Philippians 3:18



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and explaining why the Philippian believers should be on the look out for those communicators of the word of God who keep on living the spiritual life according to the example provided by Paul, Timothy, and others.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many” and used as a substantive referring to many men, who claim to be communicators of the word of God.  This applies to believers in general just as much as it applies to those who present themselves as communicators of God’s word.  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk” and is used figuratively for the manner in which a person lives their life.

The present tense is a progressive present, which presents the action as continuing at the time Paul is writing with the implication that there is not going to be any change in how they live their life.


The active voice indicates that those who reject, distort, use, and attempt to profit from the word of God produce the action of living their lives as enemies of God.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“For many keep walking,”
- is the adverbial accusative of general reference from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “with reference to whom” or “concerning whom” or “about whom.”  Then we have the adverb of degree POLLAKIS, which means “many times, often, frequently Rom 1:13; 2 Cor 11:23, 26, 27; Phil 3:18; 2 Tim 1:16.”
  This is followed by the first person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to inform about or tell of something, speak, report; bring a report about someone to someone Mk 1:30; 8:30; Phil 3:18.”


The imperfect tense is an iterative imperfect, which emphasizes the repetition of action in the past.


The active voice indicates that Paul repeatedly produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Philippian believers.
“concerning whom I have told you many times,”
- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and” with the adverb of time NUN, meaning “now” followed by the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even.”  Then we have the nominative first person masculine singular present active participle from the verb KLAIW, which means “weep, cry as an expression of any feeling of sadness, care, or anxiety I say with tears Phil 3:18.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action.


The participle is a modal participle or “participle of manner, which indicates the manner in which the action of the finite verb is carried out.  There is much confusion between this participle and the participle of means.  The reason is that both answer the question, How?  The participle of manner refers to the emotion (or sometimes attitude) that accompanies the main verb.  In this sense, it “adds color” to the story.  It could appropriately be called the participle of style.”

Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to tell: I continue telling.”


The present tense is a descriptive and durative present, which describes a continuing action in present time.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“and now I continue telling even with weeping,”
 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective ECHTHROS, used as a substantive and meaning “hostile, hating” but as a substantive it means “enemies.”  With this we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun STAUROS, meaning “of the cross.”  The objective genitive is used when the noun in the genitive case (stauros) receives the action (being hated) implied in the noun of action (echthros).  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ” in the sense of belonging to Christ.  There is no verb here.  It is deliberately omitted (ellipsis) for dramatic affect.  Literally this says: “I continue saying even weeping—the enemies of the cross of Christ.”  In English we can deduce logically what Paul was trying to say, namely “that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ.”  However, by doing this we lose the emotional drama that grips his mind.  The very thought of what these believers have done to themselves is so awful to him that words fail him.  We would say that he was too choked up to speak.
“—the enemies of the cross of Christ,”
Phil 3:18 corrected translation
“For many keep walking, concerning whom I have told you many times, and now I continue telling even with weeping,—the enemies of the cross of Christ,”
Explanation:
1.  “For many keep walking,”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation of why the Philippian believers should keep looking for communicators of doctrine who follow the pattern and example of Paul, Timothy, and others like them.

b.  The Philippians should keep an eye out for those who are following the plan of God for Church Age pastor-teachers because there are many “communicators” or “pastors” or “elders” or “ministers” who are living an entirely different spiritual life than what God planned for them.

c.  The “many” here are false teachers.



(1)  They are communicators of their own word, but not God’s Word.



(2)  They are evangelists for the cosmic system, but not for the spiritual life.



(3)  They are wolves in sheep’s clothing, who worm their way into the local church to destroy the truth of the word of God with their own human belief system.  Mt 7:15; Jude 1:4, “For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”


(4)  They “pay attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons; they are hypocrites and liars, without a conscience, forbidding marriage, and advocating abstaining from foods (such as meat), which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth.”  1 Tim 4:1ff.



(5)  They are false prophets.




(a)  1 Jn 4:1, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”



(b)  2 Pet 2:1, “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.”  The correct translation of this verse is: “who to be sure will bring in secretly opinions of destruction,”




i.  This is a reference to false doctrine; that is, the doctrine of demons, which leads to the state of sinfulness resulting in physical death.





ii.  False teachers do not teach the doctrines of the word of God, but their own opinions.





iii.  These opinions produce destruction of the believer’s norms and standards, values, virtues, spiritual life, and finally his or her physical life.





iv.  False prophets don’t tell you that what they believe is their own opinion.  They make you think that what they are saying is really a part of the word of God or at least a part of what God the Holy Spirit has revealed especially to them as additional information not contained in the word of God (Mormonism).  Therefore, in this sense they are “secretly” introducing their lies, deception, and ideas, which they want you to accept no matter what.  To them the end justifies the means.  As long as you believe what they believe, it doesn’t matter what lie has to be told.  This is the essence of political liberalism and all social action movements.


(6)  False prophets in the NT include: Simon the sorcerer, Acts 8:9-11; Judaizing Christians, Acts 15:1; Gal 3-6; Diotrephes, 3 Jn 9; Elymas, Acts 13:6-11; Hymenaeus, 1 Tim 1:20; 2 Tim 2:17; Philetus, 2 Tim 2:17-18.
2.  “concerning whom I have told you many times, and now I continue telling even with weeping,”

a.  Paul has warned the Philippians about these false pastor-teachers many times in the past and will continue to do so now and in the future.  The many times in the past refer to the daily teaching of the word of God provided for the Philippians, while living with them.  Repetition of the danger of false teachers is critical, lest we forget that there is a real and present danger.


b.  It is never boring for the true pastor to warn his congregation about the dangers of false pastors.  It is his duty and responsibility to do so, and to do so repeatedly.  Therefore, Paul tells them again right now in this letter, so that it becomes a permanent part of the eternal word of God.


c.  However, the fact that there are believers who are false teachers of the wonderful word of God is almost too much for Paul to bear.  This is because he knows that these false teachers have sat under the ministry of pastors like Paul, Peter, James, John, James the Lord’s half brother, Jude, Matthew, Timothy, Titus, and others.  And yet they learned nothing about God’s love for them and have no love for God.


d.  These false teachers never developed any reciprocal love for God.  They have no unconditional virtue-love for others.  They are preoccupied with self, full of their own self-importance, and greedy for financial profit at the expense of their “congregations.”

e.  These false ministers tell people what they want to hear, and indoctrinate them with human viewpoint systems of thinking as a part of the doctrine of demons.


f.  They are false teachers and their end is the destruction of their own spiritual life along with their blessings for time and eternity.  They cannot lose their salvation because they are believers in Christ.  However, they are in moral and immoral degeneracy and reversionism.

3.  “—the enemies of the cross of Christ,”

a.  Paul is so distraught by the thought of these believers that he can barely get the words out.  You can just see him fighting back tears, with a lump in his throat, and all he can do is say the most horrible reality about them – they are the enemies of the cross of Christ.

b.  The unbeliever is the enemy of God:



(1)  Rom 5:10, “For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by means of the death of His Son [and we were], much more, having been reconciled, we shall be delivered by means of His life.”


(2)  Col 1:21, “Furthermore, you were formerly alienated and hostile in your attitude because of your degenerate deeds.”

c.  We are not to regard reversionistic or negative believers as our enemies, 2 Thes 3:14-15, “Furthermore, if anyone does not obey our command through this letter, make a note to yourself concerning this one not to associate with him in order that he might be made ashamed.  And yet do not regard [them] as an enemy but warn [them] as a fellow believer.”

d.  The believer in rejection of the love of God (reversionism) is also the enemy of God, Jam 4:4, “You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world [Satan’s cosmic system] is hostility toward God?  Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.”

e.  The word picture “the enemy of the cross” is not literal, since we cannot be the enemy of an inanimate object.  Therefore, the phrase “the cross” is used figuratively here.  The figure is the message of the cross, the idea or concept of the cross; that is, the concept of eternal salvation and relationship with God based upon believing that Jesus Christ died spiritually for our sins.


f.  This is exactly what the Jewish unbelievers could not accept.  They could not accept the fact that the Messiah came and died spiritually on a cross for their sins.  That was heresy, a disgrace, and an embarrassment to them.


g.  But this is also what legalistic Christians could not accept.  They could not accept the fact that perfect, eternal God could or would have anything to do with our sins.


h.  The result was a lot of false teachers, both unbelievers and believers, who rejected the simple message of the cross that salvation was through faith alone in Christ alone, totally apart from a person’s good works.  By rejecting this message, they rejected the cross.


i.  By rejecting the cross, they rejected the love of God, which was demonstrated at the cross, Rom 5:8, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died [spiritually] as a substitute for us.”

j.  By rejecting the love of God demonstrated at the cross, these believers entered into reversionism or Christian degeneracy.

4.  The Concept of Christian Degeneracy or Reversionism.


a.  This is the antithesis of being an invisible spiritual hero.


b.  Everything that is worthwhile and valuable in life is rejected; everything that is useless and nonsense is accepted.  Prolonged residence in Satan’s systems of thinking causes a complete reversal of all mandates, all priorities, and all norms and standards related to the plan of God.


c.  Christian degeneracy reaches its peak in reversionism.  The believer in reversionism cannot be distinguished in any way from an unbeliever, though he cannot lose his salvation.


d.  In reversionism, degeneracy is defined as decline from the normal standards of the plan of God.  Therefore, the believer retrogresses and totally reverts from the divine standards found in the word of God.



(1)  The believer in moral degeneracy declines from the normal standards of God’s plan, and sinks into sub-normal standards of legalism and self-destruction.  



(2)  The believer in immoral degeneracy declines from the normal standards of God’s plan, and sinks into the sub-normal standards of antinomianism.



(3)  “Reversionism” means to face in the opposite direction either spiritually, mentally or physically from what God demands of us.

e.  Reversionism is an inverted position of degeneracy by the reversal of objects.  Bonafide objects of love and priorities which include doctrine, personal love for God the Father, occupation with Christ, having a pastor, a right spouse, and right friends are all reversed.  In reverse process reversionism, pseudo-love objects replace biblical priorities.


f.  The believer reverses the objects of his love, attention, concentration, and priorities.  Reversionism is characterized by the reversal of love objects.  Rev 2:4-5 describes this as “leaving your first love.”  “But I hold this against you [believers], for you have abandoned your first love.  Therefore, recall to mind from where you have fallen, and change your mind [rebound], and execute the most important production [execution of the plan of God].  Otherwise, I am coming to you, and I will remove your lamp stand [dying discipline].”


(1)  The first love refers to the Lord Jesus Christ as both the living Word and the written Word or doctrine.



(2)  Reversionism leaves a true object and gravitates toward a pseudo-love object.  The believer in reversionism rejects everything related to true love and God.  His standards are antithetical to those of Bible doctrine.


(3)  He seeks his own personal glory instead of the glory of God.  He seeks any false lover instead of his or her right partner.  He seeks anyone who can help him or that he can use, instead of true friends.



(4)  He has a total reversal of all true objects of love.


g.  Christian degeneracy blots out and reverses all of the mandates, all of the norms and standards, and all of the doctrinal understanding of three Biblical categories.



(1)  The laws of divine establishment: volition, marriage, family, and nationalism.



(2)  Salvation by grace through faith.



(3)  The plan of God for the Church Age.


h.  Seven characteristics of reversionism.



(1)  Prolonged residence in Satan’s cosmic system is the inevitable result of unchecked carnality, which is parlayed into reversionism.



(2)  The believer in this stage is described in several ways.

 


(a)  The enemy of God, Jam 4:4.




(b)  The enemy of the cross, Phil 3:18.




(c)  A hater of God, Jn 15:23.




(d)  In spiritual schizophrenia, “double-minded,” Jam 4:8.




(e)  Anti or against Christ, 1 Jn 2:18, 22, 4:3; 2 Jn 7.




(f)  Disciple of the devil, 1 Jn 3:8, 10.



(3)  Reversionism is a status quo of unrestrained and perpetual sinfulness, carnality, and extensive involvement in satanic thinking.  This believer is brainwashed by satanic propaganda.



(4)  The manifestations of reversionism are many.  The believer branches out into the various categories of reversionistic activity or carnality.



(a)  Legalistic carnality or legalism, Col 2:16-18; Heb 5:11-6:16.




(b)  Sexual carnality or antinomianism, 2 Cor 12:21; Eph 4:19, 5:5; Col 3:5; Rev 2:14, 20-23.




(c)  Ascetic carnality is characterized by self-sacrifice and the monk syndrome, 1 Tim 4:5.




(d)  Mental attitude and locked-in arrogance, 1 Tim 6:4, 17.




(e)  Monetary carnality, Jas 4:13-14, 5:1-6; Rev 3:14-20; Eccl 5:10-16.




(f)  Drug addiction and alcoholic carnality, Isa 28:1, 7-9; Gal 5:20.




(g)  Anti-establishment carnality is seen in those who reject such establishment principles as free enterprise, freedom through military victory, the divine institutions of family, home, and the true function of government.  Such believers do not understand that freedom without authority is anarchy, and that authority without freedom is tyranny, Rom 1:18-32.




(h)  Verbal carnality, Jam 5:9, 12.




(i)  Psychotic carnality, 2 Pet 2:15-19.




(j)  National reversionism, Hos 4:1-6.
The “enemies of the cross of Christ” were these reversionistic Christians living throughout the Roman Empire, who had rejected Paul’s message of grace and would suffer the fifth cycle of discipline and the sin unto death for their reversionism.  Knowing this made it so difficult for Paul to even write these words.
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