  When Valen​tinian was murdered in 455, the Vandals descended on Rome and sacked it again.  The Eastern empire survived the crisis of the 5th century: it was economically stronger, and its territory except in Europe was virtually free of invasion.  It even intervened from time to time in the West, but without lasting effect.  The Western empire was bleeding to death as it lost the territory which alone could support a regular army, and was forced to rely more and more upon barbarian federari.  The last years were very con​fused.  Not long before the now-bar​barian army of Italy deposed the last Western emperor, Romulus Augustu​lus (475-6), we catch a glimpse of the last limitanei on the upper Danube.  The Cohors IX Baravorum, the garrison of Passau, sent some men back to Italy to draw back-pay for the unit.  No more was heard of them, until their bodies came floating down the river.  The unit disappeared.  While the Roman empire still stood, soldiers were maintained with public pay in many towns for the defense of the frontier, but when that custom lapsed the military units were abolished with the frontier.”
2.  “However, its fatal wound was healed.”

a.  The fatal wounding of one of the heads of the beast is the destruction of the historic Roman Empire in 476 A.D.

b.  The healing of this apparent fatal wound is the revival of the seemingly dead Roman Empire at the beginning of the Tribulation.

c.  The Roman Empire will rise again under the power and authority of the King of the West, who is the beast-dictator and Antichrist.


d.  The fatal wounding of one of the heads of the beast and its revival is a counterfeit of the death and resurrection of Christ.


e.  “The revival of the future empire is considered a miracle and a demonstration of the power of Satan.”


f.  “Revelation 13:12, 14  [“In fact, he [the False Prophet of Israel = the beast out of the land] exercises all of the authority of the first beast-dictator on his behalf.  Then he forces the land and those who reside in it to worship the first beast-dictator whose fatal wound was healed.  …And so that he might deceive the residents of the land because of the miracles which were given him to perform in the presence of the beast-dictator; and he keeps urging the residents of the land to manufacture an idol to the beast-dictator, who had the stroke of death and has revived (came to life)”] with verse 3 require the equivalence of the head to the beast and vice versa.  The healing of the head is the healing of the beast, and the healing of the beast is the healing of head.  …It is best to identify this restoration to life with an end-time satanically controlled king who will come to the world as a false Christ.  This allows for the interchangeability of the head with the whole beast—that is, the king with his kingdom-as verses 12, 14 require.  …It agrees with a final climactic appearance of the beast in history as a person, in concert with the vision’s focus on the future.  This means a future sequence that will be a close counterfeiting of Christ’s death and resur​rection.  The climax of history will include a healing of an individual that closely approximates the resurrec​tion of Christ from the dead.  Whether the beast performs this marvelous feat through deception or through power permitted by God, it still brings him into the limelight as never before.  That is why the healing will attract such wide attention.”


g.  Dr. Osborne notes that “there is an allusion to Gen 3:15, where the serpent is told: ‘He will crush your head’.  There the defeat of the serpent/dragon is prophesied, but here the beast pretends to revive from that disaster.”

3.  “And the entire world was amazed [and followed] after the beast.”

a.  The entire world refers to the unbelievers of the world and those believers who go into a state of reversionism and perpetual carnality or degeneracy.  The whole world is defined for us in Rev 17:8b, “In fact the inhabitants of the earth whose name[s] have not been written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world will marvel when they see the beast that was and is not and yet he will exist.”

b.  They are astounded and amazed at the revival of the Roman Empire with its military and economic power.

c.  The revived Roman Empire takes the lead in world affairs in the realm of politics, economics, and religion, and the rest of the world follows its lead.


d.  The power behind the revival of the Roman Empire is Satan, and his leadership is personified in the ‘Man of Lawlessness’ or ‘the Antichrist’.


e.  In following the beast, the people of the world are following the Antichrist, who represents the embodiment of Satan on earth.
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