Rev 13:2



 is the adjunctive use of the conjunction, KAI, which adds an additional thought to what has been stated.  It can be translated: Furthermore, Moreover, In addition, or Also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun THĒRION, meaning “the beast,” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the neuter singular noun THĒRION.  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, which means “I saw.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action of seeing.
This is followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: was.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what actually existed at some point in the past.


The active voice indicates that the beast produced the action of being what it was.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective HOMOIOS (BDAG, p. 706), which means “of the same nature, like, similar.”  HOMOIOS is always followed by a word in the dative of the thing compared (see Wallace, p. 174).  With this we have the dative feminine singular noun PARDALIS, meaning “a leopard” (BDAG, p. 773).
“Furthermore, the beast which I saw was like a leopard,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun POUS with the third person neuter singular from the personal use of the pronoun AUTOS, meaning “its feet.”  Then we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “like” plus the possessive genitive from the feminine singular noun ARKOS, meaning “of a bear” (BDAG, p. 132).  We have two ellipsis here: (1) the ellipsis of the verb EIMI = [were] and (2) the repetition of the noun PODES = feet.  The complete thought is “and its feet [were] like [the feet] of a bear.”
“and its feet [were] like [the feet] of a bear,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun STOMA with the third person neuter singular from the personal use of the pronoun AUTOS, meaning “its mouth.”  Again we have the ellipsis of the verb EIMI = [was].  This is followed by the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “like” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun STOMA with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun LEWN, meaning “the mouth of a lion.”  Notice the Greek structure here: the noun, possessive pronoun, comparative conjunction, the same noun, and possessive noun.  This is the exact structure that we expected to see in the previous statement, but the predicate nominative noun was omitted.


“and its mouth [was] like the mouth of a lion.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give: gave.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire action as a past fact, though it will occur in the future.


The active voice indicates that Satan (the serpent) will produce the action of giving something to the beast-dictator out of the sea.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person neuter singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to the beast-dictator.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun DRAKWN, meaning “the serpent/snake.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DUNAMIS with the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his (the serpent’s) power.”  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THRONOS with the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his (the serpent’s) throne.”  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EXOUSIA with the adjective MEGAS, meaning “great authority.”
“And the serpent [Satan] gave to him his power and his throne and great authority.”
Rev 13:2 corrected translation
“Furthermore, the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and its feet [were] like [the feet] of a bear, and its mouth [was] like the mouth of a lion.  And the serpent [Satan] gave to him his power and his throne and great authority.”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore, the beast which I saw was like a leopard [rapid conquest],”

a.  John continues his description of the beast by comparing him to a leopard.

b.  The leopard is one of the fastest killing machines on earth.  It is fast, mobile, agile, and extremely deadly.


c.  The leopard represents the swiftness of the beast’s military attacks on other nations.  This dictator has mastered the art of blitzkrieg warfare.

d.  This image is comparable to Daniel’s image in Dan 7:6, “After this I kept looking, and behold, another one, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings of a bird; the beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it.”  The leopard in Daniel’s image represents the Greek Empire of Alexander the Great.


e.  Alexander was able to almost conquer the world in 7 years from 334-327 B.C.  This beast will attempt to exceed Alexander by doing it in half that time.

f.  Its speed is noted in Hab 1:8, “Their horses are swifter than leopards and keener than wolves in the evening.  Their horsemen come galloping, their horsemen come from afar; they fly like an eagle swooping down to devour.”
2.  “and its feet [were] like [the feet] of a bear [Persian pro-Semitic attitude],”

a.  The next thing John sees in this vision of the beast out of the sea is its feet, which look like the feet of a bear.

b.  The bear is used in the vision of Dan 7:5, “And behold, another beast, a second one, resembling a bear.  And it was raised up on one side, and three ribs were in its mouth between its teeth; and thus they said to it, ‘Arise, devour much meat!’”

c.  The bear represents the kingdom of the Medes and Persians from 550-331 B.C., which had conquered everything Alexander had conquered with the exception of Greece and Macedonia.


d.  The Persians, under Cyrus the Great, were characterized by their support of Israel, as mentioned in Ezra 1:1-2, “Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he sent a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying:

“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, ‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and He has appointed me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.’”

e.  This world-ruler (the beast out of the sea) will initiate a peace-treaty with Israel during the first half of the Tribulation in conjunction with the False Prophet, who will be introduced later on in this chapter at verse 11.  He will be pro-Semitic for the first half of the Tribulation and anti-Semitic during the last half of the Tribulation.  Everything will change when his statute is set up in the temple in Jerusalem and he demands to be worshipped as god.
3.  “and its mouth [was] like the mouth of a lion [Chaldean anti-Semitic policy].”

a.  The next thing John notices is the mouth of the beast out of the sea.  He has a mouth like the mouth of a lion.

b.  The lion is found in Daniel’s vision in Dan 7:4 and represents the kingdom of  Babylon or the Chaldeans under Nebuchadnezzar, who were very anti-Semitic.  The biblical description of them is given in Hab1:5-11, “Look among the nations!  Observe!  Be astonished!  Wonder!  Because I am doing something in your days you would not believe if you were told.  For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, that fierce and impetuous people who march throughout the earth to seize dwelling places which are not theirs.  They are dreaded and feared; their justice and authority originate with themselves.  Their horses are swifter than leopards and keener than wolves in the evening.  Their horsemen come galloping, their horsemen come from afar; they fly like an eagle swooping down to devour.  All of them come for violence.  Their horde of faces moves forward.  They collect captives like sand.  They mock at kings, and rulers are a laughing matter to them.  They laugh at every fortress and heap up rubble to capture it.  Then they will sweep through like the wind and pass on.  But they will be held guilty, they whose strength is their god.”

c.  Notice that the order of the bear and lion are reversed between Daniel’s and John’s visions.  Daniel’s vision gives the chronological order in the history of the world during Old Testament times.  John’s vision gives the chronological order of pro versus anti-Semitism during the Tribulation.


d.  The mouth of the lion is the destructive, devouring, and dangerous part of the lion.  This beast-dictator will use his mouth to order the destruction of Israel as a nation and the attempted extermination of the Jews.

e.  All three of these animals are mentioned together as the instruments of the Lord’s destruction of Israel in Hos 13:7-8, “So I will be like a lion to them; like a leopard I will lie in wait by the wayside.  I will encounter them like a bear robbed of her cubs, and I will tear open their chests; there I will also devour them like a lioness, as a wild beast would tear them.”
4.  “And the serpent [Satan] gave to him his power and his throne and great authority.”

a.  Satan is the real power behind the throne of the beast-dictator of the revived Roman Empire.  “The dragon works through the beast.  The war is of Satan’s making, but the ruler and his empire is his [Satan’s] tool for waging it.  …It includes power over freedom and life (Rev 13:10) and the entire business of mankind (Rev 13:17).”


b.  Satan gives this beast-dictator out of the sea of nations three things necessary to rule to world: Satan’s power, throne, and great authority.

c.  Satan is the ruler of the world (as proven by his offer of the kingdom’s of this world to our Lord in Mt 4).  Satan gives “the lawless one” (2 Thes 2:3, 8), “the Antichrist” (1 Jn 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 Jn 1:7) his very own power over the kingdom’s of the world.

d.  Satan gives this human being his very own throne; that is, the right to rule the world.  The fact that Satan has a throne on earth was previously stated in Rev 2:13, “I know where you live, where Satan’s throne is” and is mentioned again in Rev 16:10, “Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast.”

e.  Furthermore, Satan gives this man great authority in both the political realm and in the religious realm; for this man proclaims himself to be god on earth.  That religious authority is included here will be seen in Rev 13:4, where emphasis is on the worship of the beast-dictator, “they worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast.”

f.  This man is given everything a dictator desires: power, rulership, and ultimate and final authority to do as he pleases, answering to no one and nothing on earth.  This is exactly what Satan wanted from God in heaven, but was not given.  “As Jesus is one with the Father and shares His throne, so this beast shares the throne of the dragon.”



(1)  Satan gives the beast his power to accomplish miracles, Rev 13:3.



(2)  Satan gives the beast his sovereignty over this world as the god of this world, 2 Cor 4:4.



(3)  Satan gives the beast great authority over “every tribe, people, language, and nation,” Rev 13:7.


g.  The beast-dictator of the revived Roman Empire also represents the Empire itself.  The revived Roman Empire will have the combination of the military power, brutality, ferocity, willfulness, and success in warfare that was possessed by the Chaldean, Persian, and Greek Empires of the ancient world.  It will also have the political duplicity of both pro and anti-Semitism.  Combined with all this will be the religious power and authority of Satan.


h.  The man of lawlessness as the leader of the revived Roman Empire will combine the economic, political, military, and religious power, rulership, and authority into one person and represent himself as god—the physical embodiment of Satan—the counterfeit of the second advent of Christ.

5.  Dr. Osborne’s Excursus on The Antichrist.

“The only NT uses of antichrist occur in the Johannine epistles.  In 1 John 2:18 John alludes to the early church’s teaching, ‘You have heard that the antichrist is coming’.  From this we know that there was a developed teaching about such a being in the early church, but no NT book provides such explicit information.  John then adds, ‘Even now many antichrists have come’, referring to false teachers in the churches.  The term occurs three other times (1 John 2:22; 4:3; 2 John 7), all referring to false teachers.  These heretics were precursors of the final Antichrist and were the ‘spirit of antichrist’ (1 Jn 4:3) at work in this world.  It is clear that a major function of the Antichrist will be deceptive false teaching that leads many astray and re​sults in the apostasy of huge numbers of professing Christians (Mt 24:10-12; 2 Thes 2:3).

Perhaps the first NT reference to a coming antichrist is found in the Olivet discourse, where Jesus speaks of the abomination of desolation as a person (Mk 13:14), using the masculine participle ‘standing’ in contrast to the neuter ‘abomination’ that it modifies.  This alludes to the masculine participles in Dan 9:26-27, where it applies to Antiochus Epiphanes and his sacrilege of the temple in 167 B.C.  The sacrilegious act of Antiochus IV as prophesied in Daniel became the precursor of the Antichrist theme in Jewish teaching.  Antiochus IV called himself ‘Epiphanes’ because be viewed himself as the ‘manifestation’ of his patron god Olympian Zeus, and he set up an altar to Zeus on top of the altar in the Jerusalem temple (see 1 Macc 1:54).  Antiochus, the ‘little horn’ of Daniel, became the prototype for the theme of an Antichrist or supreme opponent of God on earth.  Later in the chapter (Mk 13:22), Jesus describes also the false messiahs, who were pretenders to the messianic office in the first century. 


The next place the Antichrist is mentioned is in 2 Thes 2:1-12, where the ‘man of lawlessness’ is discussed.  About ten years before 2 Thessalonians was written (A.D. 40), the emperor Gaius (Caligula) had threatened to set up a statue of himself in the Jerusalem temple because the Jews were not accepting his divine status.  This potential ‘abomina​tion of desolation’ might well have been in Paul’s mind as he wrote.  Al​though Caligula was assassinated in A.D. 41, ending his insane desires, another would come whose evil will would not be checked until the es​chaton [appearance of Christ].  In other words, just as Nero became a model for the beast in Rev 13, so Caligula became a model for the ‘man of lawless​ness’ in 2 Thes 2.  Paul talks there of the removal of the ‘restraining power’, allowing the ‘lawless one’, the Antichrist, to appear.  Like the little horn of Dan 7:8 (‘speaking boastfully’), 8:25 (‘he will cause deceit to prosper and will consider himself superior’), and 11:36 (‘he will magnify him​self above every god and will say unheard-of things against the God of gods’), this lawless one will ‘oppose and exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God’ (2 Thes 2:4).  As in Rev 13:13-​14, he will display all kinds of counterfeit miracles, based on ‘the work of Satan’, to prove his claims and will work through deceit.

Some (R. Charles [wrote the International Critical Commentary]; Mounce; Beale) believe that the beast is not a person but an empire, since the beasts of Daniel are world empires.  In particular, they identify the beast with the Roman Empire, seen in its world domination and through the imperial cult tak​ing upon itself the prerogatives of God. However, there are many indi​cators that the Antichrist will be a person who is the embodiment of the evil empire.  While the beast sums up the beasts of Daniel, he is also the fulfillment of the ‘little horn’ of Daniel, Antiochus Epiphanes.  Also, if the dragon is a personal being, so must be the beast, his offspring.  The description of the two beasts in chapter 13 fits an individ​ual rather than an empire, and the rest of the NT expects a person, from Mk 13:14 (‘he is standing’) to 2 Thes 2 (‘the man of lawlessness’) to the ‘many antichrists’ of 1-2 John, who are individual false teachers, as proleptic [predicating the future] of a final Antichrist (1 Jn 2:18).  Therefore, it is likely that the beast is the Antichrist figure expected in NT prophecy, the person who will lead the empire called ‘Babylon the Great’ (14:8; 17:5; 18:2, 10).”
� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 157.


� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 157.


� Osborne’s commentary, pp. 493-495.  This detailed description is so excellently described it must be included (almost) in its entirety.
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