Philippians 3:10



- is the genitive neuter singular articular aorist active infinitive from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to come to know” in the sense of “acquiring information through some means so as to grasp the significance or meaning of something.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety and states the action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul has produced the action during his life as a believer.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, and is translated “that I may come to know.”
With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.
“that I may come to know Him”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DUNAMIS, meaning “the power.”  With this we have the genitive of product from the feminine singular article and noun ANASTASIS, with the possessive genitive from the third person singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “which produces His resurrection.”  In the genitive of product the genitive substantive (“resurrection”) is the product of the noun to which it stands related (“power”).  Examples of Paul’s usage of this kind of genitive are found in Rom 15:13, “the God of hope;” and Rom 15:33, “the God of peace.”
“and the power of His resurrection”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun KOINWNIA, meaning “the participation, sharing (with the genitive of the object) in something Phile 6; Phil 3:10.”
  With this we have the objective genitive from the neuter plural noun PATHĒMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “in His sufferings.”  The articles before each of these two nouns are not found in the best manuscripts (p46, the original of Aleph, and B), and are certainly scribal inclusions in an attempt to fix what they considered to be “poor Greek.”
“and participation in His sufferings,”
 - is the nominative in simple apposition from the first person masculine singular present passive participle from the verb SUMMORPHIZW, which means:


“to cause to be similar in form or style to something else, grant or invest with the same form as, passive voice: to be conformed to, take on the same form as =the style of Christ’s death; that is, to be like Christ in his death Phil 3:10.”


“to come to be similar in form to something else—’to share in having the likeness of, to take on the same form as, to become like;’ ‘to come to be similar in form to him in his death,’ ‘to come to be like him in his death’ or ‘to die in a manner similar to his death.’”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, progress, or result.

The passive voice indicates that Paul receives the action to taking on the same form of sufferings as our Lord.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the dative of reference from the masculine singular article and noun THANATOS with the possessive genitive of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “with reference to His death.”
“taking on the same form [of sufferings] with reference to His death,”
Phil 3:10 corrected translation
“that I may come to know Him and the power of His resurrection and participation in His sufferings, taking on the same form [of sufferings] with reference to His death,”
Explanation:
1.  “that I may come to know Him”

a.  The entire purpose clause, thus far reads: “in order that I may gain Christ, and that I may be found in Him, not having my own righteousness by the Law, but that righteousness which [is acquired] by means of faith in Christ, the righteousness from the source of God on the basis of faith, that I may come to know Him and the power of His resurrection and participation in His sufferings, taking on the same form [of sufferings] with reference to His death,”

b.  Paul wanted to gain a personal relationship with Christ in order that he might come to know Him.  This means to become a personal friend of someone, a trusted companion, a partner, and a very close associate with someone.


c.  There are many ways of expressing the thought here, and they all add up to the fact that there is a close relationship between two people who love and trust each other, who enjoy each other’s company, and think alike.  We call this friendship.  In order to have this kind of relationship with God, Paul recognized that it would be a process of learning.  Getting to know anyone is a process of learning.  Having a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ is no different.


d.  We begin to know Christ the moment God the Holy Spirit makes real to us what Christ did for us on the cross.  This is common grace and is made efficacious the moment we believe in Christ.

e. We continue to come to know Christ throughout our spiritual life as we learn the word of God and “the thinking of Christ” 1 Cor 2:16.


f.  We will fully know Christ after death, when we are absent from the body and face-to-face with Christ.


g.  Every Church Age believer has the opportunity to become the friend of Jesus Christ.  He is our Lord, but He is also our Groom.  What groom does not want to be friends with his bride?


h.  Jesus Christ wants to be our friend and does everything possible to make that happen.



(1)  Mt 26:50, “And Jesus said to him, ‘Friend [= a person who has something in common with others and enjoys association, but not necessarily at the level of a , comrade, companion, of a member of one’s group fellow-member
), do what you have come for.’  Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and seized Him.



(2)  Lk 7:34, “The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend [of tax collectors and sinners!’”


(3)  Lk 12:4, “I say to you, My friends [, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that have no more that they can do.”


(4)  Jn 15:13-15, “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends [.  You are My friends [if you do what I command you.  No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends [, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you.”


(6)  Jam 2:23, “and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,’ and he was called the friend [of God.”
2.  “and the power of His resurrection”

a.  Paul continues with another object of what he wants to come to know.  Paul wants to thoroughly and completely understand the omnipotence of God.  The power that raised Christ from the dead in resurrection is the power of God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.



 (1)  The omnipotence of God the Father returned our Lord’s human spirit to His body in the grave.



(2)  The omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit returned our Lord’s human soul to His body in the grave from the compartment of Hades called Paradise.


b.  It took the power of the other two members of the Trinity to raise Christ from the dead, and that same power has been made available to every Church Age believer for the execution of our unique spiritual life in the filling of God the Holy Spirit.


c.  Cognition of the resurrection includes understanding divine omnipotence as the mechanics.  This same divine omnipotence becomes the mechanics for the two great events of history:  the execution of the plan of God for the Church Age and the Rapture of the Church.


d.  The same omnipotence of God the Father and God the Holy Spirit that raised Christ from the dead is the same power that has been provided for us in grace to execute the plan of God.  The power demonstration of the Hypostatic Union turned history around; for now in the Church Age the same omnipotence of God the Father and omnipotence of the Holy Spirit is available to us in the execution of the plan of God, and in the promises and guarantees in our invisible spiritual assets.


e.  Never before in history has so much divine omnipotence been available to so many believers for the glorification of God through the execution of His will, His plan, and His purpose.  We have the greatest power available to us.  This is why Paul wanted to come to know it personally in his own spiritual life.

f.  The dispensation of the Church is the greatest demonstration of spiritual power in human history, the greatest opportunity for the ordinary believer to make maximum use of divine power, to glorify God, to have a marvelous life on earth, and to receive the fantastic blessings from the omnipotence of God the Father, which are on deposit in heaven.  This is the challenge of the omnipotence of God.
3.  “and participation in His sufferings,”

a.  Paul also wanted to come to know what it was like to participate in the sufferings of Christ.  The mature believer wants to use the doctrine he or she has learned to glorify God in testing.  Undeserved suffering is the greatest testing we face as a part of evidence testing, which is our testimony before the Supreme Court of Heaven in Satan’s appeal trial.

b.  Paul had passed momentum testing, glorified God, and become a mature believer.  Now he wants to advance beyond this point and provide the greatest evidence he can for God against Satan.


c.  Spiritual maturity does not shy away from suffering, but welcomes it as the opportunity to glorify God, become even more dependent upon His grace, and function under the powerful hand of God in a state of total humility.  This is why the Scripture says, “Humble yourselves under the powerful hand of God that He might promote you at the proper time.”

d.  Paul wanted to be promoted by God rather than promote himself as a human celebrity.  In order for that to happen, it was necessary for Paul to participate in the same kind of sufferings that our Lord endured.


e.  Our Lord suffered the persecution of his own race, the Jews, as did Paul.  Our Lord suffered the rejection of his message, as did Paul.  Our Lord suffered hardship and privation, as did Paul.  Our Lord suffered unjust judicial treatment at the hands of the Gentiles, as did Paul.  Our Lord suffered the desertion of His friends, as did Paul.


f.  Paul did participate in the sufferings of the Lord, but he did not do so in the concentrated, three year period of our Lord’s ministry like our Lord, but over a period of about thirty years.


g.  The one great testimony that Paul wanted to come to know more than anything else was the testimony of being able to face death as our Lord had faced death—in occupation with God as His savior.

4.  “taking on the same form [of sufferings] with reference to His death,”

a.  Just as our Lord Jesus Christ faced death with complete confidence in the deliverance of God the Father, so Paul did likewise with complete confidence in the deliverance of Jesus Christ.

b.  Paul wanted to go through dying grace, just as our Lord went through dying grace.

c.  Paul wanted to experience the greatest victory in his life, by receiving the victory over death as a grace gift from the Lord Jesus Christ.  This grace gift is available to any believer, who is positive to the teaching of doctrine and occupied with Christ, and obedient to the doctrine he or she has come to know.


d.  We know that Paul came to know the participation in the same form of sufferings concerning his death because of his statement in 2 Tim 4:6-8, “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come.  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.”

e.  Paul took on the same from of sufferings in his death as our Lord did in His death by facing death with the maximum courage and the testimony of doctrine in his soul.  Our greatest testimony in life comes with how we face the greatest reality in life—our own death.  The reality of death strips away all the false values in life and causes a person to focus on what is truly important.


f.  If Bible doctrine is already the most important thing in our life, then facing death is the greatest experience in life.  Facing the reality of death was the greatest experience for our Lord Jesus Christ, just as it was for the apostle Paul, and is very much available to us as a grace gift from God.  All that is required is our very own desire to come to know Jesus Christ.
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