Philippians 3:2



- is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb BLEPW, which means:

“to be ready to learn about future dangers or needs, with the implication of preparedness to respond appropriately—’to beware of, to watch out for, to pay attention to.’”


“be ready to learn about something that is needed or is hazardous, Beware of, Mk 13:9; Phil 3:2; 2 Jn 8; Mt 24:4; Mk 13:5; Lk 21:8; Acts 13:40; 1 Cor 8:9; 10:12; Gal 5:15; Heb 12:25, Col 2:8; beware of the leaven of the Pharisees Mk 8:15; of the scribes 12:38.”


The present tense is a progressive present, which emphasizes that this action is to take place throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that each believer is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative masculine plural direct object from the article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those” and the noun KUWN, meaning “dogs.”
“Beware of those dogs;”
- is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb BLEPW, which means: “to beware of, to watch out for, to pay attention to.”

The present tense is a progressive present, which emphasizes that this action is to take place throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that each believer is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article, used again as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those” and the adjective KAKOS, meaning “evil” with the noun ERGATĒS, meaning “workers, laborers.”  It is used here figuratively of false teachers.

“beware of those evil workers;”
- is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb BLEPW, which means: “to beware of; to watch out for; to pay attention to.”

The present tense is a progressive present, which emphasizes that this action is to take place throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that each believer is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article, used again as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “that” and the noun KATATOMĒ, meaning “mutilation, cutting in pieces, to denote those for whom circumcision results in (spiritual) destruction.”

“beware of that mutilation [circumcision].”
Phil 3:2 corrected translation
“Beware of those dogs; beware of those evil workers; beware of that mutilation [circumcision].”
Explanation:
1.  “Beware of those dogs,”

a.  Paul continues with three warnings to the Philippians and to us as well.

b.  The first warning is to beware of one of Satan’s systems of thinking, which can be labeled as the arrogance of antagonism.



(1)  There are two cosmic systems of satanic thinking: cosmic one and cosmic two.  The cosmic system is Satan’s strategy as the ruler of this world to control people.  It is His policy for the rulership of this world.  Satan’s cosmic system is composed of two separate spheres of power.




(a)  Cosmic one is Satan’s exploitation of people through their own arrogance.  This is his means of controlling the human race.  Satan invented arrogance; for arrogance was his original sin.




(b)  Cosmic two is Satan’s propaganda and indoctrination to educate and promote antagonism toward anything related to God, especially the grace and love of God.



(2)  Cosmic one represents Satan’s attitude at the time of his prehistoric fall.  Cosmic two represents Satan’s attitude at the time of Adam’s fall in the Garden of Eden.  What was his attitude?  ‘I will do anything to oppose God.’


(3)  Cosmic one emphasizes arrogance and abnormal preoccupation with self.  Cosmic two emphasizes antagonism and intolerance toward the plan, purpose, and will of God, as well as toward all Christians executing it.



(4)  Cosmic one is Satan’s philosophy in the prehistoric angelic conflict.  Cosmic two is Satan’s philosophy in human history as the ruler of this world.



(5)  The target of cosmic one is self; the target of cosmic two is the word of God or Bible doctrine.  In cosmic one, we destroy ourselves.  In cosmic two, we become antagonistic toward what the word of God says.


(6)  In order for Satan to rule, he must produce two factors.




(a)  Self related to arrogance; and therefore, self divorced from the reality of God’s plan.




(b)  Antagonism toward Bible doctrine.



(7)  Cosmic one emphasizes self in contrast to God.  Cosmic two emphasizes the human viewpoint of psychological living in contrast to the divine viewpoint of spiritual living.


c.  Our Lord warned against those living in cosmic two in Mt 7:6, “Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before swine, or they will trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.”  These dogs are antagonistic to Bible doctrine.  They hate God and they hate the word of God.

d.  Both believers and unbelievers can live in cosmic two and be haters of God.



(1)  The fact unbelievers in cosmic two hate God is found in:




(a)  Jn 15:18, “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.”



(b)  Jn 15:24, “If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have both seen and hated Me and My Father as well.”



(c)  Jn 15:25, “But they have done this to fulfill the word that is written in their Law, ‘They hated Me without a cause.’”



(d)  Rom 1:28-30, “Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to have God in full knowledge, God delivered them over to a degenerate pattern of thinking to do what is not proper, being filled with all wrongdoing, wickedness, greed, depravity, full of envy, murder, strife [enjoy causing trouble], deceit, malice, gossipers, slanderers, haters of God, insolent (rude and disrespectful), arrogant, braggarts, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,”


(2)  The fact that believers can live in cosmic two and be haters of God is found in 2 Tim 3:2ff, “For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; avoid such men as these. …always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.  …(verse 13) But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.”

e.  The emphasis in our verse is on unbelievers.  A similar analogy is used in Rev 22:15, “Outside are the dogs, that is, the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.”
2.  “beware of those evil workers;”

a.  Paul echoes this same warning in:



(1)  2 Tim 3:5, “holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; avoid such men as these.”


(2)  2 Cor 11:13-15, “Because such men are pseudo-apostles, dishonest workmen, attempting to transform themselves into apostles of Christ.  And this should come as no surprise.  For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.  Therefore, it is not a surprising thing that his servants also transform themselves as servants of righteousness, is it?  No, of course not.  Whose end will be on the basis of their works.”

b.  This warning is concerning both believers and unbelievers who work in the church and pass themselves off as great Christians living the spiritual life, when in fact they are caught up in cosmic system number one under self-righteous arrogance.  These evil workers are in the arrogance of self-righteousness as a part of cosmic one.

c.  We are commanded to avoid self-righteous believers and unbelievers living in cosmic one.  Therefore, we have to understand their characteristics and beliefs.

3.  “beware of that mutilation [circumcision].”

a.  This is a reference to the Jewish believers from Jerusalem, called Judaizers, who followed Paul everywhere he went and taught that the Mosaic Law had to be kept in order to live the spiritual life of the Church.

b.  The letter to the Galatians was the primary warning against these false teachers.

c.  Their main doctrine was that in order to be saved a person had to be circumcised.  This is referred to by Paul here as “the mutilation.”

d.  Gal 2:3-5, “But not even Titus, who was with me, although he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.  But because of the secretly brought in false brethren, who snuck in to spy upon our freedom which we have in Christ Jesus, in order that they might enslave us.  Not even for an hour did we yield in subordination to them, in order that the reality of the gospel might continue with regard to you.”

e.  Gal 2:12-16, “For prior to certain men coming from James, he [Peter] used to eat with the Gentiles.  But when they came, he began to withdraw and separate himself, fearing those out from the circumcision [the Jews from Jerusalem].  In fact the other Jews [Jewish believers] joined him [Peter] in playing the hypocrite, so that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy.  But when I saw that they were not acting straightforward with reference to the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of everyone, ‘If you, though being a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how dare you force the Gentiles to live according to Jewish customs.’  We are by nature Jews and not sinners from the Gentiles.  Furthermore we know that mankind is not justified by means of the works of the Law unless [he is justified] through faith in Jesus Christ, and so we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by means of the works of the Law, since by the works of the Law not any flesh will be justified.”

f.  Gal 5:1-15, “In the sphere of freedom Christ has set us free.  Therefore stand fast and do not again become entangled in the yoke of slavery. Pay attention!  I, Paul, am telling you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will profit you in nothing.  Moreover I testify again to every man who receives circumcision that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.  You have been estranged from Christ, whoever is attempting to be justified by the Law.  You have drifted off course from grace.  For because of the Spirit we eagerly await the expectation of righteousness by means of doctrine.  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision has power for anything nor uncircumcision, but doctrine operating through virtue-love.  You had been running well.  Who hindered you, so that you are not obeying the truth?  This persuasion is not from the One who has called you.  A little yeast ferments all the dough.  I am confident in you because of the Lord that you will think no other thing.  But the one who is perplexing you will carry his judgment, whoever he might be.  But I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted?  As a result the offense of the Cross has ceased.  I wish that the ones who are agitating you would also castrate themselves.  For you were called into the sphere of freedom, brethren.  Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through virtue-love serve one another.  For the entire Law is fulfilled by means of one doctrine, by this: ‘You will love your fellow man as yourself.’  But if you bite and destroy one another [like a pack of dogs], and you do, see to it that you are not consumed by one another.”
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