Philippians 4:10



- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which is translated “Now” and used to shift the reader off the main line of thought to another line of thought or to introduce background information or to introduce parenthetical material.  It can then be used to shift the reader back again to the previous line of thought.  With this we have the first person singular aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb CHAIRW, which means “rejoice, to be happy; to receive happiness.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers all Paul’s happiness related to the Philippian believers into a single whole and regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The deponent passive voice is passive in form, but active in meaning—Paul producing the action of receiving happiness.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, which means “by agency of the Lord.”  With this we have the adverb of degree MEGALWS, which means “greatly, very much, tremendous.”
“Now I have received tremendous happiness by agency of the Lord,”
- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  This is followed by the adverb of culmination with the adverb of time POTE, meaning “now at last or at length as in the phrase  ‘whether now at last I may perhaps succeed in coming’ Rom 1:10.”
  Then we have the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb ANATHALLW, which means “to cause to be in a state, identical with a previous state, cause to grow/bloom again: you have revived your care for me.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of the entirety of the action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that the Philippian church has produced this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular articular present active infinitive from the verb PHRONEW, which means “to think about: thinking.”

The article is used as a second person personal pronoun “your.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the Philippian believers are the subject producing the action.


The infinitive is used as a substantive and direct object of the verb ANATHALLW.  It is translated “your thinking.”
With this we have the preposition HUPER plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “about or concerning me” and referring to Paul.
“because now at last you have revived your thinking about me;”
- is the preposition EPI plus the instrumental of cause from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, which means “because of which” or “for which” and refers back to the main subject at the beginning of the verse—Paul’s happiness.  This is followed by the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “indeed” with the second person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb PHRONEW, which means “to think: you were thinking.”

The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect, which depicts an act as having continued as a prolonged action in the past over a period of time up to some undefined point.


The active voice indicates that the Philippian believers kept on producing the action of thinking about Paul objectively in the past.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what the Philippian believers had been doing.

Then we have the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the second person plural imperfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb AKAIREOMAI, which means “to lack an opportune time for doing something, have no opportunity, have no time; you had no opportunity to show your love to me Phil 4:10.”


The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect (see above).


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—the Philippian church producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“because of which indeed you were thinking, but you had no opportunity.”
Phil 4:10 corrected translation
“Now I have received tremendous happiness by agency of the Lord, because now at last you have revived your thinking about me; because of which indeed you were thinking, but you had no opportunity.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now I have received tremendous happiness by agency of the Lord,”

a.  Paul transitions to a new thought, one which is of a personal nature regarding his relationship with the believers in Philippi.

b.  Paul informs them that God has shared His happiness with Paul once again.  This is the sign that Paul has completely recovered from carnality and reversionism as a part of his spiritual advance.



(1)  It took several months for Paul to go into reversionism and completely reject the will of God.



(2)  It took several years for his complete spiritual recovery.


c.  But now that Paul has recovered, He is occupied with Christ, and the Lord Jesus Christ is the agent by whom the happiness of God is shared with Paul.


d.  God has designed a plan whereby our happiness increases throughout our spiritual life.



(1)  We received the first taste of this happiness when we first believed in Christ.  This is why new believers are so enthusiastic for the Lord.  They have a genuine happiness from God that really motivates them to get going in the spiritual life.



(2)  We receive our next installment of this happiness when we begin learning the word of God and realize all that God has really done for us in grace.


(3)  We receive our next installment of this happiness when we face providential preventative suffering and past these tests (from people, systems, thoughts, and disasters).



(4)  Our next installment of happiness is after we reach a personal sense of destiny at the point of spiritual self-confidence.



(5)  Then we receive another installment of happiness after passing each momentum test that God gives us.  This is when God intensifies sharing His happiness with us.



(6)  The next installment of happiness is during and after passing evidence testing.


(7)  Then we have another installment of God’s happiness while we are dying and looking forward to being absent from the body and at home with the Lord.



(8)  There is another installment of happiness when we receive our resurrection body.



(9)  There is a final installment of happiness at the Evaluation Throne of Christ, when we receive our blessings for eternity.



(10)  Ultimately, there are continuous installments of happiness forever in the new heavens and new earth.


e.  Paul has received tremendous happiness from the Lord because he is now once again obedient to the Lord.  When we do what God wants, God shares His happiness with us.


f.  Paul’s happiness was not dependent on his circumstances of life.  He was still a prisoner.

g.  His happiness was not dependent on the other people in life, but upon one person—the Lord Jesus Christ.  However, the Philippians have done something from their own free will, which Paul now describes that caused an increase in his happiness, because it was related to their positive volition to the word of God and his.

2.  “because now at last you have revived your thinking about me;”

a.  The Philippians made a gesture toward Paul of providing him fantastic financial support.  So much so that he would never lack for money for the rest of his life.

b.  But it wasn’t the money that made him happy; it was the concern for his welfare, the thoughtfulness, and the graciousness behind the gift that made Paul so happy.

c.  The Philippians had learned the importance of personal love for God, personal love for the brethren, and unconditional virtuous love toward all mankind.  Then they put these principles into operation, and did so in the case of Paul.


d.  The Philippians had always thought about Paul and his needs before this occasion, and had contributed to his ministry before.  But when Paul went into Christian degeneracy there was nothing they could do for him, since he was under divine discipline.


e.  We cannot do anything for those in divine discipline.  Our graciousness and thoughtfulness is wasted on them, because in reversionism and degeneracy they are preoccupied with self.

f.  Paul had to go through a couple of tough years and recover from his reversionism before God would permit the Philippians to support him again.  But when God opened up the flood gates, the blessing to Paul was overwhelming.  He received a tremendous amount of financial support from the Philippians, but more than that he received a tremendous amount of personal love from the Philippians.


g.  The words “now at last” indicate that the period of Paul’s discipline is finally over.  A superabundance of spiritual blessings for time are flowing to him again.  The result of these spiritual blessings are the prison epistles (Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, and Philemon).

h.  Note that Paul was not amazed by the money but amazed by the revived thinking of the Philippians toward him.  This thinking meant that:



(1)  The Philippians were still positive to the word of God, which made Paul happy.



(2)  They were still willing and able to apply that doctrine, which made Paul happy.



(3)  They still loved Paul, even after he had made the biggest mistake of his life, which couldn’t help but indicate to him that if the Philippians could love him, how much greater was God’s eternal love for him.  That certainly made him happy.



(4)  The Philippians still wanted to learn doctrine and wanted Paul to come and be the one to teach them again.  Having an opportunity to communicate the word of God again made Paul happy.


i.  During Paul’s reversionism the Philippians in effect had to put Paul “out of their mind.”  They couldn’t think about him, because there was no guarantee that he would ever get over himself and recover his humility.  But once he got over himself, recovered his humility and the Philippians heard about it, they immediately put their doctrine into action and provided exceedingly abundantly beyond all Paul could have asked or even imagined.


j.  The most important thinking the Philippians revived was that Paul was their apostle and they needed him to teach them greater doctrines that would be in the word of God.  And Paul would do this not in person, but by writing the letters to the Ephesians and Colossians and to them.
3.  “because of which indeed you were thinking, but you had no opportunity.”

a.  In reality, the Philippians never put Paul out of their mind.  They couldn’t forget the greatest Bible teacher they had ever heard.  They couldn’t forget their spiritual father.

b.  The Philippians always thought about helping and providing for Paul, but there was nothing they could do about it.

c.  They couldn’t send Paul any money, because Felix and Festus were waiting for a monetary bribe from Paul while he was in prison in Caesarea.


d.  All the Philippians could do for Paul was pray for him, and wait for the discipline to end.


e.  God shut all the doors for opportunity to help Paul while he was under divine discipline, just as God shuts all the doors for help, blessing, and prosperity to our friends and loved ones, who are under divine discipline.  They still get blessed because of blessing by association, but this is not the same as their own direct blessings for time.


f.  God provides the opportunities for us to bless others and turns those opportunities off.  The same is true with regard to ourselves.  When the opportunity to receive blessing is turned off by God, there is nothing we can do for ourselves except rebound, learn doctrine, and obey God.  When the opportunity is turned on by God, then God motivates others to be a blessing to us.

g.  God motivated the Philippians to be a blessing to Paul, just as God motivates those who love and think about us to be a blessing to us.


h.  Paul had tremendous appreciation for the grace of the Philippians in thinking about him and providing for him, we should do no less in our gratitude toward God and others who love us and provide so much for us.
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