Rev 1:10



 is the first person singular aorist deponent indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become; to be: I was.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which describes a past fact.


The deponent middle is active in meaning, John produced the action.


The indicative mood presents the statement as a reality.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, which means “in the sphere of the Spirit” and refers to being filled with the Spirit.  “The phrase  especially in Pauline or Johanine usage, is used to designate a close personal relation in which the referent of the EN-term is viewed as the controlling influence, meaning: under the control of, under the influence of, in close association with: of Christ Jn 10:38; 14:10f; be or abide in Christ Jn 14:20; 15:4f; 1 Jn 2:24; in communion with God Jn 3:21.  The use of  as a formulaic expression is similar, meaning to be under the impulsion [force, momentum, drive, thrust] of the spirit Rev 1:10; 4:2; the expression is also used to express the idea that someone is under the special influence of a good or even an undesirable spirit: Mt 22:43; Mk 12:36; Lk 2:27; 1 Cor 12:3; Rev 17:3; 21:10.”
  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and adjective KURIAKOS plus the noun HĒMERA, meaning “on the day belonging to the Lord” or (as in 1 Cor 11:20, the Lord’s Supper’) the Lord’s day i.e. certainly Sunday Rev 1:10.”

“I was under the influence of the Spirit on the Lord’s day”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: I heard.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which describes a past fact.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative mood presents the statement as a reality.

Then we have the adverb of place OPISW used as a preposition plus the genitive of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “behind me Rev 1:10; as in Mt 16:23; Mk 8:33, get behind me! get out of my sight Satan!”
  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun PHWNE and the adjective MEGAS, meaning “a great, loud sound, tone, noise, or voice Rev 3:20; 5:2; 6:10; 7:2, 10; 14:7, 9; 18:2, 23; Jn 5:25, 28, 37; 10:3; 11:43; and many other places, but defined by the statement in Rev 1:12, “I turned around to see (to whom) the voice that was speaking to me (belonged)’.”

“and I heard behind me a loud voice”
 is the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like” plus the descriptive genitive feminine singular from the noun SALPIGX, which means “a trumpet” as in Rev 4:1; 8:2, 6, 13; 9:14.
“like a trumpet,”
Rev 1:10 corrected translation
“I was under the influence of the Spirit on the Lord’s day and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet,”
Explanation:
1.  “I was under the influence of the Spirit on the Lord’s day”

a.  John continues with a description of what happened to him one day on the island of Patmos.  It was a Sunday and John was filled with the Holy Spirit.  That is, he was under the control of God the Holy Spirit just as you should be right now.

b.  John says that he was “in this Spirit.”  This does not refer to some kind of ecstatic state that is disconnected from reality.  There is nothing in the context that infers such a thing.  John’s point is that what happened to him came from the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit and not from any demon, Satan, or some sort of hallucination or fantasizing.  Being in the Spirit is the normal every day experience of believers:



(1)  Rom 8:9-11, “However you are not under the authority of the flesh [the sin nature] but under the authority of the Spirit, since after all the Spirit of God dwells in you.  But if anyone does not have the Spirit from Christ [unbeliever], this person does not belong to Him.  Now, if Christ [is] in you and He is, on the one hand the body is dead [temporal death] because of the sin nature, but on the other hand the Spirit is life because of [imputed divine] righteousness.  Now if the Spirit from Him [God the Father] who raised Jesus from the dead indwells you and He does, He [God the Father] who raised Christ from the dead will also make alive your mortal bodies by the agency of His Spirit who resides in you.”



(2)  Gal 5:16-18, “But I keep on declaring, ‘Keep on walking in the sphere of the Spirit and you will never carry out the lust of the flesh.’  For the flesh [OSN] rises in protest against the Spirit, and the Spirit rises in protest against the flesh.  For these are opposed to one another, with the result that you do not do those things which you want.  But if you are being led by the Spirit and you are, you are not under the Law.”


c.  Sunday is not the only day we are supposed to be “in the Spirit.”  God expects us to be under the control of and influence of the Spirit every day, even every moment of every day.


e.  John was not having any kind of emotional experience.  He was having a normal, rational, everyday experience of being a Christian in fellowship with God the Father and God the Son through the filling of God the Spirit.  There are three other times when John will talk about being “in the Spirit” as a part of this experience.  All of these occasions indicate the control of God the Holy Spirit over the soul of John as a function of His teaching ministry to John.


(1)  Rev 4:2, “Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne.”



(2)  Rev 17:3, “And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having seven heads and ten horns.”



(3)  Rev 21:10, “And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.”


f.  The fact that being in the Spirit is a rational experience is clearly seen in:



(1)  Eph 6:18, “praying at all times in the Spirit.”  Compare 1 Cor 14:15, “Therefore, what’s the point?  I will keep on praying with my spirit, but I will also continue to pray with my mind.”



(2)  Phil 3:3, “For we are those who serve in the Spirit of God and take pride in Christ Jesus and do not have confidence in the flesh.”  Taking pride and having confidence are rational thoughts produced while in the Spirit of God.


g.  John could have said, “I was filled with the Spirit on a Sunday” and it would have meant the exact same thing.  There is nothing especially important about the fact that it was Sunday.  So why mention Sunday?  Since this is the Revelation of Jesus Christ, it is an indirect way of emphasizing the fact that the Second Advent of Christ, which is the major subject of this book and a part of “the day of the Lord,” should be revealed to John “on the Lord’s day.”  In other words, the book about the ‘day of the Lord’ is revealed ‘on the day of the Lord’.


h.  The Lord’s day is defined as Sunday in:



(1)  Acts 20:7, “On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul began talking to them, intending to leave the next day, and he prolonged his message until midnight,” which indicates the observance of the Lord’s table on that day (gathered together to break bread).”


(2)  1 Cor 16:2, “On the first day of the week let each of you at home put aside, saving whatever he may prosper, in order that a collection might not occur at the time when I come.”



(3)  “There is little doubt that “the Lord” in this case refers to Jesus rather than the Father.  In the early Church Christians met for worship on Sunday in honor of the day of Jesus’ resurrection.  In addition, Sunday was the first day of the week in the Jewish calendar, and therefore it reminded people of the first day of creation and of Jesus’ re-creation through redemption.  It was also called the eighth day, pointing to the coming day of judgment. Early Christians may have believed that Christ would return on his day, Sunday.”



(4)  “Justin Martyr (circa a.d. 150) indicates that in his day offerings were being brought to the church on Sunday—the first day of the week.”



(5)  “A similar phrase appears in The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles, also known as the Didache, a work written toward the end of the first century, probably in Syria.  The readers of this work are instructed to gather on the Lord’s Day to break bread and to give thanks.”
 

2.  “and I heard behind me a loud voice”

a.  John continues by describing an empirical experience, not an ecstatic experience.  He hears someone speaking—an empirical experience common to all of us.

b.  This particular loud voice has been heard by him many times before.


(1)  Jn 11:43, “When He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come forth.’”



(2)  Mt 27:46, “About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?’”  Remember that John was present at the Cross.



(3)  Lk 23:46, “And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.’  Having said this, He breathed His last.”


c.  John recognized the voice of Jesus Christ, a voice he had heard almost every day for over three years, and yet had not heard in sixty-five years.  It was the most recognizable voice John had ever heard.

d.  Why was Jesus Christ behind John?  The Lord had been in a place (in heaven) where John could not see Him for the last sixty-five years.  Standing behind John at a short distance was indicative of the fact that John could not see Him now on earth, but He was not far away.


e.  The Lord wanted to emphasize His Word, His message, His teaching, His doctrine rather than His physical presence.  The message was most important and had to be emphasized first.  John would have to listen before he would be able to truly see.
3.  “like a trumpet,”

a.  John adds a statement to indicate the high quality and richness of the sound of this voice.  It was not only loud but clearly understood.

b.  The trumpet was used by the military to convey messages in the din of battle.  It could be heard above the screams, shouts, and clamor going on around it.  This is analogous to the Word or message of God being sounded clearly above the din of shouting from Satan’s cosmic system.  The world is shouting, “Where is the promise of His coming?  For since the fathers all things remain in the same manner from the beginning of the creation,” 2 Pet 3:4.  But above this din can be clearly heard the voice of God like a trumpet, saying, “Yes, I am coming soon,” Rev 22:20.

c.  The voice like a trumpet analogy is also found in:



(1)  Isa 58:1, “Cry loudly, do not hold back; raise your voice like a trumpet, and declare to My people their transgression and to the house of Jacob their sins.”



(2)  Rev 4:1, “After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven, and the first voice which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with me, said, ‘Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after these things.’”
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