Rev 13:17



 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and is translated “that.”  Then we have the negative MĒ with the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “no one.”  This is followed by the third person singular present deponent middle/passive subjunctive from the verb DUNAMAI, meaning “to be able: no one should be able.”

The present tense is a durative present for the entire period of the Tribulation.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, the indefinite “no one” producing the action of being able to do something.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose.

Then we have the aorist active infinitive from two verbs connected by the disjunctive particle Ē, meaning “or.”  The verb AGORAZW means “to buy or purchase” (BDAG, p. 14) and the verb PWLEW means “to sell (BDAG, p. 900).  The morphology of both verbs is the same.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the people of the Tribulation produce the action of buying and selling.

The infinitives are complementary infinitives, which complete the meaning of the main verb ‘to be able’.

“and that no one should be able to buy or sell”
 is the combination of the first class conditional particle EI with the negative MĒ, meaning “except” (BDAG, p. 278).  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb ECHW, meaning “the one who has.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now taking place during the Tribulation as John sees this vision of the future.


The active voice indicates that the unbeliever produces the action of having something.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun CHARAGMA, which means “a mark that is engraved, etched, branded, cut, imprinted, mark, stamp: Rev 13:16-17; 14:9, 11;16:2; 19:20; 20:4.”

“except the one who has the mark;”
 is the appositional accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the neuter singular article and noun THĒRION, meaning “the name/title of the beast.”  With this we have the disjunctive particle Ē meaning “or,” followed by the appositional accusative (“the accusative case (as well as the other cases) can be an appositive to another substantive in the same case.  An appositional construction involves two adjacent substantives that refer to the same person or thing and have the same syntactical relation to the rest of the clause.  The first accusative substantive can belong to any accusative category, and the second is merely a clarification of who or what is mentioned.  Thus, the appositive “piggy-backs” on the first accusative’s use, as it were.  It is a common use of the accusative.”
) direct object from the masculine singular article and noun ARITHMOS, meaning “the number” (BDAG, p. 130).  In English the phrase “[that is]” can be added to show this simple appositive relationship of the two accusatives: “the one who has the mark, [that is], the name of the beast.”  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the third person neuter singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “of his name.” 
“[that is] the name of the beast or the number of his name.”
Rev 13:17 corrected translation
“and that no one should be able to buy or sell except the one who has the mark; [that is] the name of the beast or the number of his name.”
Explanation:
1.  “and that no one should be able to buy or sell except the one who has the mark;”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “Furthermore, he causes everyone, the small and the great, both the rich and the poor, both the free and the slaves, to give to themselves a mark on their right hand or on their forehead, and that no one should be able to buy or sell except the one who has the mark; [that is] the name of the beast or the number of his name.”

b.  The false prophet develops an economic system that is dependent upon acknowledging oneself as a follower of the dictator of the revived Roman Empire.


(1)  In order to buy or sell anything in the world during the Tribulation a person will have to have the name or the number of the beast-dictator; that is, the Antichrist tattooed or engraved on their forehead, their right hand, or both.



(2)  This is a clear attempt by Satan to force believers into economic ruin.



(3)  Therefore, believers will be forced to choose between their material wealth and the Lord Jesus Christ.



(4)  Imagine not being able to buy a car, or gas, or food, or clothing, or a house, or any of the basic necessities of life.  Believers will have to develop an underground economy, which is not based upon anything the beast has to offer.



(5)  Believers will also have to depend on the logistical provision of the Lord.  They will not be able to depend upon their own ability to provide for their families or themselves.


c.  “The ‘beast’ seeks to control people and monopolize commodities ‘so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark of the beast’.  God’s judgment upon this economic order is depicted as the fall of mercantile Babylon (Rome).  Babylon symbolizes debauching wealth, for it so lusted after luxury that it made merchandise of ‘human souls’ (Rev 18:13); but ‘in one hour has all this wealth been laid waste’ (Rev 18:17).”


d.  Only the unbeliever will prosper under Satan’s economic system.
2.  “[that is] the name of the beast or the number of his name.”

a.  This appositional clause explains what is meant by the previous statement “the one who has the mark.”

b.  The mark is now defined as having the name of the beast-dictator or the number of his name tattooed or branded on their right hand or forehead; that is, somewhere where it is clearly visible.

c.  In the ancient world, people developed a system of encoding a person’s name numerically.  Each letter of the alphabet was equivalent to a numerical value.

	Number
	Greek
	Hebrew
	Number
	Greek
	Hebrew

	1
	
	
	60
	
	


	2
	
	
	70
	
	

	3
	
	
	80
	
	

	4
	
	
	90
	an ‘i’ with a circle on top
	

	5
	
	
	100
	
	

	6
	 (a capital F)
	
	200
	
	

	7
	
	
	300
	
	

	8
	
	
	400
	
	

	9
	
	
	500
	
	

	10
	
	
	600
	
	

	20
	
	
	700
	
	

	30
	
	
	800
	
	

	40
	
	
	900
	an arrow pointing up
	

	50
	
	
	1000
	/A
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



d.  “In ancient times, letters of the alphabet served as numbers.  As there were not enough letters in the then current Greek alphabet, certain obsolete letters and signs were brought into the system.  Thus, every name yielded a number.  To decipher a number presented a rather fascinating riddle.  An often quoted graffito from Pompeii reads, ‘I love her whose number is 545’.  Among the Jews the practice was known as gematria.”
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