Rev 1:14



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Moreover, Furthermore, or And.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun KEPHALĒ with the third person masculine singular possessive genitive from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, which is used as a personal pronoun and means “His head.”  This is followed by the epexegetical use of KAI, meaning “that is”
 plus the nominative subject from the feminine plural article, used as a personal pronoun (“His”) and noun THRIX, meaning “hair.”  Then we have the predicate nominative feminine plural adjective LEUKOS, meaning “white.”  The nominative subject and predicate nominative suggest the ellipsis or deliberate omission of the verb EIMI, meaning “[was].”
“Moreover, His head, that is, His hair [was] white”
 is the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as” or “like” followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun ERION and the adjective LEUKOS, meaning “white wool.”  This is followed by the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, again meaning “like” plus the predicate nominative feminine singular noun CHIWN, meaning “snow.”
“like white wool like snow”
 is the connective or continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun OPHTHALMOS with the third person masculine singular possessive genitive from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, which is used as a personal pronoun and means “His eyes.”  Then we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “like” followed by the predicate nominative feminine singular from the noun PHLOX, meaning “a flame.”  Finally, we have the descriptive genitive neuter singular from the noun PUR, meaning “of fire.”  Again there is no verb suggesting the ellipsis of the verb EIMI = [were].
“and His eyes [were] like a flame of fire;”
Rev 1:14 corrected translation
“Moreover, His head, that is, His hair [was] white like white wool like snow and His eyes [were] like a flame of fire;”
Explanation:
1.  “Moreover, His head, that is, His hair [was] white like white wool like snow”

a.  John continues with his description of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is the same image that Daniel saw:



(1)  Dan 7:9, “I kept looking until thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days [Jesus Christ] took His seat; His vesture was like white snow and the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with flames, its wheels were a burning fire.”



(2)  Dan 10:6, “His body also was like beryl [a mineral consisting of a silicate of beryllium and aluminum of great hardness and occurring in green, bluish green, yellow, pink, or white hexagonal prisms], his face had the appearance of lightning,…”

b.  The white hair represents the perfection, purity, and eternity of our Lord Jesus Christ.


(1)  “In both the OT and NT ‘white’ usually conveys ritualistic purity.  In the NT it occurs as a sign of purity and also as a symbol of salvation and/or purity (4:4; 6:11; 19:14).  In general, in the book of Revelation ‘white’ symbolizes a positive association with God Almighty, Christ, or the righteousness of believers who have conquered as Christ conquered.”



(2)  White is used for the uniform of glory, Rev 3:4-5, 18; and for the dress of tribulational believers in heaven, Rev 6:11; 7:9, 12-14; and for all believers in resurrection body, Rev 19:14.


(3)  White is the color of the pebble given to the winner believer with their new name on in, Rev 2:17.



(4)  White is therefore the sign of victory against Satan in the angelic conflict.


c.  The whiteness of wool and snow “symbolizes the ultimate in purity”



(1)  Isa 1:18, “‘Come now, and let us reason together,’ says the Lord, ‘Though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they will be like wool.’”



(2)  Lam 4:7, ‘Her (Israel’s) consecrated ones were purer than snow, they were whiter than milk…’.

d.  White is also used “in apocalyptic symbolism for conquest or victory, either temporary or eternal (Zech 6:3; Rev 7:13f).”
  It was the color of our Lord’s uniform of glory on the Mount of Transfiguration, Mk 9:2, “Six days later, Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John, and brought them up on a high mountain by themselves. And He was transfigured before them; and His garments became radiant and exceedingly white, as no launderer on earth can whiten them.”

e.  White is also seen in the clothing of angels, who represent the glory and purity of God, Mt 28:3, “And his appearance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow.”
2.  “and His eyes [were] like a flame of fire;”

a.  John sees the same image of our Lord that Daniel, Dan 10:6, “…his eyes were like flaming torches,…”  John uses this same description again in:


(1)  
Rev 2:18, where the person being described is identified as ‘The Son of God’, “And to the messenger [pastor-teacher] of the church in Thyatira, write: ‘The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like bronze, communicates these things,’”



(2)  Rev 19:12, “And His eyes were a flame of fire, also on His head were many crowns [Divine, Jewish, battlefield royalty]; and He has a royal title which has been written which no one understood except Himself.”


b.  The eyes of God represent His omniscience, seeing and knowing everything perfectly.


c.  Fire is used figuratively for several things in the Bible.



(1)  Fire is a common symbol of holiness and divine protection, Zech 2:5, “‘For I,’ declares the Lord, ‘will be a wall of fire around her, and I will be the glory in her midst.’”



(2)  Fire represents divine action, with God himself presented as ‘a consuming fire’ Heb 12:29; cf. Dt 4:24.


(3)  Fire is God’s servant (Ps 104:4; Heb 1:7), and his word is like fire (Jer 23:29).


(4)  As a metaphor of God’s holiness, fire may also purge or purify. The Babylonian exile is described as purification by fire (Ps 66:12; Isa 43:2), and certainly the Day of the Lord will purify Israel (Zech 13:9).



(5)  Fire is a central element of the description of theophany throughout biblical literature: God’s appearance with Abraham (Gen 15:17), the appearance in the burning bush (Ex 3:2), the leading of Israel with the pillar of fire by night (Ex 13:21-22), and the appearance in fire on Mount Sinai (Ex 19:18).


(6)  The fire of the Lord is used for judgment in Num 11:1, “Now the people became like those who complain of adversity in the hearing of the Lord; and when the Lord heard it, His anger was kindled, and the fire of the Lord burned among them and consumed some of the outskirts of the camp.”  Also in 1 Kg 18:38; 2 Kg 1:10; and the lake of fire; and the baptism of fire; and the fire that burns up the dead works of believers at the evaluation throne of Christ.


(7)  Fire represents the ascension of the Lord to heaven, Judg 13:20, “For it came about when the flame went up from the altar toward heaven, that the angel of the Lord ascended in the flame of the altar. When Manoah and his wife saw this, they fell on their faces to the ground.”



(8)  Fire is used for transportation to heaven in 2 Kg 2:11, “As they were going along and talking, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire and horses of fire which separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind to heaven.”


(9)  The presence of the Holy Spirit is likened unto fire (Mt 3:11). His descent was denoted by the appearance of tongues as of fire (Acts 2:3).

d.  The flame of fire represents the justice of God, that is, the righteous judgment of Jesus Christ on all those who have rejected the will of God.
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