Rev 12:9



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb BALLW, which means “to throw down; to be thrown out; and in the passive voice: to be thrown down” (BDAG, p. 163).

The aorist tense is a proleptic or futuristic aorist, which regards a future action as a past fact.


The passive voice indicates that Satan and his fallen angels receive the action of being thrown down to the earth out of the second heaven.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun DRAKWN followed by the article and adjective MEGAS, meaning “the great serpent.”  This is followed by the appositional nominative from the masculine singular article and noun OPHIS (meaning “snake, serpent”) plus the article and adjective ARCHAIOS, meaning “the old, ancient.”  Then we have the appositional nominative (nominative of explanation) from the masculine singular articular present passive participle of the verb KALEW, which means “to be called.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and has continued throughout human history.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the nominative of appellation from the masculine singular adjective DIABOLOS, meaning “the Adversary/Devil” plus the connective KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative masculine singular article and noun SATANAS, meaning “Satan.”
“And then the great serpent was thrown down, the ancient snake, the one who is called the Devil and Satan,”
 is the appositional nominative masculine singular from the articular present active participle of the verb PLANAW, which means “to deceive” (BDAG, p. 821).

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who.”

The present tense is a descriptive and durative present for what is now going on and has continued throughout human history.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun OIKOUMENĒ, meaning “all inhabitants of the earth: world, humankind Acts 17:31; 19:27; of Satan who deceives all humankind Rev 12:9.”
  With this we have the accusative feminine singular adjective HOLOS, meaning “whole.”  The term OIKOUMENĒ is used rather than GĒ “as more specifically depicting earth’s inhabitants and the political structure which characterizes their society.”

“the one who keeps on deceiving the whole world.”
 is the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb BALLW, which means “to throw down; and in the passive voice: to be thrown down.”

The aorist tense is a proleptic or futuristic aorist, which regards a future action as certain as a past fact.


The passive voice indicates that Satan and his fallen angels receive the action of being thrown down to the earth out of the second heaven.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “to the earth” and referring to planet earth.
“He was thrown down to the earth.”
 is the additive/adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and; In addition; also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun AGGELOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his angels,” referring to the fallen angels belonging to Satan.  This is followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with him” and referring to Satan.  Finally, we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb BALLW, which means “to throw down; and in the passive voice: to be thrown down.”

The aorist tense is a proleptic or futuristic aorist, which regards a future action as certain as a past fact.


The passive voice indicates that Satan and his fallen angels receive the action of being thrown down to the earth out of the second heaven.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“In addition his angels were thrown down with him.”
Rev 12:9 corrected translation
“And then the great serpent was thrown down, the ancient snake, the one who is called the Devil and Satan, the one who keeps on deceiving the whole world.  He was thrown down to the earth.  In addition his angels were thrown down with him.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then the great serpent was thrown down, the ancient snake, the one who is called the Devil and Satan,”

a.   This is the casting of Satan out of all three heavens to the earth.



(1)  In the next verse we will see that Satan is in the presence of God in the third heaven night and day accusing believers.  Therefore, this throwing down or throwing out of heaven includes his being cast out of the third heaven from the presence of God.


(2)  The normal abode of the elect angels is the third heaven with God.  However, since sin cannot exist in the presence of God, the fallen angels’ normal abode is the stellar universe or the second heaven.  Satan and his angels are depicted in this verse as being cast from the second heaven to the confines of the earth.



(3)  Satan and his angels will have another fall, being cast down from the earth into the Abyss at the second advent of Christ.



(4)  The final fall of Satan and his angels is into the eternal lake of fire.


b.  This same description of Satan is given in Rev 20:2, “And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.”

c.  This verse gives us two titles of the archenemy of God: The Devil and Satan.  Some of Satan’s other titles are:



(1)  “The prince of this world” Jn 12:31; 14:30.



(2)  “The prince of the power of the air” Eph 2:2.



(3)  “The god of this world” 2 Cor 4:4.


d.  Satan is called here ‘the ancient serpent’ or ‘snake’, which refers to his use of the serpent to disguise himself and deceive the woman in the Garden of Eden.  Satan is also called a serpent in Isa 27:1, “In that day the Lord will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent, with His fierce and great and mighty sword, even Leviathan the twisted serpent; and He will kill the dragon [the serpent = Satan] who lives in the sea [the sea of nations].”

e.  The original fall of Satan from heaven is described in Ezek 28:15-16, “You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created until unrighteousness was found in you.

By the abundance of your trade you were internally filled with violence, and you sinned; Therefore, I have cast you as profane from the mountain of God [the kingdom of God].  And I have destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.”

f.  The casting of Satan out of heaven is prophesied by our Lord in Jn 12:31, “Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.”
2.  “the one who keeps on deceiving the whole world.”

a.  The beginning of Satan’s deception of the world was in the Garden of Eden.  This statement tells us that nothing has changed throughout the course of human history.

b.  Satan is described as both a ‘serpent’ and ‘deceiver’ in 2 Cor 11:3, “However I am afraid that perhaps, as the serpent deceived Eve with his crafty dishonesty, your minds might be led astray from the sincere devotion and purity, which [exists] because of Christ.”

c.  The phrase ‘the whole world’ refers to the inhabitants of planet earth; that is, mankind.  Man has always been and is still being deceived by Satan.


d.  What is Satan’s great deception?



(1)  That God doesn’t really exist.



(2)  That there is no heaven or hell.



(3)  That there is nothing to be saved from; that is, you don’t need to be saved.



(4)  That Jesus Christ was just another man who died, and never rose from the dead.



(5)  That Satan is the real god of this world and should be worshipped as such.



(6)  That we can do what we want and should do what we want, since it is the only way we can be free and happy.


e.  Satan’s deception opposes God at every point and rejects God’s love and truth at every point.


f.  His deception through the false prophet is further described in Rev 13:14, “And he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the signs which it was given him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who had the wound of the sword and has come to life.”  His deception of people during the Tribulation is summed up in Mt 24:24, “For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.”

g.  Satan’s deception of the world is mentioned in 2 Cor 4:4, “in whom, the god of this age has blinded their unbelieving minds, that they might not see distinctly and discern the truth [illumination] of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”

h.  Satan’s final deception of the unbelievers of the world will occur after his thousand year imprisonment, when he motivates the unbelievers of the world to revolt against the rule of our Lord Jesus Christ, Rev 20:8, “and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore.”

i.  Satan is the master of deception with an uncanny ability to mislead people.  It is his chief aim and occupation.
  Satan’s cunning deception is twofold.



(1)  He deceives unbelievers into thinking there is no need for salvation and then accuses them before God of not believing in God.



(2)  He tempts believers into sinning and then accuses them before God as sinners.
3.  “He was thrown down to the earth,”

a.  Satan is thrown down from all three heavens.  God takes away his power and ability to exist above the surface of the earth.  This makes Satan really angry.

b.  God is fed up with listening to the accusations of Satan day and night in heaven and finally throws him out of the heavens and confines him to the earth.

c.  In Job 1:7 God asks Satan “From where do you come?”  Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “From roaming about on the earth and walking around on it.”  Now Satan is forced to stay on the earth and roam about on it for the next three and a half years, knowing that his time is short before being confined to the Abyss for a thousand years.
4.  “In addition his angels were thrown down with him.”

a.  This is a reference to the fallen angels, who keep on falling.  They are thrown down out of the second heaven (the stellar universe) along with Satan and confined to the earth.  This obviously makes them mad, which results in their motivating men on earth to start the greatest and final world war of human history.

b.  The fact that there are also fallen angels can be seen in:



(1)  Job 4:18, “He puts no trust even in His servants; and against His angels He charges error.”


(2)  Eph 6:12, “because our warfare is not against blood and flesh but against rulers [demon general officers], against authorities [demon officer corps], against world rulers of this darkness [demon ambassadors], against spirit forces of evil in the heavenlies [rank and file demons].”

c.  This is not the final fall of Satan and his angels.


(1)  There is another fall of Satan from the earth to his thousand year imprisonment in the Abyss, Rev 20:1-3, “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand.  And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.”


(2)  The final fall of Satan and his angels is from the earth into the lake of fire.



(a)  Mt 25:41, “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.”



(b)  Rev 20:7, “When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore.  And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them.  And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also [they went there at the second advent of Christ as a part of the baptism of fire]; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.”

d.  Fallen angels that violated the rules of the angelic conflict in Gen 6 were imprisoned in a compartment of Hades called Tartarus until their last judgment and casting into the lake of fire, 2 Pet 2:4, “For if God [Jesus Christ] did not spare the angels when they sinned, but imprisoned [them] in Tartarus with chains of darkness, He will deliver over those being preserved for judgment [the Last Judgment when they are cast into the lake of fire].”
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� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 132; Theological Dictionary of the NT, Vol 5, p. 157-159.
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