Rev 11:17



 is the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what happened as these angels worshipped God.


The active voice indicates that the twenty-four elders [leader-angels] produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial, indicating an attendant circumstance to the action of the main verb.

Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EUCHARISTEW, which means “to give thanks, to be grateful.”

The present tense is a descriptive present to describe what is now going on or happening.


The active voice indicates that these angels produce the action of giving thanks.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “to You.”
“saying, ‘We give thanks to You,”
 is the vocative masculine singular from the noun KURIOS (“O Lord”) plus the nominative used as a vocative from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS (“the God”) plus the article and noun PANTOKRATWR, used as an adjective, meaning “Almighty; Omnipotent” (BDAG, p. 755).
“O Lord, the Omnipotent God,”
 is the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: the one who is.”

The article functions as a relative pronoun, while also substantivizing the participle—making it a noun, and in this case a proper noun or title of God.


The present tense is a descriptive present, which is used to describe the present existence of God.


The active voice indicates that God the Son produces the action of being alive, existing right now.


The participle is ascriptive and should be translated “The One Who Is.”
Then we have the additive, continuative, or connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative of appellation from the masculine singular article with the third person singular imperfect active indicative (rather than the participle, because the verb EIMI has no participial form to express continuing action in past time) of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: the One who kept on being.”

The imperfect tense is a progressive imperfect, emphasizing an on-going action in the past without regard for its beginning or end.  It refers to never-beginning or ending past time; that is, eternity past.


The active voice indicates that God has produced the action of always existing in past time.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.  It is translated “The One Who Kept On Being.”
“The One Who Is and The One Who Kept On Being,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the second person singular perfect active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to take: You have taken.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that the Lord has produced the action of taking something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DUNAMIS, meaning “power” and the article an adjective MEGAS, meaning “great” with the second person singular possessive genitive from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your great power.”  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb BASILEUW, which means “to rule/reign.”

The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist
, which regards the entirety of the action from its beginning or inception.


The active voice indicates that our Lord Jesus Christ has produced the action of beginning to rule.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“because You have taken Your great power and have begun to rule.”
Rev 11:17 corrected translation
“saying, ‘We give thanks to You, O Lord, the Omnipotent God, The One Who Is and The One Who Kept On Being, because You have taken Your great power and have begun to rule.”
Explanation:
1.  “saying, ‘We give thanks to You,”

a.  John now declares the content of the worship of these twenty-four angels.

b.  These angels are thankful to the Lord Jesus Christ.  The reason for their thankfulness will be given shortly.

c.  Giving thanks to God for who and what He is and always has been and constantly does for us is the worship of God.  Without thankfulness to God, there is no worship of God.  Thankfulness to God is worship of God.


d.  This is why all prayer should begin with thankfulness to God.


e.  Thankfulness to God should be a daily service of our royal priesthood.

2.  “O Lord, the Omnipotent God,”

a.  This is a title of God describing who is referred to by the personal pronoun ‘You’.

b.  The title ‘O Lord’ emphasizes the sovereignty of God.

c.  The title ‘The Omnipotent One’ emphasizes the power of God, and is used nine times in Revelation: Rev 1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7, 14; 19:6, 15; 21:22.

d.  The title ‘God’ identifies this person as a member of the Trinity.


e.  As we see in the next phrase, this title is ascribed to the Lord Jesus Christ.

3.  “The One Who Is and The One Who Kept On Being,”

a.  This is the same title of our Lord found in Rev 1:4, 8; 4:8; and 16:5.  Rev 4:8, “In addition the four living being, each one of them having six wings apiece, are full of eyes outside and inside.  Furthermore, by day and by night they do not cease, saying, ‘Holy, holy, holy, [is] the Lord, the Almighty God [Jesus Christ], ‘The One Who Kept on Being’ and ‘The One Who Is’ and ‘The One Who Is Coming’.”

b.  This title of our Lord Jesus Christ is a reference to His Alpha and Omega glory.



(1)  His Omega glory is the glory He has at the end of human history and for all eternity in hypostatic union.


(2)  His Alpha glory is the glory He has always had as eternal God in eternity past.

c.  Jesus Christ is “The One Who Is,” “The One Who Kept On Being,” “The Lord,” and “The Omnipotent One.”

d.  The fact that Jesus Christ “is” was declared by His resurrection.


e.  The fact that Jesus Christ “kept on being” is declared by His eternal life.


f.  The fact that Jesus Christ is omnipotent is declared by His creation of the universe and control of human history.


g.  The fact that Jesus Christ is Lord will be demonstrated by His second advent, millennial reign, and last judgment of His creatures.

4.  “because You have taken Your great power and have begun to rule.”

a.  The reason for the worship and thankfulness of these angels is now given.

b.  They worship Christ and are thankful to Him because He has now taken His great power; that is, His omnipotence, and begun the final events leading up to His second advent.

c.  The beginning of our Lord’s rule starts with the last half of the Tribulation, when Satan is cast out of heaven to the earth, which we will see in Rev 12:1-10.


d.  Our Lord’s great power is His omnipotence, which He uses to control history, including the events of the last half of the tribulation.


e.  The beginning of our Lord’s rule will deal with Satan and the fallen angels in heaven, and then Satan, the fallen angels, and all unbelievers on the earth.


f.  The beginning of our Lord’s rule includes all the final judgments on the earth prior to His second advent.


g.  These angels are praising the Lord because there is no longer any delay in the judgment of the fallen angels and Satan, nor in permitting Satan to operate freely in the universe and on earth.  All of his evil will finally be dwelt with by the omnipotence of God.


h.  Dr. Beale makes a nice summary here, “The God who transcends time guides the entire course of history because he not only stands as sovereign over its beginning and end, but is also in its midst, invisibly guiding it.”

� So say A.T. Robertson, Thomas, Mounce, and others.


� Page 613.
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