Philippians 4:19



- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” and introducing a new thought.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to God the Father (see Eph 3:16-21, where God the Father is the subject throughout that section, which also refers to being filled up with all the fullness of God).  With this we have the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “my.”  This is followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb PLĒROW, which means “to fill up.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely take place.


The active voice indicates that God the Father will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“Now my God shall fill up”
- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all, every” and the noun CHREIA, meaning “need, lack, want.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”
“your every need”
- is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of general reference from the neuter singular article and noun PLOUTOS with the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, and meaning “according to His riches” or “His wealth.”  Then we have the preposition EN (used as a “marker of a state or condition, meaning in of qualities Phil 4:19”
) plus the locative of state or condition from the feminine singular noun DOXA, meaning “in glory” or “in a state or condition of glory.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place/relationship/sphere from the masculine singular proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “in Christ Jesus” and referring to our intimate relation of being in union with the person of our Lord Jesus Christ as His spiritual bride.
“according to His wealth in glory in Christ Jesus.”
Phil 4:19 corrected translation
“Now my God shall fill up your every need according to His wealth in glory in Christ Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now my God shall fill up”

a.  Paul transitions to a new thought, which is still related to his previous topic, which is God providing for his needs through the Philippian believers.

b.  Paul now turns his attention to what God the Father will do for them, just as He has provided for Paul.

c.  God the Father is the subject of this clause, just as He is the subject of the same thought by Paul in Eph 3:16-21, “I pray that He [God the Father] may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may be at home in your hearts through doctrine, when you have been rooted and established with virtue-love.  [I pray that] you may utilize the power to grasp the idea with all the saints: what is the width and length and height and depth, and to come to know the love for Christ which goes beyond gnosis, that you may be filled up to [the full measure of] all the fullness of God.  Now to Him [God the Father] who is able to do infinitely more than all we ask or imagine on the basis of the power which works for us, to Him be the glory by means of the Church and by means of Christ Jesus with reference to all generations of this age of the ages.  I believe it.”

d.  God the Father designed the plan from eternity past that was designed to provide for our every need.  God the Father has always wanted to take care of us in every possible way, which is why He sent His Son to be a propitiation for our sins.  It is God the Father who answers our prayers and provides every thing we require to survive in Satan’s kingdom and glorify Him.


e.  The verb PLĒROW is a doctrine in itself.



(1)  Definition.




(a)  The Greek word PLĒROW means to fill up a deficiency.  The deficiency in our lives is having no ability to understand spiritual phenomena.  Being influenced by the Holy Spirit fills up the deficiency of knowledge of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age—our ignorance of doctrine.  At salvation we are deficient of doctrine.  This deficiency must be filled up by the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.




(b)  PLĒROW means to fully possess.  The filling of the Holy Spirit inside the operational spiritual life and walking by means of the Spirit means the Holy Spirit influences or fully possesses the soul of the believer rather than the sin nature.





i.  The power for the execution of the plan of God is the filling of the Holy Spirit influencing our soul.  We are either fully possessed by the filling of the Holy Spirit or by the sin nature.





ii.  The filling of the Holy Spirit in the spiritual life means the Holy Spirit is in control of or influencing the soul.





iii.  The filling of the Holy Spirit is an absolute—we are either 100% filled with the Spirit or we are not.





iv.  The believer must be fully possessed by the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine before he can be fully possessed by the blessings of spiritual maturity.




(c)  PLĒROW means to fill with a certain quality.  The power of God the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul, combining to produce reciprocal love for God and unconditional virtuous love for mankind are the highest quality with which the believer can be filled.




(d)  PLĒROW means to fully influence.  The filling of the Holy Spirit provides full influence and motivation for consistent spiritual growth and execution of the plan of God.  The believer is fully influenced by God the Holy Spirit when filled with the Spirit.  He is also fully influenced by Bible doctrine as a mature believer, so that he can have capacity for blessing.



(2)  Usage.




(a)  PLĒROW is used for the believer influenced by the Holy Spirit, Eph 5:18, “Stop being intoxicated with wine by which is dissipation [a lifestyle of self-absorption], but keep on being filled with the Spirit.”  We have a deficiency when under sin—we have no experiential relationship with God at that moment.  We must be filled with or influenced by the Holy Spirit to restore that temporal, experiential relationship with God.  The filling of the Holy Spirit is a synonym for spirituality.




(b)  PLĒROW is used for the pastor communicating doctrine to his sheep.  Col 1:25, “that I might fill up the deficiency of the word of God.”  All sheep have a deficiency of doctrine.  The pastor’s job is to teach Bible doctrine to overcome this deficiency.




(c)  In Rom 8:4 the word is used for the mature believer receiving the imputation of his blessings.  Eph 3:19, “that you might be filled up with all the fullness [divine blessing] from God.”



(d)  PLĒROW is used for the construction of a spiritual building in the soul.  The human spirit builds a building up into the soul.  Col 1:9b, “that you might be filled up with the epignosis knowledge of His sovereign purpose by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding.”



(e)  PLĒROW is used for perception of doctrine resulting in capacity for happiness in maturity, 1 Jn 1:4, “that your happiness might be fulfilled (or brought to completion).”



(f)  PLĒROW is used for the priestly function of giving, Phil 4:18.




(g)  PLĒROW is used for the mature believer’s production of divine good, Phil 1:11, “having brought to completion the production of righteousness, which [comes] by the agency of Jesus Christ resulting in the glory and praise of God;” Rev 3:2.

2.  “your every need”

a.  This refers to all of our spiritual and material needs.  There is nothing God the Father will not do for His Son.  We are in union with Christ.  Therefore, there is nothing God the Father will not do for us.


b.  This is why we have statements in the word of God, such as:



(1)  Mt 21:22, “And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.”


(2)  Mk 11:24, “Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will be granted you.”


(3)  Mt 7:7-8, “Keep on asking, and it will be given to you; keep on seeking, and you will find; keep on knocking, and it will be opened to you.   For everyone who keeps asking receives, and he who keeps seeking finds, and to him who keeps knocking it shall be opened.”


(4)  Jn 14:13-14, “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.”


(5)  Jer 33:3, “Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know.”


(6)  Phil 4:6, “Stop worrying about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”


(7)  Heb 4:16, “Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

c.  God the Father makes an absolute guarantee that He will hear and answer all of our prayer requests, provided we are in fellowship with Him and are not asking with wrong motives.

3.  “according to His wealth in glory in Christ Jesus.”

a.  God the Father has the wealth and riches, both spiritually and materially to do anything for us, to answer any request, to provide anything we need.



(1)  Eph 1:6-8, “resulting in the praise of the glory of His grace, by which grace He has graced us out in the Beloved; by whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, on the basis of the riches of His grace, from which riches of grace He has made us super-rich by means of all wisdom and prudence.”


(2)  Eph 2:7, “that He might show [make known through giving] in the coming ages the surpassing riches of His grace in generosity toward us in Christ Jesus.”


(3)  Eph 3:8, “To me, the very least of all the saints, this grace has been given to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable wealth of Christ.”


(4)   Eph 3:16, “I pray that He [God the Father] may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being.”


(5)  Col 1:27, “to whom God [the Father] desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”


(6)  Col 2:2-3, “in order that their hearts might receive encouragement, by having been instructed in virtue-love and resulting in all [spiritual] wealth from the certainty of understanding because of the full knowledge of the mystery of God from Christ, in Whom all the hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge exist.”

b.  The wealth and riches of God the Father are related to His glory; that is, the sum total of His love, and this love is manifest in the person and work of Christ Jesus, His Son.



(1)  Rom 9:23, “also in order that He might reveal the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, which [vessels] He previously prepared for glory,”


(2)  Eph 1:18, “I also pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the confidence of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance for the saints,”


(3)  Col 1:27, “to whom God [the Father] desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”

c.  The glory of God is the love of God.  The greatest manifestation of the glory of God is the revelation of His love for us.  The greatest revelation of His love for us was the Father’s decision to send His Son to be a propitiation for our sins.


d.  Because of our eternal relationship with Christ; that is, being “in Christ,” God the Father is now free to express His glory (that is, His love) to us by giving us everything we could possibly need both materially and spiritually.

e.  He does this spiritually by giving us:



(1)  An eternal, spiritual relationship with Himself through our Lord Jesus Christ.



(2)  Fellowship with Himself through the filling of the Spirit.



(3)  Understanding of Him through Bible doctrine in our soul.



(4)  His very own righteousness and power.



(5)  A totally free will, so that we can have the freedom from slavery to sin.



(6)  A perfect plan whereby we can glorify Him and receive blessings for time and eternity beyond anything we could ask or be imagining.


f.  All of this is based upon the fact we have believed in Christ, and therefore, have a permanent relationship with Jesus Christ as our Savior, which we cannot lose.  God the Father honors this relationship forever, and therefore, will do anything for us.


g.  Paul wanted to make sure the Philippians remembered this principle.  Since they will always have a relationship with God the Father, He will always fill up their every need.
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