Philippians 4:21


- is the second person plural aorist deponent middle imperative from the verb ASPAZOMAI, which means “greet, welcome someone, remember me to (someone); pay my respects to; give my regards to.”  In Modern English we would use the expression: “Say hello to” or “Pay my respects to.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the entire act of greeting someone into a single whole and regards it as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the leaders of the Philippian church are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty, in which the force of the imperative is softened to that of a request.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective PAS and the adjective HAGIOS, used as a substantive and meaning “every saint.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere/relationship from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, which means “in Christ Jesus.”
“Say hello to every saint in Christ Jesus.”
- is the third person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ASPAZOMAI, which means “to greet; to send greetings to; to say hello to someone.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning; the believers with Paul are producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of reality.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Philippian believers.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun ADELPHOS, meaning “the brethren” or “fellow-believers.”  With this with have the prepositional phrase SUN plus the instrumental of association from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with me.”
“The brethren with me greet you.”
Phil 4:21 corrected translation
“Say hello to every saint in Christ Jesus.  The brethren with me greet you.”
Explanation:
1.  “Say hello to every saint in Christ Jesus.”

a.  Paul now makes a request of all the believers in Philippi.  They are to welcome each other with genuine affection, care, and concern as family members would do, when they had not seen each other in a long time.

b.  This is as much a command as it is a polite request from Paul.  He is asking the leaders in the church, who will receive the letter first, to pay his respects to everyone in the church.

c.  This is a demonstration of Paul’s unconditional virtuous love for all.  And since this is the Philippian church, it probably reflects his personal love for all as well.  As far as we know, Paul had no enemies in this church.


d.  This is also an expression of Paul’s gratitude and appreciation to everyone in the church.  He is reasonably certain that all of them contributed to the financial gift given to him.


e.  Paul is also setting an example for them of having gratitude to all believers in a local church, and expressing that gratitude as a normal function of Christian virtue and integrity.

f.  Even the reversionists are still “saints” as we can see by a comparison of 1 Cor 1:2, 30.  There were few, if any, reversionistic believers in Philippi at the time Paul wrote this.  If there were any, there were only a few, just for testing purposes of others, who were positive to the teaching of the word of God.


g.  Indirectly, Paul gives the reason why we should be polite and have good manners toward everyone in the royal family of God.  It is because we are all “in Christ Jesus.”  We are all placed into union with Christ at the moment of salvation.  This is the ministry of the Holy Spirit called “the baptism of the Holy Spirit.”  God the Holy Spirit identifies us (BAPTIZW in the Greek means to identify someone or something with someone or something else) with Christ the moment we believe in Christ.  The phrase which describes this throughout the New Testament is the prepositional phrase “in Christ” or “in Christ Jesus,” which is also used here.


h.  Since we are in union with Christ, having been positionally sanctified or set apart unto God at salvation, we are “saints,” which means we are set apart unto God in human history for special privilege and opportunity.



(1)  Our special privilege is to glorify God the Father in the same manner as God the Son did during His incarnation.



(2)  Our special opportunity is to do this using the exact same spiritual life our Lord had.


i.  Therefore, since every Church Age believer is set apart unto God for special privilege and opportunity, and since every Church Age believer is in a special relationship with Jesus Christ, we are therefore to treat each believer as spiritual royalty.

j.  Since we are spiritual royalty positionally, we are expected to function experientially as spiritual royalty.  Paul demonstrates this principle by sending his greeting to every member of the church.

2.  “The brethren with me greet you.”

a.  Then Paul includes the rest of the members of his team in his greeting.  They shared Paul’s values and gratitude for the Philippian church.

b.  Another important point here is to recognize that Paul was not alone.  There were several people with him, such as Onesimus, Epaphras, Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke (see Phil 1:23-24).

c.  This certainly also refers to the long list of great believers in the Roman church in Rom 16.  They were all mature believers and would want to convey their respects to the Philippian church as well.


d.  There was no jealousy, no rivalry, no inordinate ambition and competition amongst the mature believers of these various churches.  They all had capacity for life, love, blessing, and appreciation of each other.  This is certainly not true of all believers, which is one of the ways we can distinguish between a mature believer and a believer antagonistic to the teaching of doctrine.


e.  This also tells us that Paul was in a good situation as far as his relationship with the leaders in Rome; that is, the Roman government.  He was able to have friends living with him without fear and without censure.  Things were going well in his impending trial.

f.  In summary, there was mutual honor, integrity, respect, and regard by all for each other, which is exactly what God expects among members of His royal family.
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