Philippians 4:16



- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” with the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular proper noun THESSALONIKĒ, meaning “in Thessalonica.”
“because even in Thessalonica”
- is the Attic Greek correlative use of the conjunction KAI with itself, meaning “both…and.”  With this we have the adverbs of degree HAPAX, meaning “once” and then DIS, meaning “twice.”  Literally this says “both once and twice,” but this is an idiom, meaning “again and again, more than once = several times, Phil 4:16; 1 Thes 2:18.”
  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular article and noun CHREIA, which means “that which is lacking and needed, need, lack, want, difficulty of livelihood Eph 4:28; have no lack of anything Rev 3:17; supply someone’s need(s) Phil 4:19.”
   With this we have the dative of advantage from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “for me.”  Literally this says, “for the purpose of the need for me.”  In Modern English we say “for my needs.”  Finally, we have the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PEMPW, which means “to send: you sent.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which states a past historical fact.


The active voice indicates that the Philippians produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.
The implication here is that the Philippian believers sent [a monetary offering] more than once for Paul’s needs.
“you sent [an offering] more than once for my needs.”
Phil 4:16 corrected translation
“because even in Thessalonica you sent [an offering] more than once for my needs.”
Explanation:
1.  “because even in Thessalonica”

a.  The complete sentence reads: “Moreover you yourselves also know, Philippians, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, not one church contributed to me in the matter of giving and receiving except only you, because even in Thessalonica you sent [an offering] more than once for my needs.”

b.  After leaving Philippi, Paul went to Thessalonica and established a church there.  He was supported financially by the Philippians from the beginning of his ministry in Macedonia.

c.  This shows the genuine gratitude the Philippians had for Paul’s ministry to them, as well as their understanding of the importance of the continued need for doctrinal teaching in their spiritual life.


d.  There was no jealousy on the part of the Philippians that Paul was going to other places to spread the gospel.  They understood that they could still be a part of Paul’s ministry by supporting him even in other cities.

2.  “you sent [an offering] more than once for my needs.”

a.  The Philippians provided for the financial support of Paul on more than one occasion.  They recognized the need for continued financial support of his ministry, just as they recognized the need for the continued teaching of the word of God.

b.  It would have been easy for the Philippians to give once to Paul’s support and to think that they had done enough.

c.  But the Philippians were not token supporters of Paul and his team.  They wanted to be genuine partners with him in the support and spread of the message of the gospel and the teaching of Church Age doctrine.


d.  Therefore, they made sure that Paul’s material needs would be supported as much as they were able to do so as an expression of their love, grace, and appreciation for what the Lord had provided for them.

e.  There was no greed on the part of Paul, just gratitude.  There was no need for approbation on the part of the Philippians, just gratitude.  Both Paul and the Philippians were motivated by their mutual love of Jesus Christ and wanted to do the honorable thing in supporting the work of the Lord.


f.  Paul never asked for their support, but the Lord knew his needs and provided them.  The Philippians never asked Paul to do anything special for them because of their financial gifts to him, but the Lord knew their needs and provided for them.


g.  Paul had a grace policy in receiving the offerings from the Philippians, just as the Philippians had a grace policy in giving to Paul.


h.  The Lord motivated the Philippians to give and the Lord motivated Paul to receive their gifts in grace.


i.  Grace and gratitude combined in the souls of both Paul and the Philippians to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ, establishing a wonderful grace policy for all of us to follow.
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