Philippians 4:23



- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, meaning, “The grace” plus the subjective genitive from the masculine singular article and nouns KURIOS, IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning: the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The genitive substantive (‘of the Lord Jesus Christ’) functions semantically as the subject of the verbal idea (‘being gracious’) implicit in the head noun (‘The grace’).  This could also be regarded as a possessive genitive, in which the substantive in the genitive (the Lord Jesus Christ) possesses the thing to which it stands related (grace).  It is also possible that this could be the genitive of production or the genitive of the producer, in which the genitive substantive (the Lord Jesus Christ) produces the noun (grace) to which it stands related.
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ”
- there is no verb “to be;” it is deliberately omitted (ellipsis) for dramatic affect.  Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the masculine singular article used as a possessive pronoun and the noun PNEUMA, meaning “with the spirit” and referring to our human spirit.  Finally, we have the possessive genitive of the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”
“[be] with your spirit.”
Phil 4:23 corrected translation
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ [be] with your spirit.”
Explanation:
1.  This salutation is not found in Romans or 1 Corinthians.  However, it is found usually in Paul’s letters in one form or another.

a.  2 Cor 13:14 says, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.”

b.  Gal 6:18 says, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.”

c.  Eph 6:24 says, “Grace is associated with all [believers] who love our Lord Jesus Christ with incorruptibility.”

d.  Col 4:18c says, “Grace be with you.”

e.  1 Thes 5:28 says, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”

f.  2 Thes 3:18 says, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.”

g.  1 Tim 6:21 says, “Grace be with you.”

h.  2 Tim 4:22 says, “The Lord be with your spirit.  Grace be with you.”

i.  Tit 3:15 says, “Grace be with you all.”

j.  Heb 13:25 says, “Grace be with you all.”  Though not written by Paul, this is one the reasons scholars think Paul might have written it or influenced the writer.

k.  Rev 22:21 says, “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all of you.”
2.  This salutation is found in exactly the same words in Galatians and Philemon.  In all the other salutations the phrase “with your spirit” becomes “with you all” or “with you.”
3.  “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ”

a.  The most important final thought of the greatest Christian who ever lived was twofold: grace and doctrine.


b.  Our grace orientation is of paramount importance in understanding and executing the grace plan of God.


c.  If we are not gracious toward others, we are not living the Christian life.


d.  Grace as a manifestation of God’s love is what the angelic conflict is all about.


e.  Grace is what defines the function of God in the Church Age.


f.  Our whole purpose for being here is to manifest the character of Christ, which is first and foremost graciousness toward others.


g.  If we are not gracious toward others, we are arrogant, we will stay arrogant, and e will die arrogant—the most useless of all members of the royal family.


h.  Doctrine is the only means of learning about grace; therefore, the importance of doctrine as our number one priority in life.


i.  If doctrine isn’t first in our priorities, then grace isn’t important to us.  And if grace isn’t important to us, then we can only fall back upon our own self-justification, self-deception, self-absorption, and self-gratification—the arrogance skills.

j.  Jesus Christ has always been gracious to us and will always be gracious to us.  We can never accuse God of not being gracious.

k.  The greatest demonstration of the grace of God was what our Lord did for us on the cross.  The second greatest thing God ever did for us was all He did for us at salvation, but that will not be manifest to us until the resurrection of the Church.

4.  “[be] with your spirit.”

a.  The real us is what is in our soul and spirit, and Paul is asking here that the grace of God as exhibited in the Lord Jesus Christ during His incarnation be in our soul and spirit.

b.  Since God the Holy Spirit is the teacher of the human spirit, having the grace of our Lord in our spirit can only occur through the learning and acceptance of Bible doctrine.



(1)  We cannot and will not ever understand or apply the grace of God to others apart from believing the doctrines taught by the Holy Spirit through the agency of the pastor-teacher.



(2)  This is Paul’s final thought for the Philippians, as it was for the Galatians and Philemon, and as we can see for almost all believers to whom he ever wrote.

5.  This verse is also a final challenge to the Philippians as well as us.


a.  Paul wants us to be gracious as a manifestation of the character of Christ, as evidence before the supreme court of heaven against Satan and the fallen angels.

b.  Our Lord wants the same graciousness from us, so that we will have the capacity to be blessed by Him.  We cannot be blessed by God until we learn how to bless others.  Our graciousness toward others is great blessing toward them.

c.  What are we waiting for?
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