Rev 1:12



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EPISTREPHW, which means “to turn around: I turned around” (BDAG, p. 382).

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative moo is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the present active infinitive from the verb BLEPW, which means “to see.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, meaning “I turned around for the purpose of seeing” or “in order to see.”

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PHWNĒ, meaning “the voice.”

“And I turned around in order to see the voice”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, which is used like the simple relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ = voice.  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak: was speaking.”

The imperfect tense is a progressive/descriptive imperfect, which describes what was just happening right then.


The active voice indicates that the voice had just produced the action of speaking.


The indicative mood is declarative for the presentation of the reality of what had just occurred.

This is followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with me.”  There should be a full sentence stop here rather than a comma, because we have a complete thought, the next thought begins with the conjunction KAI again and also has its own main verb in the indicative mood.
“which was speaking with me.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” followed by the nominative masculine first person singular aorist active participle from the verb EPISTREPHW, which means “to turn around: when I turned around.”

The nominative masculine first person singular relates the action of this participle to the subject of the sentence—John.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the action as a past event.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The participle is temporal and is coterminous with the action of the main verb “I saw.”

Then we have the main verb in the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, which mean “to see.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes in its entirety a past event.

The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine plural cardinal adjective HEPTA, meaning “seven,” the feminine plural noun LUXHNIA, meaning “lampstand upon which lamps were placed or hung; not a candlestick: Mt 5:15; Mk 4:21; Lk 8:16; 11:33.  Of the seven-branched lampstand Heb 9:2.  In Revelation the seven churches of Asia appear as seven lampstands Rev 1:12f, 20; 2:1, 5.  Revelation also likens the two witnesses of Christ to two lampstands Rev 11:4;”
 and the accusative feminine plural adjective CHRUSOUS, meaning “golden 2 Tim 2:20; Heb 9:4; Rev 1:12f, 20; 2:1; 4:4; 5:8; 8:3; 9:13, 20; 14:14; 15:6f; 17:4; 21:15.”
 

“And when I turned around, I saw seven golden lampstands;”
Rev 1:12 corrected translation
“And I turned around in order to see the voice, which was speaking with me.  And when I turned around, I saw seven golden lampstands;”
Explanation:
1.  “And I turned around in order to see the voice, which was speaking with me.”

a.  John continues by describing what he did as soon as he had heard the voice.  He immediately turned around to see the person who was speaking, probably because he recognized the voice of the Lord and expected to see Him.  John wanted to see the One he most loved and had not seen in sixty-five years.

b.  “The book of Revelation is full of voices.  In some cases the voice clearly belongs to the Son of Man (1:10, 12, 15; 3:20; 4:1); in other cases it belongs to angels (5:2, 11; 7:2; 14:7; etc.), an eagle (8:13), the martyrs (6:10), the multitude of the redeemed (7:10; 19:1, 6), or one of the four living creatures surrounding the throne (6:1, 7).  In still other cases the voice is unidentified (8:5; 11:15, 19; 12:10; 16:18) or is identified only as a voice ‘from the throne’ (4:5; 19:5; 21:3), ‘from the altar’ (9:13), ‘from the temple’ (16:1, 17), or ‘from heaven’ (10:4, 8; 11:12; etc.); presumably it represents the voice of God or, perhaps, in some cases the voice of the Son of Man.”


c.  John describes this voice as ‘speaking with him’ rather than ‘speaking to him’.  It is a very subtle difference in which John is not emphasizing the authoritative character of the person speaking to him, but the attitude of the speaker who wants the hearer to really hear what is being said.  It is the difference of attitude in the idea “you must listen to this” and “ you really need to hear what I am about to tell you.”

d.  John turned around, expecting to see Jesus Christ in His glorified humanity as he had seen Him on the Mount of Transfiguration, but instead he saw something completely unexpected.
2.  “And when I turned around, I saw seven golden lampstands;”

a.  Instead of seeing Jesus Christ, when John turns around, he sees seven golden lampstands.

b.  The number seven is frequent in Revelation: seven churches (1:4); seven golden candlesticks (12); seven stars (16); seven angels (20); seven lamps of fire (4:5); seven spirits of God (1:4; 3:1; 4:5); a book with seven seals (5:1); a lamb with seven horns and seven eyes (5:6); seven angels with seven trumpets (8:2); a dragon (12:3) and a beast (13:1) with seven heads; seven last plagues (15:1); and seven golden bowls (15:7).  The number is used both literally and figuratively for completeness or perfection.

c.  Gold represents deity.  For example, the ark was made of wood (which represents the perfect humanity of Christ) overlaid with gold (which represents the deity of Christ).  Every member of the Church is indwelt with all three members of the Trinity.  We are associated with, identified with, and spiritually made of deity or gold.


d.  The meaning of the lampstand is explained in verse 20, “and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.”  The church of Ephesus is called a lampstand in Rev 2:5, “Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and change your mind and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place unless you change your mind.”


e.  Therefore, putting the phrase ‘seven golden lampstands’ together we have the metaphorical or figurative representation of the entire or complete Church of Jesus Christ.  What John was looking at figuratively was a representation of the entire Church, which is associated with God rather than with Satan or his system of religion.

f.  The light coming from the lamps is representative of the message of the gospel and Bible doctrine, which goes out to a darkened world.



(1)  Mt 5:14-16, “You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”  Believers are called ‘the light of the world’ just as Christ calls Himself ‘The Light of the world, Jn 12:46, “I have come as Light into the world, so that everyone who believes in Me will not remain in darkness.”  Christ is The Light, and the Church represents Christ as the Light of the world during this period of human history (the Church Age).


(2)  Jn 1:4-9, “In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness [the world = Satan’s cosmic system] did not comprehend it.  There came a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe through him.  He was not the Light, but he came to testify about the Light.  There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.”  Compare Jn 5:33-35, “You have sent to John, and he has testified to the truth.  But the testimony which I receive is not from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved.  He was the lamp that was burning and was shining and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light.”  John the Baptist functioned as a lampstand, giving his light (message of the gospel) during the dispensation of the Incarnation, prior to our Lord’s ministry.


(3)  Every believer in the Church is a light to unbelievers in Satan’s world of darkness.  Collectively, believers become a lampstand or local church, giving its light to the local community in which it functions.  Universally, the Church as a whole is the light of the entire world during the Church Age.
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