Rev 10:10



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to take: I took.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the entirety of John’s action as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun BIBLARIDION, which means “the little book.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun CHEIR plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun AGGELOS, meaning “from the hand of the angel.”  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KATESTHIW, which means “to eat: I ate.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the entirety of John’s action as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person neuter singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “it” and referring to the little book.

“And then I took the little book from the angel’s hand and ate it,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “it was.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past action or event without reference to its completion.


The active voice indicates that the little book produced the action of being something in the past.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular article and noun STOMA with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in my mouth.”  This is followed by the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like” plus the predicate nominative neuter singular from the noun MELI, meaning “honey and the neuter singular adjective GLUKUS, meaning “sweet.”
“and it was like sweet honey in my mouth;”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet; but.”  Then we have the temporal conjunction HOTE, meaning “when.”  This is followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat: I ate.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the entirety of John’s action as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person neuter singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “it” and referring to the little book.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb PIKRAINW, which means “to become or be made bitter or sour.”

The aorist tense is constative aorist, which presents the action as a past fact.

The passive voice indicates that John’s stomach received the action of becoming sour, bitter, or what we currently call an ‘upset stomach’.


The indicative mood is a declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun KOILIA, meaning “the stomach” plus the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my.”
“but when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter.”
Rev 10:10 corrected translation
“And then I took the little book from the angel’s hand and ate it, and it was like sweet honey in my mouth; but when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then I took the little book from the angel’s hand and ate it,”

a.  Having asked permission to take the book and being granted that permission by the angel, John now does what he has been commanded by God the Holy Spirit and takes the little book from the angel’s hand and eats it.

b.  Eating the book is a picture of positive volition and the metabolization of Bible doctrine or the word of God.  John was willing to learn the contents of the little book and then teach it in the remainder of the book of Revelation.

c.  The little book contains the contents of the remainder of what John is commissioned to teach concerning the time of Satan’s desperation; that is, the last half of the Tribulation, which is also called the Great Tribulation.  It also contains the events of the second advent of Christ, His millennial reign on earth, and the creation of a new heavens and new earth.

2.  “and it was like sweet honey in my mouth; but when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter.”

a.  For the explanation of the metaphors of the sweet honey in the mouth and the bitterness in the stomach see the previous verse.

b.  God’s final judgment of the unbelievers of the earth in the seven bowl or vial judgments will be sweetness to the believer on earth and in heaven, because God is finally executing His justice against the most evil human beings ever to live on the face of the earth and against Satan and his horde of demons.

c.  But God’s final judgment is also bitter to believers because many friends and family will not share their belief in Christ and will suffer horribly during these final judgments.


d.  It is sweet to know you are saved and will be delivered by the Lord, but is bitter to know that many of the people you love will not.


e.  Therefore, the final period of human history will be a bitter-sweet experience for believers in Christ.  For unbelievers it will be nothing but a bitter and painful experience.

The Eschatology of Satan’s Desperation
A.  The devil’s desperation begins at the moment when he is expelled from heaven in the middle of the Tribulation.  Once Satan is confined to earth he is desperate to avoid certain judgment.  In his desperation, Satan attacks Israel in the greatest of all holocausts, the greatest anti-Semitism, which is the seventh trumpet and the beginning of the third woe.  The third woe is the entire course of the devil’s desperation.  It has six parts.



a.  The beginning of Satan’s desperation:  the great holocaust of Israel, the seventh trumpet of Rev 12:12‑17.



b.  The devil’s two witnesses: the Gentile dictator of the Revived Roman Empire and the Jewish dictator of the state of Israel in the Tribulation, Rev 13.



c.  Evangelism continues on the earth in spite of the fact that all demons are on the earth, at the same time as the worst historical disaster in the world.



d.  While Satan is still the ruler of the world, and now confined to the world, his kingdom has become his temporary jail.  Divine judgment is administered through the last seven plagues (goblet judgments), Rev 15-16.



e.  Satan’s last attack on the human race, his ace trump, is ecumenical religion, the greatest system ever, Rev 17‑18.



f.  The second advent of Christ is when Satan and his whole system, both angelic and human, is defeated and destroyed.  Satan is then imprisoned for 1000 years.

B.  Satan’s tyranny and frustration will be seen in the policies of his dictators in Rev 13.

C.  The consequences of Satan’s desperation are seen in the Armageddon campaign of Rev 16:12‑16.  The greatest attack of religion will hit the entire human race, but will especially hit Israel, Rev 13, 17‑18.  Satan’s human armies of the campaign are destroyed; his two dictators are cast into the Lake of Fire.

D.  In Rev 20:1‑3, Satan himself is dethroned and incarcerated in the abyss for 1000 years, serving his sentence.  Once let out of jail, he starts the Gog revolution.  From then on, it’s downhill into the Lake of Fire forever.

E.  Therefore, the eschatology of Satan’s desperation begins with the expulsion of Satan and all fallen angels from heaven in the middle of the Tribulation, and concludes with the second advent of Christ three and one half years later.  Essentially then, it is the last three and one half years of the Tribulation, and last half of the book of Revelation, chapters 12‑19.
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