Philippians 4:17



- is the negative OUCH, meaning “not” with the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “because.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EPIZĒTEW, which means “to be seriously interested in or have a strong desire for: seek after; wish, wish for; desire, want.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually did not exist in Paul’s thinking.  He was never in the ministry or service of the Lord to make money.


The active voice indicates that Paul did not produce the action of seeking after or desiring financial gain from any of his congregations.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun DOMA, which means “the gift” and refers to the financial support of the Philippians.

“Not because I seek after the gift,”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EPIZĒTEW, which means “to be seriously interested in or have a strong desire for: seek after; wish, wish for; desire, want.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists in Paul’s thinking.  He wants the spiritual growth of the Philippians.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of seeking after or desiring the production of divine good by the Philippians.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KARPOS, which means “production” and refers to the production of divine good.

“but I seek after the production,”
- is the appositional accusative from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb PLEONAZW, which means “to become more and more, so as to be in abundance, be/become more or be/become great, be present in abundance, grow, increase in number, multiply Rom 5:20; of grace Rom 6:1; 2 Cor 4:15; of love 2 Thes 1:3; I seek the fruit that increases Phil 4:17; to be responsible for increase; to bring forth in abundance; to cause increase: may the Lord cause you to increase (= become rich ) in love 1 Thes 3:12.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “which.”

The present tense is a progressive present for an action that began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice is a causative active voice, in which the production of the spiritual life causes the increase in the doctrinal content of the souls of the Philippian believers.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the masculine singular noun LOGOS, meaning “with reference to doctrine.”  Finally, we have the possessive genitive second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”
“which causes increase with reference to your doctrine.”
Phil 4:17 corrected translation
“Not because I seek after the gift, but I seek after the production, which causes increase with reference to your doctrine.”
Explanation:
1.  “Not because I seek after the gift,”

a.  Paul wasn’t interested in getting rich off the Philippians or any other group of believers.  No man has the right to try and get rich off the gracious giving of others.  Trying to get rich off of our service to the Lord makes our service no service at all.  We serve the Lord Jesus Christ, not money.


b.  God gives us more than enough money to take care of ourselves and our family, provided we work hard and make prudent decisions regarding how we use the money.  But the ministry is not a place “to fleece the flock.”

c.  Paul never asked the Philippians or any other group of believers to support him financially, even though he was entitled to the support and accepted it when offered in grace.  Paul understood the principle that God owns the cattle on a thousand hills (Ps 50:10) and would provide financial support for Paul whenever he needed it.


d.  Therefore, it is not the job of the pastor or any deacon to seek after, desire, or want financial gain from any ministry or service to the Lord.  The pastor has the right to be financially supported, and the congregation has a responsibility to do so, but no man should ever be in the ministry for the money.


e.  Paul was grateful and very appreciative of the generosity of the Philippians and the Philippians knew Paul well enough to know he was not in it for the money.  Therefore, why did Paul make this statement?  He and the Philippians both knew he was not in the service of the Lord for monetary profit.


l.  Paul made this statement for two reasons:



(1)  So that it would be a permanent part of the word of God by which every man who enters into service for the Lord will be judged.



(2)  So that Paul’s critics could not accuse Paul of trying to coerce financial support out of his congregations.  The Judaizers, who followed and criticized Paul, were critical of him for being financially supported by the Philippians.  They would use this information against Paul, his ministry, and the gospel of Christ.  Therefore, God the Holy Spirit preempts their argument by permitting Paul to state in advance that he is not serving the Lord for financial gain.
2.  “but I seek after the production which causes increase with reference to your doctrine.”

a.   On the other hand, there was one thing that Paul was definitely in the service of the Lord for, and that was the spiritual production of divine good by believers, who were positive to the teaching of the word of God and executing God’s will.

b.  Paul’s entire ministry can be characterized by the desire of believers to:


(1)  learn doctrine,


(2)  believe doctrine,


(3)  make that doctrine a part of their values,


(4)  and then act in virtue based upon that doctrine.


c.  The result of doing these things is the production of the will of God or divine good in the spiritual life of the Church Age believer.


d.  Paul wanted believers to learn and execute the will of God by inculcation of the word of God and obedience to the known will of God, which they were learning.


e.  By learning Bible doctrine and applying that doctrine through the use of their priesthood in prevailing prayer, the use of their ambassadorship in evangelizing others, the application of doctrine through the use of God’s problem solving devices, and the function of their spiritual gift, believers would grow in grace, execute the spiritual life, do the will of God, and produce divine good.

f.  Paul wanted believers to grow up spiritually rather than make a lot of money off of teaching the word of God.  The word of God is free to anyone who wants to learn it.  It is evil for any person to place a cost on the word of God, especially a man in the service of the Lord.


g.  Paul knew that for him or anyone else to do such a thing would mean the state of perpetual carnality resulting in death; that is, maximum divine punishment (1 Jn 5:16).


h.  Paul didn’t want money; he wanted to understand the word of God himself, so that he could teach others.  Paul didn’t want money; he wanted others to understand the word of God and grow up spiritually.  Paul didn’t need the money.  He had the source of the riches of the glory of God.  He had a permanent, unbreakable relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, the creator of all things.


i.  If Paul really needed money, the Lord would have buried him in gold until he couldn’t count it all.  But Paul, like us, didn’t need money; he needed the word of God, which is alive and powerful (Heb 4:12) and able to save your soul (Jam 1:21).
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