Rev 1:6



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, to make, to perform, cause, bring about” and other meanings, depending upon the context.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action as a whole, but emphasizes the completed aspect of the action—the fact that it has been accomplished.


The active voice indicates that our Lord has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the double accusative of object and complement. (The verb POIEW takes an object-complement rather than the double accusative of person-thing, see Wallace, p. 183-186.)  First we have the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us” and referring to every member of the royal family and royal priesthood.  Then we have the accusative complement feminine singular of the noun BASILEIA, which means “(1) the act of ruling: kingship, royal power, royal rule; ‘to receive royal power (for oneself)’ Lk 19:12, 15; receive a kingdom Rev 17:12, 17, 18; he gave us royal jurisdiction Rev 1:6; 5:10; royal rule Lk 1:33; 22:29; restoring the kingdom Acts 1:6; the scepter of Your kingdom Heb 1:8 (Ps 44:7); He will deliver over the kingdom to God 1 Cor 15:24; conquered kingdoms Heb 11:33; (2) territory ruled by a king, kingdom.”
  “Although such elements are usually lacking, one should normally translate the construction with ‘as’, ‘to be’, or ‘namely’ between the two accusatives.”
  Hence, this could be translated “He has made us (to be) a kingdom, a royal power, or a royal rule.”  But a better translation is: He “has made us royalty,” because the basic meaning of the word is “the ‘being,’ ‘nature’ and ‘state’ of the king,”
 
“and has made us royalty,”

 is the accusative in simple apposition from the masculine plural noun HIEREUS, which means “priests.”  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”  This could also be considered a dative of possession, meaning “priests belonging to God” or a dative of advantage “priests for the benefit of God.”  Both these ideas are probably embedded in the mind of John as he writes this.  This is followed by the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even” plus the dative indirect object from the masculine singular noun PATER with the third person masculine singular possessive genitive from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His Father” and referring to God the Father as the Father of God the Son, Jesus Christ.
“priests to God even His Father,”

 is the dative of possession from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “to Him” and referring to Jesus Christ.  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA, which means “glory” plus the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative neuter singular article and noun KRATOS, meaning “power, rule, or sovereignty Heb 2:14; 1 Tim 6:16; 1 Pet 4:11; 5:11; Jude 25; Rev 1:6; 5:13.”
  There is no verb here.  The literal statement is “Glory and power belong to Him,” bringing out the full force of the dative of possession of AUTOS.  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, meaning literally “for the ages,” which is the rendering of a Hebrew idiom (Isa 45:17,  = ‘for the futurities of perpetuity’) meaning “forever.”


“The words  = of the ages are absent from p18 and uncials A and P about thirty minuscules and the Coptic version, but are present in the uncials Aleph, C many good minuscules, the Old Italian version, the vulgate, the Syriac, the Armenian version and the 6th century commentator Arethas.  It is difficult to decide whether the shorter text arose accidentally through scribal oversight, or whether the words were added by copyists in accord with the customary liturgical formula.  Since the fuller form occurs eleven other times in Revelation (1:18; 4:9, 10; 5:13; 7:12; 10:6; 11:15; 15:7; 19:3; 20:10; 22:5), the Committee was reluctant to drop τῶν αἰώνων from the text here.”
 Note that including or not including these words has absolutely no effect on the meaning of the message.  Because John consistently uses this formula elsewhere in Revelation, these words are probably a part of the original.  The literal translation is “for the ages of the ages,” which is an idiom, meaning “forever and ever.”
“to Him belongs glory and power forever and ever.”

 is the Greek transliteration of the Hebrew verb which means, “I believe it.”  “The various derivatives reflect the same concept of certainty and dependability.  The derivative AMĒN “verily” is carried over into the New Testament in the word amen.  Jesus used the word frequently (Mt 5:18, 26, etc.) to stress the certainty of a matter.  The Hebrew and Greek forms come at the end of prayers and hymns of praise (Ps 41:13; 106:48; 2 Tim 4:18; Rev 22:20).  This indicates that the term so used ought to express certainty and assurance in the Lord.”

“I believe it.”

Rev 1:6 corrected translation
“and has made us royalty, priests to God even His Father, to Him belongs glory and power forever and ever.  I believe it.”

Explanation:
1.  “and has made us royalty,”

a.  The entire doxology now says: “To the One who unconditionally loves us and has released us from our sins by means of His blood, and has made us to be a kingdom, priests to God even His Father, to Him belongs glory and power forever and ever.  I believe it.”


b.  To Jesus Christ who has made us to be a kingdom, that is, a kingdom of priests belongs the glory.


c.  We are to glorify Jesus Christ because He has made us a kingdom of priests to God the Father.


d.  The fact that we have been made a kingdom of priests is the background behind the fact that our Lord is our High Priest in the book of Hebrews.  This fact is also declared by Peter in:



(1)  1 Pet 2:5, “In fact you yourselves as living stones are being built into a holy priesthood, a spiritual building, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”



(2)  1 Pet 2:9, “You [are] the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”


e.  The fact that we are a part of God’s kingdom is mentioned in:



(1)  Eph 2:19, “As a result, therefore, you [Gentiles] are no longer foreigners and aliens, but you are fellow-citizens with the saints and members of God’s household [royal family],”



(2)  Rom 9:25, “Just as it also says in Hosea, ‘I will call the “Not My people” [Gentiles], “My people” [royal family of God].’  And the one who has not been loved [Jewish unbelievers in the times of the Gentiles] as being loved [Jewish believers as members of the royal family].”


f.  Jesus Christ has made us kings with royal power and royal rule.  This is why one of His titles is “King of kings.”  We are the kings that will rule with Him, as 2 Tim 2:12 says, “If we endure (and I assume we will), we shall also rule with [Christ].”


g.  The royal family of all Church Age believers is a kingdom of priests to God that will rule with Christ during His millennial reign on earth.  This is promised in:



(1)  Rev 2:26-27, “Furthermore the winner, even he who keeps my assignments until the end, to him I give authority over the nations.  And so He will rule them with an iron scepter, as clay vessels are shattered in pieces, so I also have received My authority from the Father.”



(2)  Rev 3:21, “The winner, I will give to him [the reward and privilege] of sitting with Me on My throne, and I also have won and have sat down with my Father on His throne.”


h.  A portion of our Lord’s kingdom also belongs to Jewish believers, Dan 7:21, “I kept looking, and that horn [nation = the Revived Roman Empire] was waging war with the saints [tribulation believers] and overpowering them [last half of the tribulation] until the Ancient of Days came [Second Advent of Christ] and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the Highest One [believers of the tribulation], and the time arrived when the saints took possession of the kingdom [millennial reign of Christ].”


i.  Ps 22:28, “For the kingdom is the Lord’s and He rules over the nations.”


j.  Ps 145:13, “Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and Your dominion endures throughout all generations.”


k.  Dan 4:3, “How great are His signs and how mighty are His wonders! His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom and His dominion is from generation to generation.”

2.  “priests to God even His Father,”

a.  The royal family of God are also the royal priests to God the Father.


b.  Being in union with Christ we share in His royal priesthood.  “Christ’s death and resurrection established a twofold office, not only for himself but also for believers.  Their identification with his resurrection and kingship means that they too are considered to be resurrected and exercising rule with him.  …they have also been constituted kings together with him and share his priestly office by virtue of their identification with his death and resurrection.”


c.  As Christ is the one and only High Priest to God the Father, we are a kingdom of royal priests as a part of our Lord’s royal priesthood.


d.  We represent our Lord Jesus Christ before all mankind, just as our Lord represents all who believe in Him before God the Father.


e.  This same concept will be repeated by John in:



(1)  Rev 5:10, “In fact, you have appointed them a royal power and priests to our God; and they [mature believers] will rule upon the earth.”



(2)  Rev 20:6, “Happy and holy [sanctified] is he who has part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no jurisdiction, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ; in fact they shall rule with Him for a thousand years.”

3.  “to Him belongs glory and power forever and ever.”

a.  The glory and power belongs to Jesus Christ forever because He unconditionally loves us, He has released us from our sins, and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to God even His Father.


b.  God the Father has glorified the Son and will continue to glorify Him at His Second Advent, during His millennial reign, and forever.


c.  Related Scriptures.



(1)  Rom 8:18, “For I conclude that the sufferings of the present time are not comparable to the glory which is destined to be revealed for us.”



(2)  Rom 11:36, “Because all things [are] from the source of Him and through the agency of Him and for Him, the glory belongs to Him forever.  I believe it.”



(3)  Rom 16:27, “to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to Whom [is] the glory forever.  Amen.”



(4)  2 Cor 3:18, “But we all, seeing as in a mirror the glory of the Lord with an unveiled face, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory as it were by the Spirit of the Lord.”



(5)  2 Cor 4:4, “in whom, the god of this age has blinded their unbelieving minds, that they might not see distinctly and discern the truth [illumination] of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”



(6)  Gal 1:5, “to Whom [Jesus Christ] belongs glory throughout eternity.  I believe it.”



(7)  Eph 3:21, “to Him [be] the glory by means of the Church and by means of Christ Jesus for all the generations of this age which is a part of the ages; I believe it.”



(8)  Phil 4:20, “Now to God, even our Father, [belongs] the glory throughout eternity. I believe it.”



(9)  Col 3:4, “When Christ, your life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.”



(10)  1 Thes 2:12, “in order that you continue to walk worthy of God [the Lord Jesus Christ], who called you into His own kingdom and glory.”



(11)  1 Tim 1:17, “Now to the Sovereign over the ages, incorruptible, invisible, unique God [be] honor and glory forever and ever, Amen.”



(12)  2 Tim 4:18, “The Lord will deliver me from every evil deed, and will continue to preserve me for His heavenly kingdom; to Whom [is] the glory forever and ever. Amen.”



(13)  Heb 2:7, ‘You have made him lower than the angels for only a short time; You have rewarded Him with glory and honor;’”



(14)  Heb 13:20-21, “Now may the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep, our Lord Jesus, because of the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in every good thing to do His will, by working in us through Jesus Christ what is pleasing in His judgment, to whom belongs the glory forever.  Amen.”



(15)  1 Pet 4:11, “If anyone communicates, [do it] as though speaking the teachings of God; if anyone serves, [do it] as though from the strength which God [the Holy Spirit] provides, in order that God [the Father] may be glorified in the sphere of all things through Jesus Christ, to whom is the glory and the power forever, I believe it.”



(16)  1 Pet 5:10-11, “Then the God of all grace, who called all of you for the purpose of His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, after you have a little suffering, Himself will complete, establish, strengthen, lay your foundation.  To Him, the power forever.  I believe it.”



(17)  2 Pet 3:18, “but continue to grow in the sphere of grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Glory belong to Him both now and throughout the day of eternity.  I have been caused to believe it.”



(18)  Jude 25, “to the only God, our savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord belongs glory, greatness, power and authority, before all the ages and now and throughout all the ages.  I believe it.”



(19)  Rev 5:13, “Then I heard every creature who is in heaven [royal family] and on the earth [living believers at the rapture] and under the earth [dead believers at the rapture] also on the sea [living believers at the rapture], and everyone who is in them [every believer who died at sea during Church Age] singing to Him Who sits on the throne [God the Father], and to the Lamb [Jesus Christ], ‘Blessing and honor and glory and sovereign power belong to them [Trinity] forever and ever.’”


d.  Jesus Christ is going to be glorified forever.  God the Father is going to be glorified forever.  And we are going to be glorified with Christ forever.


e.  Jesus Christ is going to rule forever.  God the Father is going to rule forever.  We will the royal family and royal priesthood of Jesus Christ forever.

4.  “I believe it.”

a.  There was no doubt about these things in the mind of the apostle John, just as there was never any doubt about these things in the mind of Paul, Peter, Jude, or the author of Hebrews (probably Luke).


b.  This word, taken from the Hebrew, became a standardized statement at the end of a doxology (a brief expression of praise, honor, and glory given primarily to God or to other members of the Trinity) that affirmed that the person stating the praise of God both acknowledged and believed what he was saying.


c.  It is not a trite, worn-out, commonplace, mundane hypocritical statement parroted by believers in a worship service.  It is a formal declaration of absolute and total belief in what has been said.


d.  It is testimony before the Supreme Court of Heaven to the ultimate victory of God in the angelic conflict.

5.  This passage has played a significant role in the foundation of the religious principles of America.  “Under the spiritual tyrannies of the Church of England, during the reigns of Henry VIII, Edward VI, “bloody” Mary, and Queen Elizabeth I, the dissenting bodies, chiefly the Congregationalists, returned to the simplicity and spiritual freedom of the primitive Church. The issue was forced by two arbitrary acts of Parliament under Elizabeth: the Act of Supremacy and the Act of Uniformity.  Emancipation from the intellectual and religious tyranny of these acts was won at the cost of many martyrdoms.  These struggles and persecutions wrought into the successors of Robert Browne, the father of modern Congregationalism, a deep-seated and permanent resentment against all forms of autocratic power in church and state.  They challenged, at the cost of life, the divine right both of kings and of bishops.  They believed that in Christ Jesus all believers are literally and inalienably made “kings and priests unto God” (Rev 1:6, KJV) actual spiritual sovereigns, independent of all human dictation and control in matters of belief and worship.  The Pilgrims expatriated themselves to secure this spiritual liberty; and to their inherent antagonism to inherited and self-perpetuated power, whether civil or ecclesiastical, must be credited the religious freedom and civil democracy of America.”
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