Rev 1:15



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun POUS and the possessive genitive of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His feet.”  Then we have the predicate nominative masculine plural from the comparative adjective HOMOIOS, meaning “to be of the same nature as; like; similar in appearance; resemble.”  With this we have the dative of comparison from the masculine or neuter singular noun CHALKOLIBANON, which means “an exceptionally fine type of metal or alloy.  Since the word is found nowhere independent of Revelation, the exact nature of this metal or alloy remains unknown. One must be content in Rev 1:15 and 2:18 with some such rendering as fine brass/bronze (perhaps it is something like ‘electrum’.  It has been described by one Greek father as ‘a kind of electrum, more precious than gold.  Now, electrum is an alternate form of gold, composed of a crystalline substance and fine stone’.  Pliny calls electrum a natural alloy of gold and silver.  Josephus calls it ‘the metal which is claimed to be superior to gold’.”
  “The Hebrew word is HASHMAL, rendered by the LXX as ‘elektron’, and by the Vulgate as ‘electrum’, a metal compounded of silver and gold.  Some translate the word by “polished brass,” others “fine brass,”
  There is no verb.  Therefore, the previous verb from the context must be supplied.  The verb EIMI = [were]. 
“and His feet [were] like bronze”
 is the conjunction HWS, used as a temporal conjunction, meaning “when.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular noun KAMINOS, which means “in an oven, furnace Rev 9:2 of potters’ kilns; of smelters’ furnaces Rev 1:15; of hell Mt 13:42, 50.”
  With this we have the genitive feminine singular perfect passive participle from the verb PUROW, which means “to cause to be very hot, make red hot, cause to glow, heat thoroughly of metals.  By such heating precious metals are tested and refined Rev 1:15; 3:18.”
  Here it means to be refined.

The perfect tense is consummative perfect, which emphasizes the completed act of our Lord’s feet being refined in a red hot furnace.


The passive voice indicates that the feet of our Lord received the action.


The participle is ascriptive, modifying the feminine singular noun KAMINOS.  It says literally “when in the thoroughly hot furnace.”
“when in the thoroughly hot furnace,”
 is the continuative or additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PHWNĒ with the possessive genitive third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His voice.”  There is no verb, so that the verb EIMI = [was] has to be supplied.  Then we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “like.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative feminine singular noun PHWNĒ, meaning “sound.”  Finally, we have the descriptive genitive neuter plural from the noun HUDWR and adjective POLUS, meaning “many waters.”
“and His voice [was] like the sound of many waters [military judgment],”
Rev 1:15 corrected translation
“and His feet [were] like bronze when in the thoroughly hot furnace, and His voice [was] like the sound of many waters,”
Explanation:
1.  “and His feet were like bronze when in the thoroughly hot furnace,”

a.  John continues his physical description of the glorified Lord Jesus Christ by focusing on our Lord’s feet, because they were so unusual in color and our Lord’s voice, because it was so unusual in sound.

b.  The appearance of our Lord here is the same as was described by Daniel, Dan 10:6, “His body also was like beryl, his face had the appearance of lightning, his eyes were like flaming torches, his arms and feet like the gleam of polished bronze, and the sound of his words like the sound of a tumult.”


c.  This same person is identified in Rev 2:18 as ‘The Son of God’, “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: ‘The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this:’”

d.  This same person was seen by Ezekiel in two of his visions.



(1)  Ezek 1:26-28, “Now above the expanse that was over their heads there was something resembling a throne, like lapis lazuli in appearance; and on that which resembled a throne, high up, was a figure with the appearance of a man.  Then I noticed from the appearance of His loins and upward something like glowing metal that looked like fire all around within it, and from the appearance of His loins and downward I saw something like fire; and there was a radiance around Him.  As the appearance of the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the surrounding radiance. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell on my face and heard a voice speaking.”



(2)  Ezek 40:1-4, “In the twenty-fifth year of our exile, at the beginning of the year, on the tenth of the month, in the fourteenth year after the city was taken [572 B.C.], on that same day the hand of the Lord was upon me and He brought me there [to the city of Jerusalem].  In the visions of God He brought me into the land of Israel and set me on a very high mountain, and on it to the south there was a structure like a city.  So He [God the Holy Spirit] brought me there; and behold, there was a man whose appearance was like the appearance of bronze, with a line of flax and a measuring rod in his hand; and he was standing in the gateway.  The man said to me, ‘Son of man, see with your eyes, hear with your ears, and give attention to all that I am going to show you; for you have been brought here in order to show it to you. Declare to the house of Israel all that you see.’  Compare, Ezek 43:1, “Then he led me to the gate, the gate facing toward the east; and behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the way of the east. And His voice was like the sound of many waters; and the earth shone with His glory.  And it was like the appearance of the vision which I saw, like the vision which I saw when He came to destroy the city.”

e.  Bronze represents economic judgment in Lev 26:19, “I will also break down your pride of power; I will also make your sky like iron and your earth like bronze.”


f.  The feet of our Lord being the color of bronze in a hot furnace is a picture of His humanity on the Cross under the judgment of God the Father as a substitute for sin.  Now our Lord appears with that same color of the judgment of God—the color of bronze in a hot furnace.
2.  “and His voice [was] like the sound of many waters,”

a.  Our Lord’s voice was like the sound you hear when you are walking through the woods and come upon a swiftly flowing river or a large waterfall.  You hear the water long before you see it.  And when you finally get to the water the sound of the water drowns out a normal speaking voice.  You have to shout to be heard.  The voice of our Lord was like that sound.  It was loud and overpowering.

b.  The sound of many waters analogy is also used for God in Ps 92:4, “More than the sounds of many waters, than the mighty breakers of the sea, the Lord on high is mighty.”

c.  The sound of many waters is used to illustrate the coming military judgment of our Lord at His Second Advent in Ezek 43:2, “and behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the way of the east. And His voice was like the sound of many waters; and the earth shone with His glory.”


d.  Ezekiel also uses this analogy to describe the voice of the Lord, Ezek 1:24, “I also heard the sound of their wings like the sound of abundant waters as they went, like the voice of the Almighty, a sound of tumult like the sound of an army camp; whenever they stood still, they dropped their wings.”

e.  This same phrase will be used two more times to represent the loudness of someone speaking.



(1)  Rev 14:2, “And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps.”



(2)  Rev 19:6, “ Then I heard something like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, ‘Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.’”


f.  The sound is the sound judgment from the justice of God, just as the appearance is the appearance of judgment from the justice of God.  Our Lord appears at the Second Advent in the color and sound of judgment.
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