Philippians 3:17



- is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun SUMMIMĒTĒS, which means “one who joins others as an imitator, fellow-imitator, (or co-imitators, or joint imitators) with the objective genitive following: join (with the others) in following my example Phil 3:17.”
  This is the only use of this word in Scripture.  Then we have the objective genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of me” and referring to Paul.  As the objective genitive Paul receives the action of being imitated.  (This cannot be the genitive of association “with me,” since that is only expressed by the preposition META with the genitive.  In addition, the last statement of this verse Paul says “just as you have us (Paul & Timothy) for a pattern,” which establishes who the Philippians are to imitate.  Then we have the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.  The present tense suggests that this can and should be accomplished now.  There is no need to wait.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning, the mature Philippian believers and other mature believers throughout the Church Age are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the vocative masculine plural noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brothers, brethren,” and used by Paul as a technical Church Age term for fellow-members of the royal family of God.
“Brethren, be co-imitators of me,”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the second person plural present active imperative from the verb SKOPEW, which means “to pay careful attention to, look (out) for, notice carefully with accusative of person or thing someone or something: ‘notice those who conduct themselves thus; i.e. in order to imitate them Phil 3:17.”


The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.  The present tense suggests that this can and should be accomplished now.  There is no need to wait.


The active voice indicates that the mature Philippian believers and other mature believers throughout the Church Age are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
Then we have the accusative masculine plural direct object from the articular masculine plural present active participle from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk.”

The article is used as a demonstrative/relative pronoun “those who.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that certain other communicators of doctrine produce the action of conducting their spiritual life, applying Bible doctrine, and using their spiritual gift in a certain manner.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “in this manner, as follows” and referring to what follows in the context.

“and notice carefully those who continue walking in this manner:”
- is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, which means “just as” with the second person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning “you have.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that the Philippian believers (and others) produce the action of having Paul and Timothy as examples.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the double accusative of object-complement.  The complement object comes from the masculine singular noun TUPOS, meaning “an example, pattern 1 Tim 4:12; Phil 3:17; 1 Thes 1:7; 2 Thes 3:9; Tit 2:7; 1 Pet 5:3.”
  Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us” and referring to Paul and Timothy (as per Phil 1:1).
“just as you have us as a pattern.”
Phil 3:17 corrected translation
“Brethren, be co-imitators of me, and notice carefully those who continue walking in this manner: just as you have us as a pattern.”
Explanation:
1.  “Brethren, be co-imitators of me,”

a.  Paul now addresses all those in the congregation, both mature believers and growing believers.

b.  Paul gives them another command, which is not the harsh command of a drill sergeant to new soldiers, but a commander talking to his subordinate leaders giving them guidance on his intent in the upcoming operation.


c.  Paul’s desire is that they imitate him in his attitude toward the word of God and lifelong commitment to learning and applying Bible doctrine.


d.  We find similar commands in:



(1)  1 Cor 4:16, “Therefore I keep on encouraging all of you, become imitators of me.”


(2)  1 Cor 11:1, “Become imitators of me just as I also [am an imitator] of Christ.”


(3)  Phil 4:9, “The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.”


(4)  1 Pet 5:3, “nor because you rule over your portions, but become examples to the flock.”

e.  Throughout his ministry Paul encouraged, exhorted, appealed to his hearers to become imitators of himself.  Certainly he wanted them to believe in Christ as he had done, and he also wanted them to learn the new mystery doctrines of the Church Age as they had been revealed to him.  But he also wanted them to execute the will of God and live the spiritual life of the Church Age as well.

f.  In 3 Jn 11 we have a general admonition to not imitate the evil of others, “Beloved, do not follow [imitate] the evil, but the good [plan of God].  If anyone does good he is from God [in the sense of representing Him], if anyone does evil, he does not understand God.”

g.  In Heb 13:7 we are commanded to imitate the positive volition toward doctrine of those who speak the word of God to us,  “Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.”

h.  In Heb 6:11-12 we are told to imitate the positive volition and perseverance of mature believers, “And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and perseverance inherit the promises.”

i.  What does Paul mean, when he teaches the concept of being an imitator of someone else?



(1)  In 1 Thes 1:6-7 Paul uses the concept to illustrate how the Thessalonians imitated Paul in their persecution and suffering because of their faith in Christ, “Actually you have become imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the Word in much affliction with the happiness of the Holy Spirit, so that you have become an example to all believers in Macedonia and Achaia.”


(2)  Paul uses the concept of imitation in a general sense in 1 Thes 2:14 for the sufferings that all Christians share in common, “For you have become imitators, brethren, of the churches of God which are in Judea, because even you suffered the very same things by your own fellow countrymen just as also those same ones from the Jews,”


(3)  In 2 Thes 3:7-9, Paul offers himself and his co-workers as examples of working hard in the human realm, “For you yourselves know how it is necessary to imitate us, because we were not lazy among you.  We did not even eat bread as a free gift from anyone, but by hard work and labor working night and day for the purpose of not financially burdening any of you, not because we do not have the authority, but in order that we might give ourselves to you [as] an example to imitate us.”


(4)  In 1 Cor 10:31-11:1, Paul uses the concept of imitation of himself as an illustration that we should not do anything in life that would keep another person from believing in Christ, “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God; just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit but the profit of the many, so that they may be saved.  Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.”  This context does not teach that we are to imitate Paul in everything that he did or did not do in life.  It is a very pointed imitation.  We are to imitate Paul in trying to do everything we can to not offend others, so that they use our offending them as a reason to not believe in Christ.


j.  Phil 3:17.


(1)  At first glance it would appear that Paul is asking us to imitate him and Timothy in everything.  But this is not the case.



(2)  Paul wants the Philippians to imitate him and Timothy only in the area of the spiritual life, and this is very specific.



(3)  We are to imitate Paul in his faith in Christ.



(4)  We are to imitate Paul in his love of the word of God and positive volition when it is taught.



(5)  We are to imitate Paul in using the spiritual problem-solving devices in our advance to spiritual maturity.



(6)  We are to imitate Paul in forgetting what is behind and advancing toward what is ahead.



(7)  We are to imitate Paul in continuing objective divine viewpoint thinking.



(8)  We are to imitate Paul in using the recovery procedure when we fail.



(9)  We are to keep advancing in ranks by the same canon of Scripture—that is the imitation of Paul, which Paul desired from the Thessalonians, the Corinthians, the Romans, the Ephesians, and the Philippians.  He teaches the same concept in each epistle. 


k.  Therefore, for Paul the whole concept of imitation is summed up in one statement in his greatest epistle, Eph 5:1, “Therefore, become imitators of your God, as beloved children.”  The Lord Jesus Christ is our example.  It is He whom we are to imitate and not others.


l.  The only thing about other believers we should imitate is:



(1)  Their faith in Christ.



(2)  Their positive volition to doctrine.



(3)  Their spiritual growth and attainment of spiritual maturity.


(4)  Their immediate, willing, obedience to God.


(5)  Their reciprocal love for God and unconditional love for others.

2.  “and notice carefully those who continue walking in this manner: just as you have us as a pattern.”

a.  Paul continues with another command for believers to notice carefully communicators of doctrine who have the same kind of priorities and value system as Paul and Timothy.

b.  Paul realizes that he is not going to be on earth forever and that the Church Age is going to probably continue after he is gone.  Therefore, this is guidance to those left behind to pay attention to what kind of men they have as the pastor-teachers of their local churches.

c.  Jesus Christ is our example for how to live the spiritual life before God the Father.


d.  Paul, Timothy, Titus, and a few others are the examples of the leadership in the local church.


e.  Local congregations have to determine who their pastor will be.  They must evaluate and make the decision on what to look for in a pastor.  Paul’s guidance is to select someone who continues walking (that is, living their spiritual life) in the same manner or pattern that they have observed in the life of Paul and others like him.


f.  Therefore, what pattern did Paul establish for communicators of God’s word.



(1)  The pastor must believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal savior.



(2)  The pastor must love the Lord.




(a)  Lk 10:27, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”



(b)  Jn 21:17, “He said to him the third time, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love Me?’  Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, ‘Do you love Me?’  And he said to Him, ‘Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Tend My sheep.’”


(3)  The pastor must “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.” 2 Tim 2:15.


(4)  The pastor must be faithful in his study and teaching of the word of God, “The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also,” 2 Tim 2:2.


(5)  The pastor must have integrity, virtue, and the values of the word of God in his soul, “The Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth,” 2 Tim 2:24-25.

g.  Paul’s pattern was not one of sinless perfection, but one of total dedication to the word of God and the glorification of the Lord through the proclamation of that Word.
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