Rev 13:11



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” continuing the narrative with the introduction of a new vision.  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, which means “I saw.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action of seeing.
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective ALLOS and the noun THĒRION, meaning “another beast.”  With this we have the appositional (explanatory) accusative neuter singular present active participle from the verb ANABAINW, which means “to ascend or go up: ascending.”  This is a picture of this man rising to power.


The present tense is a descriptive present of what John is currently seeing.


The active voice indicates that this beast-dictator produces the action of rising to power.


The participle is circumstantial and explanatory of what John sees.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “from the earth.”  In Rev 14:3 this phrase (with APO) =from the midst of humanity as in Acts 8:33; 22:22.”  The noun GĒ is also used for the “land” of Israel as in Mt 2:20 EIS GE ISRAEL = ‘into the land of Israel’.  GĒ is also used absolutely of the Israel or Palestine in Mt 27:45; Mk 15:33; Lk 4:25.”
  This is its meaning here, since this is the political dictator of Israel, who also functions as the false prophet of the Beast dictator out of the sea.
“And then I saw another beast ascending from the land [Israel],”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have: he had.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which indicates what occurred at some point in the past.


The active voice indicates that the beast-dictator of Israel produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun KERAS with accusative neuter plural cardinal adjective DUO, meaning “two horns.”  This is followed by the neuter plural accusative adjective HOMOIOS, which means “like, similar to.”  With this we have the dative of comparison (which is always used after HOMOIOS) from the neuter singular noun ARNION, meaning “a lamb.”  Literally this says ‘he had two, like-a-lamb horns’.  The comparison is a comparison to the true Messiah.  This beast is the False Messiah of the Tribulation.
“and he had two horns like a lamb,”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “but; however; or nevertheless.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak: he kept on speaking.”

The descriptive imperfect indicates continuous action in the past up to some undefined point.


The active voice indicates that this beast from the land of Israel produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as or like” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun DRAKWN, meaning “the serpent.”
“but he kept speaking like the serpent.”
Rev 13:11 corrected translation
“And then I saw another beast ascending from the land [Israel], and he had two horns like a lamb, but he kept speaking like the serpent.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then I saw another beast ascending from the land [Israel],”

a.  John now introduces the second beast and the third member of the unholy trinity (the first two being Satan and the Antichrist, Rev 16:13, “And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs;”).  John sees another beast or powerful ruler of a nation, who is similar in appearance to the first beast (they are both beasts or wild animals).  They are not identical, but are similar to one another.  John sees another beast, which is just like the first beast.  This beast would be equivalent in the unholy trinity to the Holy Spirit, who glorifies Christ, since this beast glorifies the first beast out of the sea.


b.  This beast from the land is called “the false prophet” in Rev 16:13; 19:20; 20:10.  Rev 19:20, “And the beast [dictator of the revived Roman Empire/the Antichrist] was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.”

c.  This man is the dictator of the nation of Israel, because he is said to come from the land.  This word ‘land’ is a technical use of the word GĒ, referring to the “Land of Israel” as in Mt 27:45, “Now from the sixth hour darkness fell upon all the land until the ninth hour;” Mk 15:33; Lk 4:25, “But I say to you in truth, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the sky was shut up for three years and six months, when a great famine came over all the land.”


d.  The word ‘ascending’ or ‘rising up’ refers to this dictator’s rise to political and religious power in the nation of Israel during the first half of the Tribulation.
2.  “and he had two horns [political and religious power] like a lamb [a false Messiah],”

a.  The horn represents power as explained by Harper’s Bible Dictionary, “A symbol of power, …In the Revelation to John ‘horn’ signifies supernatural power: the power of the lamb (5:6), of the dragon (12:13), of the beast from the sea (13:1), of the beast from the earth (13:11), and of the scarlet beast upon which a woman sits (17:3-16).”
 


b.  This beast who rises up from the land of Israel has two sources of power—political and religious power—just as the true Messiah had two sources of power—spiritual and doctrinal (the filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine in His soul).

c.  This Jewish political leader of Israel is also the religious leader of Israel.  This is the satanic counterfeit of the combined kingship and priesthood of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the manner of Melchizedek, Heb 5:6, 10; 6:20, Heb 7:13-17, “For these things are spoken about One who belongs to another tribe, from which [tribe] no one has officiated at the altar.  

For [it is] evident that our Lord was descended from Judah [the ruling tribe], with reference to which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning priests.  And it is still even more evident, if another priest has arisen according to the likeness of Melchizedek, who has become [a high priest] not on the basis of the principle of a physical standard, but on the basis of the power of an indestructible life.  For it is declared, ‘You [are] a priest forever according to the manner of Melchizedek’.”

d.  This false prophet represents himself as similar to the Messiah, just as our Lord said he would, Mt 24:11, “Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many.”  And Mt 24:23-26, “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ,’ or ‘There He is,’ do not believe him.  For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.  Behold, I have told you in advance.  So if they say to you, ‘Behold, He is in the wilderness,’ do not go out, or, ‘Behold, He is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe them.”  Also remember our Lord’s warning in Mt 7:15, “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.”

e.  This false prophet will be a leader of false prophets.  He will lead a religious system, which worships the beast dictator of the revived Roman Empire, as pointed out in the next verse.  “The ‘beast from the earth’ (Rev 13:11ff), also called the ‘false prophet’ (Rev 16:13; 19:20; 20:10), is the public relations officer of the former beast, and persuades men to worship him [the Antichrist] and ultimately shares his fate.”
 


f.  This man’s political power will come from the power that Satan delegates to him.  His religious power will come from the supernatural power that Satan gives to him to perform miracles.  He will use his ability to perform miracles to validate his false claim of possibly being the return of the Messiah to Israel.

g.  It might seem confusing to us that this dictator of Israel represents himself as the Messiah and then calls on people all over the world to worship the beast dictator of the revived Roman Empire as God on earth.  This would seem to be a contradiction to what is taught in the Scriptures.  It is!  We have to remember that this entire religious system is Satan’s counterfeit, which is being sold to unbelievers who know nothing of the word of God and are completely ignorant of what the Scriptures teach.  The false Messiah of Israel will motivate people to worship the beast out of the sea and will even permit his statue to be erected in the temple in Israel to be worshipped.  Religious confusion will reign supreme during the Tribulation.
3.  “but he kept speaking like the serpent.”

a.  The dictator of Israel presents himself as the ‘messiah’ by performing signs, wonders, and miracles, but on the other hand he keeps on saying the same things as the Antichrist, whose statue is erected in the temple in Jerusalem.

b.  The beast out of the land of Israel is like Satan.  He seeks rulership over others and is the leader of a religious system that is contrary to God.

c.  This man is Satan’s religious mouthpiece.  “Like the Antichrist, the false prophet is the agent of the dragon and speaks with his voice.  This is another parody of Christ, who speaks with the voice of the Father (Jn 5:25-30; 7:16-18).  The Antichrist was given ‘a mouth to speak great blasphemies, and …opened his mouth in order to blaspheme God and to slander his name’ (Rev 13:5-6).  The second beast will speak with the same voice.”


d.  This man articulates Satan’s religious system for the unbelievers of the world to believe in and worship Satan through the person of the Antichrist.


e.  Like the serpent in the Garden (and the statement in Rev 12:9, ‘who deceives the whole world’), this beast’s speech “was deceitful and beguiling.”
  “This is not blustering fierceness, but deceptive, subtle, seductive speech to lure people away from faith in Christ and into the dragon’s trap.”
  “Whereas the first beast speaks loudly and defiantly against God, the second beast makes the first beast’s claims sound plausible and persuasive.”
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