Rev 1:9
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 is the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” plus the nominative of simple apposition from the masculine singular pronoun noun IWANNES, meaning “John.”  This is followed by the nominative of simple apposition from the masculine singular article and noun ADELPHOS with the possessive genitive second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your brother,” that is, “your fellow-believer.”  Then we have the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular noun SUGKOINWNOS, meaning “participant, partner, sharer with the genitive of the thing in which one shares Rom 11:17; 1 Cor 9:23; Phil 1:7; Rev 1:9.”
 (Note the Granville-Sharp rule applies here—see Wallace, p. 274—where the nouns ‘fellow-believer and partner’ are two aspects of the same thing.  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun THLIPSIS, which means “in oppression, affliction, tribulation, trouble—of distress that is brought about by outward circumstances  Acts 7:11; 11:19; Rom 5:3; 12:12; 2 Cor 1:4, 8; 4:17; 6:4; 7:4; 8:2; 1 Thes 1:6; 3:3, 7; Rev 1:9; 2:9-10, 22; 7:14; Mt 13:21; 24:21;  2 Thes 1:4, 6l Heb 10:33; Phil 4:11; Mk 13:19, 24; Jn 16:33,”
 and many other passages.  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI and the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun BASILEIA, which means “and kingdom.”  The Granville-Sharp rule does not apply in this case—note article noun conjunction noun, because the two nouns are impersonal rather than personal.  The Granville-Sharp rule only applies to two personal nouns connected by KAI.  ‘Fellow-believer’ and ‘fellow-participant’ are both personal (talking about a person), while ‘tribulation’ and ‘kingdom’ are both impersonal.  “This text involves two TSKS [article substantive KAI substantive] constructions, one personal and one impersonal. It is obvious that the personal construction fits the rule (John is both brother of and fellow-participant with his readers), while the impersonal construction just as obviously does not (the tribulation is not identical with the kingdom).”
  This is followed by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun HUPOMONĒ, which means “the capacity to hold out or bear up in the face of difficulty, patience, endurance, fortitude, steadfastness, perseverance especially shown in the enduring of toil and suffering Lk 21:19; Rom 2:7; 5:3f; 8:25; 15:4f; 2 Cor 1:6; 6:4; 12:12; 1 Thes 1:3; 2 Thes 1:4; 1 Tim 6:11; 2 Tim 3:10; Tit 2:2; Heb 10:36; 12:1; Jam 1:3f; 5:11; 2 Pet 1:6; Rev 2:2f, 19; 3:10; 13:10; 14:12; Col 1:11; 2 Thes 3:5; Lk 8:15; (2) the act or state of patient waiting for someone or something: expectation Rev 1:9.”
  The word HUPOMONE has the same meaning throughout its use in the NT and doesn’t suddenly change its meaning, when it arrives at Rev 1:9; it means “perseverance, patience, etc. in our verse just as it does in the rest of Scripture.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular pronoun noun IĒSOUS, meaning “in Jesus.”
“I, John, your fellow-believer and fellow-participant in oppression and the kingdom and the perseverance in Jesus,”
 is the first person singular aorist deponent indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to be in or at a place, be in, be there with the preposition EN and the dative of place following to designate one’s present or future place of residence Mt 26:6; Mk 9:33; Acts 7:38; 13:5; 2 Tim 1:17; Rev 1:9.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The deponent middle is active in meaning, John producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun NĒSOS, which means “on the island.”  With this we have the locative feminine singular articular present passive participle from the verb KALEW, which means “to be called.”  The article substantivizes the participle, making it function as an adjective modifying the locative feminine singular noun PATMOS, transliterated “Patmos.”  It can be translated simple “the island called Patmos.”
“was on the island called Patmos”
 is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “because of the word, message, teaching of God.”  Here we have a title for the written and verbal message of the teaching of John, collectively called “the Word of God.”  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” (It is also equally possible that this is the epexegetical use of the conjunction, meaning “that is,” so that the phrase ‘the Word of God’ is being further defined as ‘the testimony about Jesus’.
) plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular article and noun MARTURIA plus the objective genitive masculine singular from the proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “the testimony about Jesus.”  MATTURIA = testimony is one of John’s favorite words: Jn 1:7, 19; 3:11, 32f; 5:31-32, 34, 36; 8:13-14, 17; 19:35; 21:24;  Rev 1:2, 9; 6:9; 11:7; 12:11, 17; 19:10; 20:4; 1 Jn 5:9-11; 3 Jn 12.  Some scholars call the genitive of IĒSOUS a subjective genitive (“because of Jesus’ testimony”), but this makes no sense.  John would then be saying that he is on the island of Patmos because Jesus made a testimony.  That defies logic.  John was on the island because he, John, made a testimony and that testimony was about the person and work of the humanity of Christ.  See the parallel statement in Rev 20:4, “And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, …”, which is clearly not subjective genitive.

“because of the Word of God and the testimony about Jesus.”
Rev 1:9 corrected translation
“I, John, your fellow-believer and fellow-participant in oppression and the kingdom and the perseverance in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the Word of God and the testimony about Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  “I, John, your fellow-believer and fellow-participant in oppression and the kingdom and the perseverance in Jesus,”

a.  John continues now with the body of his letter.  First, he again identifies himself as the one writing the letter and as the person to whom this revelation of Jesus Christ was revealed.

b.  John identifies himself with his readers in two ways:


(1)  He is also a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, showing the co-equality of believers in the royal family of God.



(2)  He is also a fellow-participant in the same things as the believers to whom he writes.


c.  There are three things in which John and his readers are fellow-participants:



(1)  Oppression, affliction, tribulation, or trouble.  This persecution came from fellow-citizens in the cities where these believers lived and from the government of Rome and the local Roman official, the Proconsul of Asia. “A proconsul was a Roman civil and military official serving one-year term of office.  Provinces where legions were stationed to deal with potential insurrections were under the direct control of the emperor and administered by either a legate, procurator, or prefect. Provinces that did not require a standing army to pacify resistance to Rome [such as Asia] were under the control of the senate and administered by proconsuls.  Two proconsuls are mentioned in the NT.  Sergius Paulus administered Cyprus and apparently was converted to Christianity by Paul (Acts 13:7–10).  Gallio administered Achaia and refused to adjudicate what he considered an intra-religious dispute between Paul and his Jewish opponents (Acts 18:12–17).”
  We have written historical examples of persecution in Asia under the proconsul Pliny the Younger between 111-113 A.D.  “As a Roman province Bithynia was often united with Pontus, and this was the situation when Pliny the Younger was appointed Legate by Trajan A.D. 111–113.  It was to investigate the serious financial and administrative difficulties into which certain cities had fallen that Pliny had been given special powers by Trajan.  When Pliny reached Amisus in the east of the province of Bithynia he encountered Christians.  These were denounced to him as undesirables; the success of their mission was causing a serious decline in the trade of sacrificial animals.  Some of those who were brought before Pliny claimed to have lapsed from Christianity as much as twenty years before [92 A.D. during the persecution of Domitian].  Pliny’s correspondence with Trajan concerning the Christians is a landmark in the relations between the Church and the Roman empire.  Christianity was not a legally sanctioned religion and Christians, if denounced as such, were liable for punishment; but Trajan states, “they are not to be sought out” and they could only be charged in proper form by a private prosecutor.  Anonymous accusations were to be disregarded.  Christians, therefore, though members of an illegal organization, were not to be treated as common criminals liable to be “sought out”; and if they recanted they were to be freed. This remained the policy of successive emperors down to Constantine.”



(2)  The kingdom of Christ, that is, His millennial reign, Lk 12:32; 22:29; 1 Thes 2:12; 2 Thes 1:5; Jam 2:5.


(3)  The perseverance expected of all Christians, which was first demonstrated by our Lord during His spiritual life and public ministry.

d.  This statement gives us many principles of doctrine.



(1)  Believers are going to suffer persecution, affliction, trouble, difficulties, etc. from the unbelievers of Satan’s cosmic system, from the operational demons in Satan’s cosmic system, and from other apostate believers.  Jn 16:33b, “In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”


(2)  We are expected to endure these problems and troubles with perseverance and patience, just as our Lord did during His spiritual life.  1 Pet 4:12-14, “Beloved, do not be surprised because of the trial by fire among you for the purpose of testing which is happening for your benefit, as if an unusual thing was happening to you, but as you keep on sharing in the sufferings of Christ, rejoice, in order that you might also rejoice exulting at the revelation of His glory.  If you are criticized because of the person of Christ, [you are] happy, because the Spirit of glory, that is, the Spirit of God rests upon you.”


(3)  We are expected to endure these difficulties because we will have a share in the kingdom of our Lord and Savior.  Church Age believers will be fellow-participants in the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ on earth for a thousand years after the tribulation and prior to the end of human history.



(a)  2 Tim 2:12a, “If we endure (and I assume we will), we shall also rule with [Christ].”




(b)  Rev 1:6, “and has made us to be a kingdom.”




(c)  Rev 20:4, “Then I saw the thrones and they [Tribulational martyrs] sat on them; and judgment was given to them; furthermore I saw the souls of those who had been decapitated because of the witness for Jesus, really because of doctrine from God; and these who are such a category as who do not worship the beast, nor his image and do not receive the mark on the forehead or on their hand, they both came to life and ruled with Christ for a thousand years.”


(4)  When one member of the body of Christ suffers, we all suffer; we are fellow-participants in the suffering of others.  This principle is also taught in:




(a)  1 Cor 12:26a, “And so if one part [of the body] suffers, all the parts suffer together.”




(b)  2 Cor 1:7-8, “Moreover our confidence [is] firm [strong, steadfast] with reference to you, knowing that just as we are sharers of these sufferings, so also [we are sharers] of this comfort and encouragement.  For I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, about our affliction, which occurred in Asia, that to an extraordinary degree beyond strength we were burdened, so that we were in utter despair even of life.”



(c)  Phil 4:14, “In any case, you functioned honorably, when you shared [by giving] and became partners in my adversity.”



(5)  That we are expected to persevere in our confidence in doctrine is mentioned in:




(a)  Acts 14:22, “strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, ‘Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.’”




(b)  2 Thes 3:5, “In fact may the Lord direct your hearts into the virtue-love of God and into the patience [endurance, perseverance] of Christ.”




(c)  This perseverance is called “Christ’s perseverance” in Rev 3:10, “Because you have guarded the doctrine [which came] by means of My perseverance, ...”




(d)  Rom 5:3-4, “And not only [this], but also let us take pride in adversities, knowing that such suffering brings about perseverance.  And perseverance [in suffering brings about] approved integrity, and approved integrity [brings about] absolute confidence.”  Compare Rom 15:4-6, “For everything that has been written before [Old Testament] was written for the purpose of our instruction, in order that through perseverance and encouragement from the Scriptures we might have confidence.  Now may the God who produces perseverance and encouragement give to you the same thinking [Bible doctrine] among one another according to the standard of Christ Jesus, in order that with one motivation by one voice you may glorify the God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”




(e)  2 Cor 6:4-10, “but in all things demonstrating ourselves as God’s servants by means of great patience [endurance, perseverance], in afflictions, in pressures, in difficulties, in beatings, in imprisonments, in riots, in physical labors, in sleepless nights, in situations of hunger, with purity, with knowledge, with forbearance [toward others], with kindness, with the Holy Spirit, with unconditional love, with the message of truth, with the power of God; by means of the offensive and defensive weapons of righteousness, by means of our renown [the opinion of others of our good reputation] and shameful treatment [from others], by means of a bad reputation and a good reputation; alleged as ‘deceivers’ and yet [we are] the truthful ones, alleged as ‘ignorant ones’ and yet [we are] those receiving complete knowledge, alleged as ‘those in danger of death’ and yet behold we are alive, alleged as ‘those being disciplined’ and yet we are not being put to death, alleged as ‘the unhappy ones,’ but [we are] continually the happy ones, alleged as ‘poor beggars’, but we are making many rich, alleged as ‘having nothing’ and yet we possess all things.”




(f)  2 Thes 1:4-5, “so that we ourselves boast about [take pride in] you concerning your perseverance and confidence in doctrine in all your persecutions and afflictions, which [afflictions] you are enduring, evidence of the righteous judgment of God, with the result that you have been considered worthy of the kingdom of God (because of which kingdom certainly you are suffering.”




(g)  1 Tim 6:11, “But you, O, man of God, keep avoiding these things.  Instead keep pursuing righteousness, respect for God, doctrine, virtue-love, perseverance, humble kindness.”




(h)  2 Tim 3:10-12, “Now you have closely followed my teaching, my way of life, my purpose [plan, resolve], my faithfulness [reliability, commitment, loyalty], my patience [steadfastness, forbearance], my virtue-love, my endurance [perseverance], my persecutions, my sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra, such persecution I have endured, and yet out of all of them, the Lord delivered me.  In fact, all those also who keep on desiring to live a spiritual life in a manner that shows respect for God in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”  Compare 2 Tim 4:5, “But you continually be self-disciplined in all things; endure opposition from evil; do the work of an evangelist; completely carry out your ministry.”



(i)  Heb 10:36-37, “For you have need of perseverance, in order that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.  For in a very, very little while longer He who is coming will come, and will not delay.”



(j)  Jam 1:2-4, “Consider [it] the greatest happiness, my brethren, whenever you become involved in various kinds of trials, knowing that the testing of your doctrine produces patience [endurance, perseverance].  Moreover patience [endurance, perseverance] must keep on having complete [mature, fully developed] production, in order that you might be mature and undamaged, being deficient in nothing.”  Compare Jam 5:10-11, “Brethren, take as an example of perseverance in suffering and patience the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord.  Behold, we consider happy the ones having endured.  You have heard about the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome from the Lord that the Lord keeps on being compassionate and merciful.”



(k)  2 Pet 1:5-11, “Now for this very reason also, in order to make every effort, supply virtue with your confidence in doctrine, and with your virtue [supply] knowledge; and with your knowledge [supply] self-discipline, and with your self-discipline [supply] perseverance, and with your perseverance [supply] the spiritual life, and with your spiritual life [supply] brotherly love, and with your brotherly-love [supply] unconditional love.  For since these things belong to you and are increasing, they make you neither useless nor unfruitful as a result of your full knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  For to the one who does not have these things, he is so near-sighted that he is blind, having forgotten the purification from his former sins.  Therefore, brethren, be even more eager to make your position and election a reality; for by doing these things you will absolutely never be ruined.  For in this manner [execution of verses 5-7], your entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ [ultimate sanctification] will be richly supplied to you.”




(l)  1 Cor 4:12, “In addition we keep toiling, working with our own hands, when we are verbally abused, we ask for God’s blessing [on those who abuse us], when we are being persecuted, we endure it.”



(6)  The title “Jesus” emphasizes the humanity of Christ, and therefore, the perseverance He had during the execution of His spiritual life.  This same perseverance is expected of us during the execution of our spiritual life.
2.  “was on the island called Patmos”

a.  John now identifies were he was at—the island of Patmos.

b.  “Patmos is a small Greek island about 28 miles SSW of Samos in the Aegean Sea.
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The island is 10 miles long from north to south and about 6 miles broad along the northern coast. It is volcanic, rocky, and mostly treeless.  It was one of the many places to which Rome banished exiles. According to a tradition preserved by Irenaeus, Eusebius, Jerome, and others, John was exiled there in the 14th year of the reign of Domitian (A.D. 95) and returned to Ephesus on the accession of Nerva (A.D. 96).”
 

3.  “because of the Word of God and the testimony about Jesus.”

a.  Finally, John gives the reason why he was exiled to this barren island prison—he had been teaching the Word of God, the message of Bible doctrine, the teachings of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.

b.  He had also been giving the testimony about the humanity of Christ that He was the Son of God, that He was true humanity, that He lived a normal human life, was crucified as a criminal of Rome for treason, rose from the dead three days later and ascended into heaven where He is seated at the right side of God the Father.

c.  The title ‘the Word of God’ is refers to both the written and verbal message of the apostles and writers of the New Testament Scriptures.


d.  The ‘testimony about Jesus’ refers to the gospel message, which turned so many Roman and Greek citizens away from the official religion of the Empire—paganism.
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