Philippians 4:4



- is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb CHAIRW, which means “to rejoice, to be happy, to have happiness.”

The present tense is a durative present, which indicates an action that began in the past and continues in the present.  This is also a customary present for an action that is reasonably expected to occur.  This is also a progressive present for what should continue throughout one’s spiritual life.

The active voice indicates that each Church Age believer is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the dative of relationship from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, which means “in the Lord” and refers to our eternal relationship with the Lord.  This is followed by the adverb of time PANTOTE, which means “at all times, always.”
“Keep on having happiness in the Lord at all times,”
- is the adverb of time PALIN, which means “again, once more.”  Then we have the first person singular future active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say, speak” but with the adverb PALIN it means “to repeat.”

The future tense is a progressive future, which places special emphasis upon the progress of the action that is about to happen.

The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb CHAIRW, which means “to rejoice, to be happy, to have happiness.”

The present tense is a durative present, which indicates an action that began in the past and continues in the present.  This is also a customary present for an action that is reasonably expected to occur.  This is also a progressive present for what should continue throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that each Church Age believer is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“once more I will repeat [the command] keep on having happiness.”
Phil 4:4 corrected translation
“Keep on having happiness in the Lord at all times, once more I will repeat [the command] keep on having happiness.”
Explanation:
1.  “Keep on having happiness in the Lord at all times,”

a.  There are three basic principles that come out of this statement.



(1)  This is a command to be happy.


(2)  God expects us to be happy at all times.


(3)  We are expected to have a superabundance of happiness because we have a permanent relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are in union with Him and can never get out of that union.  This should make us extraordinarily happy.


b.  God wants us to have a superabundance of happiness.



(1)  Ps 100:1-2, “Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth.  Serve the Lord with a superabundance of happiness; come before Him with joyful singing.”


(2)  God’s plan is designed to make all of His creatures completely happy.  The only reason we are not happy is because we don’t want to be, because we lust for things, and because we do what we want rather than what God wants, creating our own self-induced misery.


(3)  God’s love desires only the highest and best happiness for us.  Therefore, God is willing and able to give His very own happiness to those who have the capacity for it.



(4)  We develop capacity for happiness by our willingness and ability to learn the will of God and obey His will.  Our happiness is directly related to our obedience to the will of God.



(5)  Our happiness also depends upon our ability to learn and understand the word of God.  God the Holy Spirit provides the ability to learn the word of God through His teaching ministry of mentorship.  Once we have learned and executed the word and will of God, God shares His very own happiness with us.  This occurs incrementally over our spiritual life.


(6)  God’s happiness is a gift, given in grace to the mature believer who has the capacity for appreciating it and using it as a problem solving device.



(7)  Related Scripture.




(a)  Phil 3:1, “From now on, my brethren, keep on having happiness in the Lord.  On the one hand, to write the same things to you [is] not troublesome for me, on the other hand it is a safeguard for you.”



(b)  Ps 2:11, “Worship the Lord with reverence and rejoice with trembling.”



(c)  Ps 9:14, “That I may tell of all Your praises, that in the gates of the daughter of Zion I may rejoice in Your salvation.”



(d)  Ps 13:5, “But I have trusted in Your unfailing love; my heart shall rejoice in Your salvation.”



(e)  Ps 32:11, “Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, you righteous ones; and shout for joy, all you who are upright in heart.”



(f)  Ps 35:9, “And my soul shall rejoice in the Lord; it shall exult in His salvation.”



(g)  Ps 40:16, “Let all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; let those who love Your salvation say continually, ‘The Lord be magnified!’”



(h)  Ps 68:3, “But let the righteous be glad; let them exult before God; Yes, let them rejoice with gladness.”



(i)  Ps 70:4, “Let all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; and let those who love Your salvation say continually, ‘Let God be magnified.’”



(j)  Ps 89:16, “In Your name they rejoice all the day, and by Your righteousness they are exalted.”



(k)  Ps 97:1, “The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many islands be glad.”



(l)  Ps 118:24, “This is the day which the Lord has made; let us have a superabundance of happiness and be glad in it.”



(m)  Ps 119:162, “I rejoice at Your word, as one who finds great spoil.”



(n)  Hab 3:18, “Yet I will exult in the Lord, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.”



(o)  Lk 10:20, “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.”  Where?  In the Book of Life.



(p)  Jn 16:22, “Therefore you too have grief now; but I will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you.”



(q)  Rom 15:10, “Again he says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people.’”



(r)  1 Cor 13:6, “[virtue-love] does not rejoice over injustice, but rejoices with the truth;”



(s)  2 Cor 13:11, “Finally, brethren, be happy, be made complete, be encouraged, be in agreement, keep the peace, and then the God of unconditional love and peace (prosperity, harmony, reconciliation) will be with you.”



(t)  1 Thes 5:16, “Rejoice always;” Verses 16-18 are all one sentence.  The complete thought here is “Always be happy, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  To begin to understand this command, we must understand how Paul uses the word CHAIRW.





i.  Rom 12:15, “Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.”  There is a time to manifest our happiness and a time not to manifest our happiness.  We can still weep with others who have suffered the loss of a loved one and be happy ourselves.





ii.  2 Cor 6:1, 3, 10, “We also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain, giving no cause for offense in anything, as sorrowful yet always rejoicing.”  It takes parts of all three of these verses to put this complete thought together.  We are not to let our overwhelming happiness because of eternal life and position in Christ be a cause of offense to others, so that the grace which God has given us should be slandered by others.





iii.  2 Cor 13:9a, “For we rejoice when we ourselves are helpless.”  Our helplessness is God’s opportunity.  We are never candidates for the grace of God until we have reached the point of complete and utter dependence upon the provision of God.  At that point, we can truly be happy, because now everything depends completely on the Lord Jesus Christ, who will never let us down.





iv.  2 Cor 13:11, “Finally, brethren, be happy, become mature, be comforted, be like-minded, live in harmony; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.”  God has given us everything we need for happiness both in time and eternity.  Everything has already been provided.  Now God commands us to make use of it.





v.  Phil 2:17-18, “But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I keep on being happy and share my happiness with you all.  And you too, rejoice in the same way and share your happiness with me.”  Suffering for blessing should be one of the greatest sources of happiness we will ever have.  But this takes an entirely different scale of values, way of thinking about life, and way of looking at suffering.  God wants us to learn how to be happy though suffering.  He can only do this by teaching us how to depend on Him in the little things and how to use the spiritual problem-solving devices on the simple problems of life.  Then once we are trained, He can bring along major disaster in our life, so that we can demonstrate to Satan and the fallen angels that we still share His happiness in spite of disaster.  This is exactly what Paul was doing in this verse.





vi.  Phil 4:4, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!”  1 Thes 5:16 is identical to this verse, except the prepositional phrase is left out.  Paul taught this concept so many times that the phrase CHAIRETE PANTOTE had become a formula for “Share the happiness of God and be occupied with the person of Christ.”  In other words, keep on using the two greatest problem-solving devices.




(u)  1 Pet 1:8, “Whom, though having not seen, you love, and in Whom, though you do not see now but believe, you rejoice with inexpressible and glorious joy.”



(v)  Does God really expect us to be happy even when we are suffering unfairly?  Yes.  1 Pet 4:13, “but as you keep on sharing in the sufferings of Christ, rejoice, in order that you might also rejoice exulting at the revelation of His glory.”

c.  Conclusion: God wants us to be happy.



(1)  God designed us as royalty to always be happy.



(2)  He has given us eternal life with His Son forever.



(3)  He has given us everything we need to get by in life without any major difficulties.  The inability to learn the word of God is the only major difficulty in life; all other things are non-essentials in life.


(4)  God has given us every problem-solving device we will ever need to get through the disasters of life.



(5)  God has the most fantastic blessings for time and eternity available and waiting for us.



(6)  God has even designed a plan whereby our greatest suffering can glorify Him the most and defeat Satan.



(7)  God loves us to the maximum and this love can never change because God is immutable.



(8)  All of this is designed for our happiness; therefore, rejoice always.
2.  “once more I will repeat [the command] keep on having happiness.”

a.  Paul reiterates and applies the previous principle stated in Phil 3:1 “From now on, my brethren, keep on having happiness in the Lord.  On the one hand, to write the same things to you [is] not troublesome for me, on the other hand it is a safeguard for you.”

b.  Paul repeats himself for emphasis and as a safeguard for the souls of the Philippians.

c.  Paul does not want them to miss this point, which is why it is stated in Phil 3:1 and again here two times.  We are to keep on having a superabundance of happiness.


d.  A superabundance of happiness is reciprocal love for God.  We know when we are in fellowship with God, when we face each day with a superabundance of happiness because it is the day which the Lord has made, Ps 118:24, “This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and have a superabundance of happiness in it.”  Happiness is one day at a time.


(1)  God provides one day at a time and the doctrine to enjoy that day.



(2)  Today’s doctrine is tomorrow’s blessing.



(3)  The accumulation of today’s doctrine combined with tomorrow’s doctrine means great future blessing.

 

(4)  By missing the blessing of the moment we postpone the blessing of the future.  This is what happened to Abram.



(5)  Anticipation without doctrine produces frustration, bitterness, and complaint, destroying both today’s and tomorrow’s blessing.  By anticipating the future, we often miss the blessings of the moment.  Every moment should be important.  Future blessing anticipated must never destroy today’s blessing.



(6)  Therefore, God graciously provides today’s doctrine for every believer, so that future frustration becomes a present absolute confidence (which the Greek calls ‘hope’).
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