Rev 1:18



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative of appellation from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb ZAW, which means “The Living One” or “The One Who Is Alive.”

The nominative of appellation is the use of the nominative when the word represents a title given to a person because of the special character of the individual described (see Wallace, p. 61).

The article substantivizes the participle, making it a noun.


The present tense is descriptive and durative for something that began in the past and is continuing now with no end in sight.


The active voice indicates that the humanity of Jesus Christ produces the action of being alive.


The participle is ascriptive or substantival.

“and “The Living One”;”
 is the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” followed by the first person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become: I became.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action of the death of our Lord in its entirety as a past fact.


The deponent middle is active in meaning, our Lord producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative masculine singular from the adjective NEKROS, meaning “dead” and referring to the physical death of the humanity of Christ on the Cross.
“that is, I became dead,”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “but, however, and yet, or nevertheless.”  This is followed by the demonstrative particle IDOU that draws attention to what follows, and is translated “behold, look, or see.”  Then we have the nominative masculine first person singular present active participle from the verb ZAW, meaning “to be alive” plus  the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “I am.”  Together these two words form a present periphrastic (the round about way of saying what could be expressed by a single verb).


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the humanity of Christ is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact and reality.  It is translated “I am living.”

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, meaning literally “for the ages,” which is an idiom, meaning “forever.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, meaning “of the ages.”  This phrase: “for the ages of the ages” is a Greek idiom meaning “forever and ever; or for evermore.”
“and yet behold, I am living forever and ever;”
 is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also, furthermore, or moreover.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “I have.”

The present tense is durative present, which describes something that began in the past, is happening right now, and will continue in the future.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of having something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun KLEIS, which means “the keys.”  “The phrase  means to hold the keys Rev 1:18; 3:7; 20:1.”
  With this we have the objective genitive the masculine singular articles THANATOS and HAIDES, connected by the conjunction KAI (Granville-Sharp rule indicating to separate things), meaning “to death and Hades.”  There is also a theological sense in which this could be a ablative of separation, meaning that Christ holds the keys to being separated from spiritual and physical death and life after death in Hades, the key being faith in Him.  If there were the possessive genitive, then Death and Hades would be personified as demons rather than indicate the place of the dead.  Since death and Hades always indicate the place of the dead, this cannot be a possessive genitive.
“furthermore I hold the keys to death and Hades.”

Rev 1:18 corrected translation
“and “The Living One,” that is, I became dead, and yet behold, I am living forever and ever; furthermore I hold the keys to death and Hades.”
Explanation:
1.  “and “The Living One,””

a.  Our Lord continues His statement with the declaration of another title that belongs to Him.  This title emphasizes the eternity of Jesus Christ as eternal God.  This title is a common title in Scripture for God.  John is not to be afraid because Jesus Christ is “The Living One.”

b.  This title for God is found in:


(1)  Josh 3:10, “Joshua said, ‘By this you shall know that the living God is among you…”



(2)  Ps 42:2, “My soul thirsts for God, for the living God; When shall I come and appear before God?”



(3)  Ps 84:2, “My soul longed and even yearned for the courts of the Lord; My heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.”


(4)  Hos 1:10, “Yet the number of the sons of Israel will be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered; and in the place where it is said to them, ‘You are not My people,’ It will be said to them, ‘You are  the sons of the living God.’”



(5)  Mt 16:16, “Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’”



(6)  Mt 26:63, “But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest said to Him, ‘I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God.’”


(7)  Acts 14:15, “and saying, ‘Men, why are you doing these things? We are also men of the same nature as you, and preach the gospel to you that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them.’”



(8)  Rom 9:26, “‘And it shall happen in the place where it was said to them, “You are not My people,” in that same place they shall be called, “Sons of the Living God”.’”



(9)  2 Cor 3:3, “having become well known that you are a letter of Christ, having been carried and delivered by us, having been written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on stone tablets but on human heart tablets.”



(10)  2 Cor 6:16, “And what sort of mutual agreement does the temple of God have with idols?  Therefore, we are the temple of the living God, just as God said, ‘I will live in them, and walk [among them] and I will be their God and they will be My people.’”



(11)  1 Thes 1:9, “For they themselves report about us what sort of reception we had with you and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God”



(12)  1 Tim 3:15, “But if I delay, [I am writing,] in order that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of God, which [house] keeps on being the assembly of the living God, the support and foundation of the truth.”



(13)  1 Tim 4:10, “Therefore because of this [benefit from spiritual exercise] we work hard and we fight for a prize, because we have confidence in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.”



(14)  Heb 3:12, “See to it, brethren, that there not be in any one of you a degenerate, unbelieving heart with the result of withdrawing from the living God.”


(15)  Heb 9:14, “how much more will the blood of Christ, Who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse our conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”


(16)  Heb 10:31, “To fall into the hands of the living God [is] a terrible thing.”


(17)  1 Pet 1:23, “because you have been caused to be born again not from a perishable procreation but the imperishable [procreation] through the word of the living and permanent God.”

2.  “that is, I became dead,”

a.  The Lord continues His statement by emphasizing the fact that He literally and physically died on the Cross.   This obviously refers to our Lord’s humanity, since His deity is not subject to death.

b.  His physical death lasted the three days from the time of His death on the Cross until His resurrection on the third day.

c.  The physical death of the humanity of Christ is stated in:



(1)  Mt 27:50, “And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit.”



(2)  Mk 15:37, “And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed His last.”



(3)  Lk 23:46, “And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.’  Having said this, He breathed His last.”


(4)  Jn 19:30, “Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished!’ And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.”
3.  “and yet behold, I am living forever and ever;”

a.  The Lord continues by emphasizing the eternal life of His humanity by contrasting the physical death of His humanity with the fact that He is now alive and is living forever.

b.  This phrase is also found in:


(1)  Rev 4:9, “And when the angelic heralds shall give glory and honor, and thanksgiving to Him Who sits on the throne, to Him Who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders will fall down before Him Who sits on the throne, and will worship Him Who lives forever and ever, and will lay down their crowns [rewards] before the throne and say.”


(2)  Rev 10:6, “and he made a solemn proclamation by Him Who lives forever and ever, Who created both the heaven and all the things in it, also the sea and the things in it, that there shall be no longer more delay.”


(3)  Rev 11:15, “When the seventh angel had sounded his trumpet; also there were loud voices in heaven saying, ‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord [God Father], and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.’”



(4)  Rev 15:7, “Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls, which have been filled with the wrath of God, Who lives forever and ever.”

4.  “furthermore I hold the keys to death and Hades.”

a.  Our Lord adds a further statement that He has the power and authority over physical death and where the spiritually dead will spend eternity.

b.  The word “key” has the idea of power or authority over something as in:


(1)  Mt 16:19, “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.”



(2)  Rev 3:7, “And the messenger of the church in Philadelphia write: The Holy One [Jesus Christ], the Truthful One Who keeps on having the key of David [authority to rule Israel], He Who opens and no one will shut and He Who shuts and no one will open communicates these things.”


(3)  Rev 9:1, “Then the fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star [Satan] from heaven which had fallen to the earth; and the key to the shaft of the abyss was given to him [Satan].”



(4)  Rev 20:1, “Then I saw an angel descending from heaven, and he had the key to the Abyss and a great chain in his hand [he was holding a pair of giant handcuffs].”


c.  The power and authority over death that Satan once had now belongs to Christ, Heb 2:14, “Therefore, since the children share in blood and flesh, He Himself likewise also shared in the same things, in order that through [spiritual] death He might make powerless the one who has the power that produces death, that is, the devil, and might free those, as many as because of fear of death throughout all their life were subject to slavery.”

d.  In Ps 9:13 (“Be gracious to me, O Lord; see my affliction from those who hate me, You who lift me up from the gates of death”) death is said to have gates.  These gates have keys, and our Lord holds the keys to these gates.  Compare Ps 107:18, “Their soul abhorred all kinds of food, and they drew near to the gates of death.”

e.  In Isa 38:10 (“I said, ‘In the middle of my life I am to enter the gates of Sheol; I am to be deprived of the rest of my years.’”) Sheol [Hades in the Greek] is said to have gates.  These gates have keys, and our Lord holds the keys to these gates.  Compare Mt 16:18, “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.”  Hades is a prison according to 1 Pet 3:19, “by means of Whom [God the Holy Spirit], after having traveled, He made a proclamation to the spirits in prison.”  Jesus Christ has the keys to this prison.

f.  This verbal description of Jesus holding the keys to death and Hades indicates that the humanity of Christ has total authority over those who die and where they spend eternity.

g.  Through His death and resurrection the humanity of Christ has gained control over death and Hades.


h.  John (and all other believers) do not need to be afraid of physical death or Hades, because we are related to Jesus Christ, who is ‘The Living God’, that is, eternal deity, and the unique human being that died physically and rose from the dead to live forever.  Furthermore, because of the eternal deity of Jesus Christ as God and the eternal life of the humanity of Christ, Jesus Christ has conquered physical death and has control over who will spend time in Hades and eternity in the lake of fire.
� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 546). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
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