Philippians 2:28



- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “So, Therefore, Accordingly” and drawing a conclusion from what has been previously said.  With this we have the comparative adverb SPOUDAIWS, “pertaining to being quick in doing something, with haste, with focus on importance of what is done: with special urgency Phil 2:28.”
  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PEMPW, which means “to send.”

The aorist tense is an epistolary aorist.  “This is the use of the aorist indicative in the epistles in which the author self-consciously describes his letter from the time frame of the audience.  The aorist indicative of is naturally used in this sense.”


The active voice indicates that Paul has produced (will produce) the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “him” and referring to Epaphroditus.
“So, I have sent him with special urgency,”
- is the conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce both purpose and result clauses.  Here we have a purpose clause, which should be translated “in order that.”  Then we have the nominative second person masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb EIDON, which means “to see.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist (see explanation above).


The active voice indicates that the Philippian believers will produce the action.


The participle is temporal and precedes the action of the main verb “you might be happy.”  The temporal aorist participle is translated “when you see.”
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “him” and referring to Epaphroditus.  Then we have the adverb of time PALIN, meaning “again.”
“in order that when you see him again”
- is the second person plural aorist deponent passive subjunctive from the verb CHAIRW, which means “to rejoice, to be intensely happy.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The deponent passive is passive in form but active in meaning, the Philippian believers producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form the purpose clause and to indicate what potentially is supposed to happen.

Then we have the crasis (or combination) of the conjunction KAI and the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “and I.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective ALUPOS, which means “free from anxiety.”  Finally, we have the first person singular present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is a tendential present for what Paul is proposing but is not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that Paul will produce the action of being free from anxiety once he knows Epaphroditus is safely back home where he belongs.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to continue the purpose clause and is a potential, depending on the circumstances turning out as Paul hopes they will.
“you might have intensified happiness and I may be free from anxiety.”
Phil 2:28 corrected translation
“So, I have sent him with special urgency, in order that when you see him again, you might have intensified happiness and I may be free from anxiety.”
Explanation:
1.  “So, I have sent him with special urgency,”

a.  Paul comes to a conclusion based upon what he has previously said about his and Epaphroditus’s situation.  Paul is going to send Epaphroditus, then he is going to come himself as soon as possible.  But when he does send Epaphroditus, Paul will send him with special urgency.  Why the urgency?



(1)  As Paul will explain in the rest of this sentence, Paul wants the Philippians to be happy.



(2)  Also Paul wants to be free from any anxiety about the spiritual welfare of the Philippian church.


b.  To accomplish these two goals requires that the right leader of the Philippian church be in Philippi, using his spiritual gift as God the Holy Spirit intended.

c.  The urgency has do to with the coming historical crisis, of which Paul is aware, but others are not.



(1)  The fifth cycle of discipline will be administered to Israel in the next eight years.  That will be a catastrophe as far as the Jews are concerned.  It will be a deliverance for the Jewish Christians living in the city.



(2)  Paul and Peter will both be martyred within the next six years.  This will not be a crisis to either of them, but will certainly be a shock to the Christian community.



(3)  The persecutions of Nero against Christians will begin in about two years, and that will be the administration of divine discipline on the apathy and indifference of the Roman believers to Paul’s teaching of doctrine.




(a)  Shortly after Paul is released from his first Roman imprisonment, Nero’s first persecutions of Christians began.  This is the administration of the sin unto death to those who “keep seeking their own interests.”



(b)  Paul will go to Philippi as soon as possible after his release and avoid the persecutions.




(c)  After about five years, Paul will be arrested by Nero for sedition and rebellion against himself as “god” and be martyred in Rome.  Within days or weeks of Paul’s condemnation by Nero, the Praetorian Guard will threaten to assassinate Nero and hunt him down.  But Nero will take his own life instead.




(d)  The difficult siege of Jerusalem will begin immediately after Nero’s death and last for the next two years.

d.  The Lord is about to “clean house.”  A large number of negative believers in both Jerusalem and Rome will be taken home to be with the Lord for failure to orient to the word of God.  They will not adjust to the will of God to grow in grace and the knowledge of the Lord, therefore, the justice of God no longer needs their lack of witness to the importance of doctrine.


e.  Thus, Paul wants the Philippian church to be prepared for the coming crisis’ of the next ten years.  The only way they can be prepared is through positive volition to the teaching of Bible doctrine.  That teaching will only happen if Timothy, Epaphroditus, and Paul are in Philippi and Ephesus.

f.  Geographically Philippi was the best place Paul could be during this period of historical crisis; for from Philippi he could easily and quickly get to Thessalonica, Corinth, Berea, Ephesus, Colossae, and all the other churches of Asia Minor.

2.  “in order that when you see him again”

a.  Paul continues to explain his two main reasons why he is sending Epaphroditus with special urgency.

b.  But before he gives us the two reasons, Paul reminds the Philippians that:


(1)  They will see Epaphroditus again.  This was almost a promise, since it was put into the infallible word of God.



(2)  God has a purpose for them seeing their pastor again.




(a)  The only good reason for seeing your pastor again is to be fed spiritually by him.  The relationship and association of the pastor with his congregation is the teaching of the word of God.  Friendship is always secondary.  Doctrine always comes first.



(b)  The sole purpose for the existence of the pastor-teacher is to teach Bible doctrine to his congregation.  The sole purpose for the existence of any congregation is to learn the word of God and grow in grace.



(3)  The Philippians would see their pastor again and for all the right reasons, so that they might grow in grace and the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

3.  “you might have intensified happiness and I may be free from anxiety.”

a.  Paul finally gets to the two great reasons for the urgency of sending Epaphroditus back.

b.  The first reason is the superabundance of happiness that mature believers attain from their spiritual growth and resultant personal love for God.


(1)  The purpose of Epaphroditus returning is to teach doctrine.



(2)  The result of his teaching will be the accelerated spiritual growth of the mature believers in Philippi.  They will press on to pleroma status (being filled with all the fullness of God).



(3)  The result of their continued spiritual growth will be an intensified happiness, which comes from Bible doctrine circulating in their daily thoughts, occupation with Christ, and sharing the superabundance of happiness, which only God can give the believer who has personal love for Him.



(4)  Paul wants them to have the same superabundance of happiness that is described in:




(a)  Mt 25:23, “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave.  You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’”



(b)  Jn 15:11, “These things [Bible doctrines] I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made complete.”



(c)  2 Cor 1:24, “Not that we are not lords over your faith but we are fellow-workers with reference to your happiness.  For you stand in doctrine.”



(d)  Phil 1:25, “And so, since I am so convinced that I have confidence in this principle [that to remain in person is more necessary for your sake], I know that I shall remain and continue with all of you for the purpose of your [spiritual] advance and happiness from the source of doctrine,”



(e)  2 Jn 1:12, “Though I have many things to write to you, I do not want to do so with paper and ink; but I hope to come to you and speak face to face, so that your joy may be made complete.”


(5)  Sharing the superabundance of the happiness of God comes in only one way:  we must learn the word of God and then execute the will of God.  There is no way the former could happen unless Epaphroditus returned to Philippi as soon as possible.


c.  The second reason for Paul sending him with special urgency is so Paul himself will be free from any anxiety about either Epaphroditus or the Philippian believers.



(1)  Paul was not a “worry-wart.”  He had confidence in the plan of God and Jesus Christ’s complete control of history.



(2)  The anxiety Paul had was not the sinful type anxiety in which believers have no confidence in God.  Paul’s anxiety was the anxiousness to get on with the plan of God, get the pastor back where he belonged, get doctrine taught, and get believers prepared for the crisis.


(3)  Paul’s anxiety was the feeling an athlete has before a game or match.  They are anxious about getting started and doing well.  They are not anxious or scared about losing.  I never stepped on a baseball field in my life at any age with any fear of losing.  My only anxiety was to get the game going so I could defeat the other team and bring joy to Mudville.



(4)  Paul was anxious in the same way that a child is anxious for Christmas morning to come so they can open presents.  They are not afraid of opening the gifts.



(5)  Paul wanted to be free from that feeling of having to wait to get started with the successful preparation for the crisis.  He wanted the preparation to begin happening right away, so that everyone was prepared for the crisis as God intended.
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