Rev 11:18



 is the use of the conjunction KAI to introduce a result, translated “And so.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun ETHNOS, meaning “the nations.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb ORGIZW, which means “to be angry” (BDAG, p. 721).

The aorist tense is futuristic/constative aorist, which looks at a future event as a past action.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form, but active in meaning—the nations producing the action of being angry.


The indicative mood is declarative for a statement of fact and reality.

“And so the nations were angry.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, used to continue the narrative, and translated “And then.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: came.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the future action as a past, historical fact.


The active voice indicates that the anger of the Lord produced the action of coming against the unbelievers of the world.


The indicative mood is declarative for a statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ORGĒ with the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your anger” and referring to the anger of God, which is an anthropopathism for the righteous and perfect judgment of God.
“And then Your anger came [Baptism of Fire].”
 is the adjunctive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Also, Furthermore, or In addition.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KAIROS, meaning “the time.”  There is no main verb in the following Greek sentence.  Therefore, the verb has deliberately been omitted, since in the Greek way of thinking, the main verb has already been given and need not be restated.  However, in English the main verb must be supplied.  To find the main verb all we need do is go back to the previous main verb just used = ERCHOMAI, ‘to come’.  This is followed by the genitive of purpose from the masculine plural article and adjective NEKROS, used as a substantive, meaning “for the dead” and refers to the believers of the Old Testament. Then we have the aorist passive infinitive from the verb KRINW, which means “to be judged” (BDAG, p. 568).

The aorist tense is a proleptic or futuristic aorist and is also an ingressive aorist.  It indicates that the subject is about to enter into the action in the future, but is presented as so certain that it has already taken place.

The passive voice indicates that the believers of the Old Testament receive the action of being judged; that is, evaluated by Jesus Christ, after His second advent.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, indicating the purpose for the coming of the time.
“Also the time [came] for the dead [OT believers] to be judged;”
 is the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is,” followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give, grant, bestow.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic/constative aorist, which regards a future action as having already taken place.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ will produce the action of giving rewards to His servants.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun MISTHOS, meaning “reward/recompense” (BDAG, p. 653).  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from masculine plural article and noun DOULOS with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “to Your slaves/subjects/ministers” (BDAG, p. 260).  The word “ministers” is probably the best meaning here, since the people described as DOULOI are further defined in this context by the appositional dative masculine plural from the article and noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “the prophets.”  The Old Testament prophets were the ministers or official representatives of the King.  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural article and adjective HAGIOS, meaning “to the saints” and referring to tribulational martyrs.  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the dative masculine plural articular present passive participle from the verb PHOBEW, which means “to have a profound measure of respect for, (have) reverence, respect, with special reference to fear of offending Rev 11:18.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, and is translated “to those who respect.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continues in the present.


The passive voice indicates that believers of the tribulation still alive at the second advent of Christ received the action of having respect for Christ.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the second person singular possessive genitive from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your person.”  Then we have the appositional accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective MIKROS, meaning “the small” but also referring to “being of little import, unimportant, insignificant of persons lacking in importance, influence, power,  Mt 10:42; Mk 9:42; Lk 17:2; Mt 11:11; Lk 7:28; the one who is least among you all 9:48.”
  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective MEGAS, meaning “the great/important.”
“that is, to give reward to Your ministers, the prophets, and to the saints [Tribulational martyrs] and to those who respect Your person [OT believers], the insignificant and the important,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the aorist active infinitive from the verb DIAPHTHEIRW, which means “to destroy” (BDAG, p. 239).

The aorist tense is a futuristic/constative aorist, which regards a future action as having already taken place.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ will produce the action of destroying the unbelievers of the earth.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb DIAPHTHEIRW, which means “to destroy, ruin, or corrupt.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, translated “those who.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continued up to the present time.


The active voice indicates that the subject produces the action.  There are two possible subjects here.



1.  Demons under Satan’s control produce the action of destroying, ruining, and corrupting the unbelievers of the earth with their degeneracy, sin, evil, and murderous attacks on vast number of people of the earth, such as the wiping out of one third of the population of the earth by the two hundred million demon army.



2.  The unbelievers of the national confederation, called ‘Babylon the Great’ (Chapters 17-18), who follow the Beast or Antichrist and wage the final attack on Jerusalem.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “the earth” and referring to the inhabitants of planet earth.

“and to destroy those who destroy the earth.’”
Rev 11:18 corrected translation
“And so the nations were angry.  And then Your anger came [Baptism of Fire].  Also the time [came] for the dead [Old Testament believers] to be judged; that is, to give reward to Your ministers, the prophets, and to the saints [Tribulational martyrs] and to those who respect Your person [OT believers], the insignificant and the important, and to destroy those who destroy the earth.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And so the nations were angry.”

a.  The twenty-four angelic leaders continue their worship by stating the result of our Lord taking over the rule of Satan’s kingdom—the unbelievers of the earth become very angry.

b.  Under Satan’s rule the unbelievers of the earth are free to do whatever they want.

c.  Under our Lord’s rule the unbelievers lose all their freedom completely and will lose their life on earth as well.  They are not happy about this.


d.  The word ETHNOS in the Greek was used for both ‘the nations’ of the world other than Israel and for ‘the Gentiles’ or the unbelievers of those nations.  Therefore, ETHNOS is used here as a figurative way of referring to the unbelievers on the earth during the Tribulation.


e.  The human rulers of the earth are angry at losing their ruling power and authority.


f.  All unbelievers of the Tribulation know that when Christ comes they will be removed from any position of authority on earth and replaced by believers.  This will make the unbelievers of the world extremely angry.


g.  This will be part of the motivation for the final world war of human history against Israel and the rest of the believers on earth.

2.  “And then Your anger came [Baptism of Fire].”

a.  The next historical event after the final world war of human history is the anger of the Lord directed against the unbelievers of the Tribulation.


(1)  The phrase ‘Your anger’ refers to the anger of God as an anthropopathism.


(2)  God doesn’t have anger.  God doesn’t get angry.  God has never been angry.



(3)  This is an anthropopathism, which is using human language to describe a divine policy.


b.  God responds in kind to the anger of the unbeliever against the believers of the earth.  God responds with perfect righteousness and justice.


c.  The anger of God against the unbelievers of the earth at the second advent of Christ is the judgment of all unbelievers.  This is called in Scripture the baptism of fire.  It is described in several passages.



(1)  Zeph 1:14-18, “Near is the great day of the Lord, near and coming very quickly; Listen, the day of the Lord!  In it the warrior cries out bitterly.  A day of wrath is that day, a day of trouble and distress, a day of destruction and desolation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet and battle cry against the fortified cities and the high corner towers.  I will bring distress on men so that they will walk like the blind, because they have sinned against the Lord; and their blood will be poured out like dust and their flesh like dung.  Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to deliver them on the day of the Lord’s wrath; and all the earth will be devoured in the fire of His jealousy, for He will make a complete end, indeed a terrifying one, of all the inhabitants of the earth.”


(2)  Mt 3:11-12, “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”


(3)  Mt 25:31-33, “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.  All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left.”  Mt 25:41, “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.’”


(4)  Rom 2:3-8, “Moreover do you presume this, O mankind, when you pass judgment upon those who practice such things and yet you keep on doing the same things that you will escape the judicial verdict from God?  Or do you treat with contempt the riches of His kindness and clemency and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness leads you to a change of mind?  But because of your hardness and unrepentant heart, you keep on storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath, even of the revelation of the righteous judgment from God, who [the Lord Jesus Christ] will render recompense to each person according to his works.  To those on the one hand who on the basis of the expectation of a good work are seeking eternal life, [there is] glory, honor, and immortality.  But to those on the other hand who from selfish ambition indeed refuse to believe the truth but keep on obeying unrighteousness—anger and wrath!”


(5)  2 Thes 1:6-10a, “since it is a just thing in the judgment of God to pay back suffering to those who oppress you and relief with us to you who are being oppressed at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with His angels of power with flaming fire, inflicting punishment to those who do not know God; that is, to those who do not accept the gospel of our Lord Jesus, who certainly will undergo the punishment—eternal destruction from the person of the Lord; that is, from the glory of His omnipotence, when He comes in that day to be honored with His saints and to be admired by all those who believed.”


(6)  Rev 6:17, “because the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?’”


(7)  Rev 19:15, “And a sharp broadsword proceeds from His mouth, in order that with it He might destroy the nations, then He will rule them with an iron scepter; prior to this He treads the wine press of the wine of wrath, even the anger of God, the Omnipotent One.”
3.  “Also the time [came] for the dead [Old Testament believers] to be judged;”

a.  Having dwelt with the unbeliever, the next thing mentioned is the judgment/evaluation of the Old Testament believers.

b.  The time came for the judgment of the unbeliever, and the time also came for the judgment of the believer.

c.  This is the evaluation of the Old Testament believers after the Second Advent of Christ, which is taught in Mt 25:34-40, “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’ Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink?  And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You?  When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’  The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’”

e.  These ‘dead’ were the Old Testament believers who have already died and were in heaven awaiting their resurrection and eternal rewards.


f.  The Old Testament saints and tribulational martyrs are resurrected and given the beginnings of their eternal rewards with their blessings for time during the millennial reign of Christ.  Their blessings for eternity await the creation of the new heavens and the new earth.


g.  This ‘judgment’ is an evaluation and reward of all Old Testament and Tribulational believers as explained in the next phrase.

4.  “that is, to give reward to Your ministers, the prophets, and to the saints [Tribulational martyrs] and to those who respect Your person [Old Testament believers], the insignificant and the important,”

a.  John now clarifies exactly to whom he refers by the phrase ‘the dead’.

b.  The ‘dead’ are defined as the ministers of Christ; that is, His Old Testament prophets (note the same phrase in Rev 10:7, “just as He proclaimed the good news to His own servants the prophets”), as well as His saints; that is, those believers murdered/killed during the Tribulation (the title used for Tribulational believers in Rev 8:3-4), and believers in general = those who respect Your person.  Note the combination of saints and prophets in Rev 16:6, “for they poured out the blood of saints and prophets” and Rev 18:24, “And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints and of all who have been slain on the earth.”  ‘Your servants the prophets’ is a well-known OT designation for OT prophets, 2 Kg 9:7; 17:13, 23, 21:10; 24:2; Dan 9:6, 10.

c.  The phrase ‘those who respect Your person’ refers to anyone in general who has believed in Christ during the period of the Old Testament, which includes Daniel’s seventieth week—the Tribulation.  Believing in Christ equals respecting His person and His work on the Cross.


d.  The phrase ‘the insignificant and the important’ refers to all people regardless of gender, race, culture, national origin, economic status, authority, fame, or any other criteria of life.  This same phrase is used in Rev 19:5, “And a voice came from the throne, saying, ‘Give praise to our God, all you His slaves, you who respect Him, the small and the great.’”

e.  Notice that the Old Testament saints are broken down into three general categories: the prophets, the Tribulational martyrs, and believers in general.  The point is that God is a rewarder of those who believe in Him, just as Heb 11:6 says, “Now without confidence in doctrine [it is] impossible to please.  For it is necessary that the one coming to God believe that He is and keeps on proving to be a rewarder to those seeking Him.”

f.  Rev 22:12, “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.”

g.  Ps 115:13, “He will bless those who fear the Lord, the small together with the great.”

h.  All believers of human history prior to the second advent of Christ will be judged after the second advent of Christ at the beginning of His millennial reign.  The Church is evaluated in heaven prior to the Second Advent.  All other believers (except those who are born during the millennial reign of Christ and believe in Him) are judged on earth at the conclusion of the Second Advent.
5.  “and to destroy those who destroy the earth.’”

a.  The final judgment is the judgment of those who destroyed the earth.

b.  This can refer to two possible groups, and probably refers to both.



(1)  It can refer to Satan and his demon forces, which have attempted to wipe out and destroy the population of the earth, though God restricted their initial assault to one third of the population of the earth.  They are also the forces behind the Antichrist, the Beast, the False Prophets, and the armies attacking Israel in the Armageddon campaign.



(2)  It can also refer to the unbelievers of the earth, who have destroyed normal life on earth through their rejection of the love of God and love of sin, human good, and evil, which is manifest in their lifestyle of idolatry.


c.  This can certainly refer to the judgment of all the fallen angels, who have destroyed the earth and its inhabitants since the fall of man, based upon:


(1)  Mt 25:41, “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.’”


(2)  Rev 20:1-3, “Then I saw an angel descending from heaven, and he had the key to the Abyss and a great chain in his hand [he was holding a pair of giant handcuffs].  Then he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, even Satan, and [incarcerated] bound him for a thousand years.  Then he cast him into the Abyss, he both locked and sealed over him in order that he should no longer deceive the nations until the thousand years were completed. After these things, he must be released for a short time.”  Where Satan is incarcerated, his demons are incarcerated with him.


d.  The phrase ‘the earth’ does not refer to the physical earth, but rather refers to those who have lived on the earth and were destroyed, ruined, and corrupted in the process; that is, it refers to believers and unbelievers.  Satan and his minions destroyed the unbelievers of the earth, while the unbelievers of the earth sought to destroy and kill the believers of the earth.

e.  The other great biblical evidence that ‘those who destroy the earth’ refers to the unbelievers of the earth is found in Jer 51:24-25, which says, “‘But I will repay Babylon and all the inhabitants of Chaldea for all their evil that they have done in Zion before your eyes,’ declares the Lord.  ‘Behold, I am against you, O destroying mountain [nation], who destroys the whole earth,’ declares the Lord, ‘And I will stretch out My hand against you, and roll you down from the crags, and I will make you a burnt out mountain.’”  In this interpretation of ‘those who destroy the earth’ those doing the destroying refer to the unbelievers of the earth, and the phrase ‘the earth’ would refer to the believers of the earth during the Tribulation.

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 1061). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 651). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Thomas, Vol 2, p. 113; Osborne, p. 447.





PAGE  
5

